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Page 20— Line three from the bottom, for " £20,000," read £17,286 6s. 6d., 
and in line following, for " £500," read £2,000,— vide " Account 
of money expended in the rebuilding of Walsall Parish Church," 
in Additional Notes at the end of the volume. 

24 — Line two, for "thirty marks," read thirteen marks, 

30 — Line ten from the bottom, for " Beyford," read Brayford. 

36 -Line thirteen from the bottom, for " 1773," read, 1733. 

42— Last line, for " 10s. 6d.," read Is, 6rf. 

46 — In note, for •' William Harris," read J. B. Bohinscm, 

66— Line four from the bottom, for " 1847," read 1845. 

61 — Amongst the officers to the Union, should have been included: — 
Messrs. F. P. Palmer, D. S. Moore, G. H. Whimper, and 
H. W. Hare, Surgeons. 

76 — Line ten, for " is now vested in the vicar of Walsall, though the 
inhabitants formerly claimed the advowson," read is now 
claimed by the vicar of Walsall, as well as the inhahitantsj who 
have frequently exercised the advowson. 

89 — Line thirteen, for " Charles Stewart," read Charles Stuart, 

97— Line six for *♦ 1060," read 1660. 

161 —Line ten from the bottom, for " were invested," read was invested, 
and in line twelve, for ** were now lying," read was now lying. 
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Accuracy of detail and boldness in the assertion of truth, 
marking diligently what is just or unjust, wise or rash, 
honorable or ignoble, philanthropic or uncharitable, liberal 
or despotic 5 and above all, steering clear of flattery and pre- 
judice — are (it will freely be admitted) the most essential 
qualifications of a historian. Such, then, are the principles 
on which the author has endeavoured (however unskilfully) to 
rear the structure of his present work. Is it necessary to add 
more ? Probably so, for — 

....** Sometimes, — when unknown folk surround you, 
To M'hom you are unknown, 'tis fair to mention 

Your claims to worth, that they may not confound you 
With vulgar men, but show you due attention*" 

Besidess the remark may naturally arise, " assertion is no 
proof;** a few reasons, therefore, by way of attestation, may 
be deemed not only excusable, but necessary, especially when 
it is borne in mind that the individual who assumes the 
important (though perhaps thankless) task of surveying, 
reporting, and canvassing, local affairs, is comparatively a 
stranger to the town and people of which, and whom, he 
treats ; a fact withal which gives him rather an advantage than 
otherwise over a native, inasmuch as he is more certain to 
scan surrounding objects with an unprejudiced eye, and 
portray them with the same unbiassed feeling as the painter 
would transfer them to canvass. 

The original intention was merely to give an accurate report 
of the recent " Inquiry into the public charities,'* which occu« 
pied the attention of Thomas Hare, Esq., the Government 
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Inspector, for five days, and was attended throughout by the 
author of these pages, who each day furnished a condensed 
report of the proceedings for the columns of a local paper. 

Encouraged by the solicitations and assurances of several 
friends, the writer resolved on offering a more extended report 
in the form of a pamphlet, but it was afterwards suggested 
that a sketch of the " History and Antiquities of Walsall" 
should be appended, and accordingly an announcement to that 
effect was issued; on more mature consideration, however, 
it was found expedient not only to render' the Historical 
division as comprehensive as possible, but also to bestow upon 
it the most prominent place, in order that the true nature and 
position of the " Charities" might be better understood. 

With regard to the ** Ancient History and Public Charities 
of WatsaW^ no pains have been spared to acquire the most 
authentic information, old recordshave been ferreted from their 
dusty hiding places, and the best authorities extant have been 
carefully consulted and compared. For many of those im- 
portant auxiliaries the author is indebted to the Mayor (F. B. 
Oerton, Esq.,) and Samuel Wilkinson, jun., Esq., the Town 
Clerk, to whom he takes this opportunity of tendering his 
acknowledgments, as well as to other gentlemen, from whom 
were received the like favours. 

Few can form an adequate conception of the drudgery 
attendant on reducing to a little world of order, the somewhat 
chaotic mass of abundant and valuable elements, necessary to 
the construction of a work like the present, and to make, when 
reduced, such additions and deductions as would render them 
fertile in beneficial results It is to be hoped, therefore, that 
those who criticise will in ** justice remember mercy;" and as 
the author is not vain enough to lay claim to " infallibility," 
he humbly trusts that the " will may be taken for the deed;" 
and any slight errors into which he may have unconsciously 
fallen, may be counterbalanced by the recollection, that he has 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



PREFACE. 



throughout the undertaking been influenced only by a desire 
to contribute a mite to the public weal, and however he may 
have failed in the attempt, he has at all events done his best. 

The modern division comprises a survey oflfahall in the 
present day. Places of Worship, Public Institutions, 
and all " matters of local interest" (have during a tour of 
inspection) been sketched with caution, and tinted with 
delicacy, due attention having been paid to the proper adjust- 
ment of light and shade, and care having been taken neither 
to exaggerate, extenuate, or " set aught down in malice,** but 
to present with Pre-Raphaelite minuteness things not as they 
appear, but as they really are ; the intention being to hand 
down to posterity as faithful a picture as possible, of a locality 
where the author has received many kindnesses and passed 
many happy days ; and in which, next to " his own his native 
land," viz., " poor ould Ireland," he feels the liveliest 
interest. 

The Inquiry into the Charities was conducted in a collo- 
quial fashion, seldom confined to any particular charity: 
witnesses were examined so as to suit their own convenience, 
and the proceedings altogether were of so discursive a character, 
that without the privilege of reference to the Inspector's notes, 
(of which the writer was enabled to avail himself), it would 
have been a matter of considerable difliculty — in fact, an im- 
possibility — to place before the public a faithful and intelligible 
report of the important facts elicited. In answer to some 
remarks made on this peculiar mode of procedure, the Inspector 
replied, that the nature of the inquiry rendered such a course 
inevitable. Be that as it may, the author feels that he would 
be guilty of great injustice, were he not to acknowledge the 
courteous manner in which that gentleman rendered him every 
possible assistance, in acquiring a correct knowledge of the 
proceedings, not only by allowing access to his notes, but also 
by his willingness at all times to answer any question, or clear 
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up any pointy on which might exist the least miscomprehen- 
sion. 

Every effort has been made to render this report of an 
interesting character, not only accurate in detail, but concise 
in form ; the intention not being to swell a volume with 
superfluous and unimportant matter, but simply to submit to 
public view the gist of the disclosures made and evidence 
adduced, reserving, however, the privilege of making such 
deductions, and offering such comments, as any particular 
matter in question might call forth, always taking care that 
those deductions should be made with the strictest impartiality, 
and no comments offered that might tend to tinge the report 
with prejudice or sectarianism. 

E. L. G. 
Walsall, August, 1855. 
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fflSTORY AND ANTIQUITIES 

or 

THE BOROUGH AND FOREIGN OF WALSALL 



Part I. 

OENERAL OUTLINE — A PEEP AT ANCIENT WALSALL**— 
ITS PROGRESS TO HODERN IMPROVEMENT. 

The basis of commerce is mutual exchange of produce, from 
which emanates all sources of employment ; and history fully 
illustrates the indispensability of one nation^s interdependance 
on another. In contemplating these great truths, it seems 
impossible for the most sceptical to fail in recognising: the hand 
of an all-wise and infinite Providence ; so strikingly manifested 
is the peculiar and admirable distribution of nature's gifts on 
various countries, and all, so beautifully and skilfully arranged 
for the mutual benefit of mankind. 

Every portion of the southern division of Staflfordshire, 
(more particularly the town and neighbourhood imme- 
diately under consideration) seems to have been blessed with a 
Benjamin's portion of these local advantages, in reference to 
which we find in Pearce'*s Directory of Walsall, published in 
1813, the following remarks : — "The numerous and extensive 
mines of coal, limestone, iron ore, clay, &c., which may be 
called the parents of trade and manufactures, are found here 
of the best qualities and in the greatest abundance : they have 
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been the means of producing the many iron furnaces, 
forges, and foundries, which hare, for a succession of years, 
performed their ponderous task, converting the inestimable 
bowels of the earth into a source of employment for thousands 
of ingenious artists, and in such a wonderful variety of manu- 
facture, that to detail them would fill a volume.*' 

How many volumes would this gigantic hive of industry 
furnish in the present day ? This is a question it is apprehended 
few would attempt to answer. 

Walsall^ (formerly written fValskall,* IValshale, and 
WaleshillfJ is an ancient borough and municipality^ and an 
admirably well-built and thriving market town, situate in the 
South Hundred of Offlow, on the south-east borders of the 
county, in the diocese of Lichfield, and archdeaconry of Stafibrd, 
six miles east of Wolverhampton, eight north-west of Birming- 
ham, nine south-west of Lichfield, eighteen south-east by south 
of Stafford, 119 north-west of London, and 87 south-east of 
Liverpool; and justly ranks as the second manufacturing 
town in the county. 

The greater part of the ancient portion of the town stands 
on the crown and declivities of a bold cliif of limestone, and 
part on a tributary stream to the rivers Tame and Trent. 

Surrounded by the smoke of a large manufacturing vicinity, 
Walsall has been often looked upon with a sort of contempt by 
her more portly neighbour Birmingham, but surely without just 
cause ; for, it is not only a well attested fact, that, two centuries 
ago, the former was a place of much greater importance, 
Birmingham being then described as "a hamlet near Walsall," but 
also that its lords have been some of the most eminent men in 
the kingdom. 

Within the last twenty- five years considerable improvements 
have taken place, and Walsall has, to a wonderful extent, 
increased in size, commerce, and population ; many new streets 
have been formed, and old ones rendered more in keeping with 
modem taste and comfort : handsome houses, villas, and public 

* From the many places adjacent to each other in this part of the county which termiBate 
in ** hall,»' as Pelshall, Rushall, Willenhall, &c., it is but reasonable to suppose (with Dr 
Oliyer) that this was a favourite locality of the Saxon Thanes, some of whom had their man- 
sions and courts at each of these towns, where they maintained a rude baronial estate. 
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edifices, have sprung up on all sides, representing the Grecian, 
Corinthian, Doric, and other sty les of architecture ; and beauty and 
elegance, shorn of their ancient pride and prejudices, are now 
seen gracefully co-mingling in joyous companionship with 
free trade and honest industry, 

Walsall gives name to a poor law union, a rural deanery, 
and a county court and poUing district, in the Southern Parlia- 
mentary division of Staffordshire. The parish is in two town- 
ships, called the Borough and Foreign^ the former containing 
about 100 acres, and the latter 7,782 acres, and in 1801 had 
only 10,399 inhabitants ; in 1821, its population had increased 
to 11,914; in 1831, to 15,064; in 1841, to 20,852 and in 
1851, to 26,816* — of whom 8,760 were in the Borough, and 
18,056 in the Foreign. 

Walsall Union comprises eight townships, viz., the 
Borough and Foreign, with the parishes of Aldridge, Great Barr, 
Bentley, Darlaston, Pelsall and Rushall; and in 1851 contained 
43,038 inhabitants. The Municipal Borough comprises the 
whole parish, which is divided into three wards. The Parlia- 
mentary Borough embraces all, except a. detached portion of 
the Foreign, viz., Walsall Wood and Shelfield. The extraor- 
dinary increase of the population is attributable to the prosperity 
of the staple manufactures of the town, and to the opening of 
several coal, iron, and limestone mines in the locality. Walsall 
is assessed to the property tax at £61,143. The Earl of Brad- 
ford is lord of the manor, but a portion of the soil belongs to 
Lord Hatherton, John Crowther, Esq., (proprietor of Goscote,) 
and other freeholders, as well as many copyholders, who hold by 
a nominal tenure, paying only a few pence annually to the lord, 
and thus have in some respects a superior advantage to freeholders, 
inasmuch as they can sell their estates without any restriction 
as it respects dower, and without the expense of suing for fines 
in the superior courts of London. 

Erdeswick, in his survey of Staffordshire, p. 147, assumes, 
that the manor of Walshale, was held by William Fitz Anculf, 
in the 20th of William the Conqueror. Shaw, however, (a learned 
and indefatiguable historian and antiquarian of this county,) as 

* The present population may be estimated at about 30,000. 
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well as other authorities, doubt the accuracy of this inform- 
ation, there being no mention of it in Doomsday Book, which, he 
argues, *' seems a singular omission, when most of the inferior 
manors round it are amply noticed."* The next account of it is 
found in the reign of Henry IT, when that king by his charter, 
dated at Stanton, " gave Walshale, with all its appurtenances, to 
his servant Herbert Rufus, and his heirs, reserving to himself a 
a rent of £4 per annum for all services, &c.*'-t* In the time of 
Henry III it was held in fee-farm of the king, at the yearly 
rent of £26 19s. 9d., by William Rufus, who granted certain 
privileges to the burgesses of Walsall ; J and from him it passed 
to Sir Roger de Mortein, joint lord of the manor with Sir 
Thomas le Rous, Knt. ;|| thence to Sir Ralph Basset, of Dray- 
ton ; from whom it descended to Henry Beauchamp, Duke of 
Warwick, sumamed "the king maker,"§ and who was slain at the 
battle of Bamet, 1471, by King Edward IV ; after which, his 
corpse having been carried to London, with that of the Marquis of 
Montague, (his brother,) and there exposed to public view in 
St. Paul's, was thence conveyed to Bisham, in Berkshire, 
and interred in the monastery, with his ancestors the Monta- 
cutes, by whom it had been founded. Henry VIII, in the 
32nd year of his reign, granted this manor to the unfortunate 
John Dudley, Duke of Northumberland, who held it till the 
reign of Queen Mary, when, being attainted of high treason, 
for an attempt to establish his daughter-in-law, the Lady Jane 
Grey, on the throne of England, the manor was seized, and 
granted to Richard Wilbraham, Esq., in consideration of £1000. 
The grandson of the said Richard was created a baronet by 
James I, and the manor rema;ned in his family till it was 
carried by one, of two co-heiresses, to an ancestor of its present 
lord, the Right Hon. George Augustus Frederick Henry Bridgeman, 
Earl of Bradford. The Earl was bom in 1789, and is con- 
sequently in his 66th year, he succeeded to the earldom, &c.. 



* Shaw's Antiquities of Walsall, page 2. 

+ Huntbaeh's MSS., No. 2. 36. Penes me, and Cartular' de Walsall, page 12. 

t See Charter of the Corporation, &o., pabliahed hy Smart of Wolverhampton, 1774. 

i: Huntbach'sMSS. 

i Chartulary in British Museum, page 3. 
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in 1825. His seats are at Weston Hall, Slainpulwint and Castle 
Bromwich, Warwickshire. 

The soil of Walsall is of a retentive nature, with a clayey 
substratum ; and about a mile from the town, in the Wolverhamp- 
ton road, is a strong chalybeate water, called Alum Well, which 
was formerly a place of much resort, but has of late years fallen 
into disuse. 

The staple manufactures of Walsall are bits, spurs, stirrups, 
chains, curbs, &c., plated and other mountings, bridles, saddles, 
harness, collars, and every description of coachmakers' and 
saddlers* ironmongery ; for which, whether as regards variety or 
excellence of workmanship, Walsall justly stands unrivalled. 
At one time shoe buckles and chapes formed the chief, by which 
a vast number of hands were employed, and not a few good for- 
tunes realized. Those branches, as well as others, suffered great 
depression during the American and Peninsular campaigns, when 
thousands of buckles were allowed to slumber on their dusty 
shelves. This trade was subsequently ruined by the dis- 
carding of knee breeches in favour of trowsers, shoe-ties and 
Wellingtons. The manufacture of nails, locks, bolts, keys, 
pulleys, spectacles and other articles is likewise carried on to 
a considerable extent. There are a large number of brass 
and other foundries, and many extensive establishments for 
currying, dying, and polishing hides. Coal, iron, and lime 
works also abound in the parish, the latter of which are on 
the north-east side of the town, near Rushall. The limestone 
is found at a considerable depth, from eighty to ninety yards, and 
above the main bed (which is eleven yards thick) are several 
strata of ironstone. The Hayhead mines, about two miles east 
of Walsall, on the road leading to Sutton Coldfield, produce 
immense quantities of grey limestone, which, for adhesive quali- 
ties, strength, and durability, cannot be surpassed. It is much 
used for stuccoing buildings, and is remarkably good for cementing 
in water ; it is, therefore, in great demand, for the purpose of con- 
structing locks, bridges, aqueducts, &c. 

In the limestone mines at Daw-end, within half a mile of 
Walsall, are caverns of immense extent, which lead to a large 
subterraneous lake, and known by the name of Lindley Caverns. 
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They are visited in the summer season by numerous pleasure parties, 
when they are sometimes brilliantly illuminated, producing a fairy 
scene of extraordinary splendour. 

Dr. Plot, in his Natural History, takes notice of a very fine 
limestone that polishes like marble, which is found in the southern 
parts of this county, " and all about Walsall, particularly at 
Rushall."* With regard to iron-ore, also, he thus remarks: — 
** At Walsall and Rushall, they divide their ironstone into several 
sorts, such as black bothum, gray bothum, chatterpye (being of 
the colour of a magpie), gray measure, mush, and white measure. 
The two first are seldom made use of, tJiey are so very poor ; the 
two middle sorts are but indifferent ; the two last, the principal ; 
but mush, the best of all, being filled with a brisk, sweet 
liquor, which the workmen drink greedily, and so very ricb an ore 
that they say it may be made into iron in a common forge." 
" The fourth and best sort of iron is called tough iron, of which 
they make all sorts of the best wares." 

With regard to the sweet liquor alluded to, he states : — 
** It is frequently met with amongst the best sort of ironstone, called 
mush, in round or oval blackish and reddish stone, sometimes as 
big as the crown of a man's hat, hollow, and like a honeycomb, 
and holding a pint of this matter, which, according to the colour 
of the comb within (whatever the stone be without) is either 
red or white, and, whether the one or the other, of a sweet sharp 
taste, very cold and cutting, yet greedily drunk by the workmen."f 

Amongst the iron works, those at Birchills, belonging to George 
Jones, Esq., deserve special notice. They yield about 20,000 tons 
of metal annually, and give constant employment to from 400 to 
500 men. A great consumption of coal is here reduced, by means 
of the gases generated during the smelting process, being collected 
at the top of the furnace, from whence it descends through a pipe 
into the boiler fire, where they are consumed. 

The town enjoys the possession of various modes of transit, by 
which its trade and commerce is greatly facilitated. In the imme- 
diate neighbourhood, on the north side, is a commodious station on 
the South Staffordshire Railway.:}: Another, about two miles south, 

• Plot's Stalfordsbircpage 153. 

+ Plot'B Staffordshire, p. 159 and 161. 

t A full description of this Line will be found in another page. 
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at Bescot Junction, where that line is crossed by the London and 
North- Western, and a small station at Rushall, two miles north of 
Walsall. Much benefit has also been- derived from an extension of 
the Old Birmingham Canal, whic(h passes on the western side and 
joins the Wyrley and Essington Canal, several branches of which 
intersect a large portion of the parish, and open a communication 
with all the canals and navigable rivers of this and the neighbouring 
counties. 

Walsall was anciently a borough by prescription, but received 
charters from Edward III and Henry IV. The oldest existing 
charter was granted by Charles I, in the third year of his reign, and 
confirmed in the 13th Charles II. This charter declared the Borough 
and Foreign of Walsall to be " ancient demesne of the Crown of 
England, and the mayor and burgesses, and also all and singular 
the burgesses and inhabitants of the Borough or Town and Foreign 
of Walsall, by whatsoever name or names they should have been 
theretofore incorporated, or whether theretofore incorporated or not, , 
and their successors, were incorporated by the name of the Mayor 
and Commonalty of the Borough and Foreign of Walsall, and em- 
powered to purchase and take possession to themselves and their 
successors for ever, messuages, lauds, tenements, meadows, feedings, 
pastures, woods, underwoods, rectories, tythes, reversions, or other 
hereditaments whatsoever ; so as the said messuages, lands, tenements, 
meadows, feedings, pastures, and other hereditaments, so by them 
to be had, held and received, should not exceed in the whole the 
clear yearly value of twenty pounds." 

Previous to the Municipal Reform Act, in 1835, the corporation 
was coihposed of a mayorf and twenty-four capital burgesses, a 
recorder, town-clerk, two sergeants-at-mace, and a beadle. The 
mayor was elected from the body of capital burgesses, annually, on 
the feast of St. Michael the Archangel. The mayor and senior 
capital burgesses, with the mayor of the past year, were justices of 
the peace, and held a weekly petty session, and also courts of 
general quarter session four times a year. The mayor, recorder, 
and town-clerk were likewise empowered by the charter to hold a 
court of record, for the recovery of debts and damages exceeding 
the sum of forty shillings, but not more than twenty pounds. It 

+ The present mayor is F. B. O^rton, Esq 
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also granted to the mayor and capital burgesses power to hold courts 
of •' pye-powder" during the fairs, and receive the benefit of all 
tolls, stallage, fines, piooage, and amercements, arising therefrom. 
The mayor, burgesses and inhabitants were likewise declared ** free, 
acquitted and discharged'* from the payment of impost or toll, *' in 
as ample form as the people of the manor of Walsall formerly were, 
and have been entitled to, by means, force, and virtue, of ceitain 
letters patent, dated at Westminster, the 8th day of July, in the 
47th year of Edward III." The charter, moreover, provided against 
any claim therein contained, being ** construed or interpreted to 
extend to the prejudice, derogation, interruption, or damage of any 
of the authorities, privileges, or profits belonging or appertaining to 
the lord of the manor of Walsall." A court leet and baron, with 
view of frank pledge, is held yearly in October by the lord of the 
manor^s steward, when constables, &c., for the Borough and Foreign 
are appointed, and all persons owing suit and service to the lord, 
and neglecting to perform the same, are amerced fourpence each. 

Under the Municipal Reform Act, Walsall is governed by a 
town council, consisting of a mayor, six aldermen, and eighteen 
councillors, with a commission of peace (comprising six justices, 
besides the mayor and ex-mayor), a recorder, town-clerk, and other 
officers. Quarter and petty sessions are still held for the borough, 
at the usual periods ; but the court for the recovery of small debts 
has given place to the county court, which holds jurisdiction in the 
eight townships comprising the Walsall Union, and is held monthly 
at the " Dragon" Assembly Room, Guildhall.* 

Under the same Act the borough is divided into three wards, 
viz.. Bridge Ward, St. George's Ward, and Foreign Ward. In 1834, 
the old corporation held property producing £828 per annum ; but 
in 1841, it amounted to £1222, when the income was £1282; of 
which £847 arose from rents. The total amount of debts left by 
the old corporation appear to have been £1006 16s. lid., which 
was nothing extraordinary, when the following little example of 
expenditure, extracted from their own entries, is taken into con- 
sideration : — 

♦ The present Judge of tlie County Court is N. R. CTarke Esq., recorder and sergeant-at-law. 
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MICHAELMAS, 1802. 

"Paid John Dickin8on,/or entertainmetOs at quarier sesshna.., £110 

„ for music, being fair day i 7 

„ Benjamin Barber, for sergeants* and belman's cloaks ... 13 8 7 

„ for mnsic, when elected mayor 10 6 

„ Mr. Charles Perkins a bill for wine 110 10 6 

„ James Deykin, for carriage of wine 4 15 

„ Hill, Waldron& Co, for bottles 7 10 O'' 

The Reform Bill of 1832, gave Walsall the privilege of sending 
one representative to parliament ; and, in December of that year, 
the borough first exercised its new elective franchise. There was a 
strong and boisterous contest, which ended in broken windows and 
broken heads, said to have been caused by a mob of " union - 
men" from Birmingham. The late Charles Smith Forster, Esq., a 
respectable banker and capital burgess, and father to the present 
member,* had the honour of being returned on that memorable 
occasion, and gave, throughout his ofiicial career, universal satis- 
faction. 

Amongst other interesting documents preserved in the archives 
of the corporation is a deed bearing the seal and signature of Queen 
Elizabeth, dated 13th July, in the 28th year of her reign, and con- 
taining a grant of certain lands to the town. It is stated that the 
royal seal and signature was afExed at Walsall, by the Queen, 
during one of her tours ; but, some affirm, whilst she was staying 
at the manor-house of Bescot, now known as Bescot Hall, the resi- 
dence of Horatio Barnett, Esq., solicitor to the South Staffordshire 
Railway Company. 

In 1643, Henrietta Maria, Queen of Charles I, also honoured 
the town with a short visit, and is said to have staid at a house, now, 
and for many years known as the " White Hart," Caldmore, previous 
to joining the king at Edge Hill. There are many curious deeds 
and seals in the town chest worthy the notice of the antiquary. 

The seal of the corporation is not the same as the town arms, 
(u€, the bear and ragged staff) : it represents three Jleurs de lis^ 
and three lions quarterly, with two lions as supporters, and above the 
arms a crown without an arch. Over the rim of the crown are Jive- 

• Charles Forsteri Esq., was returned M.P. for Walsall U 1852. 
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Jleurs de lis, and no crosses (as customary when tbe crown of Eng- 
land is represented). The seal is nearly the size of a crown piece, 
with an inscription round it, in very ancient Latin characters ; 
the translation is, " The seal of the Mayor and Commonalty of the 
Borough and Foreign of Walsall." The seal must have'^heen the 
arms of some of our monarchs from Henry V, to Elizabeth, inclusive. 
Kings Edward III, Richard II, and Henry IV, all quartered the 
Jleurs de lis semee ; and James I, quartered the Scotch lion. There 
is no date to the seal, but it is conjectured to be not more than 420 
nor less than 230 years old. 

It is recorded in the European Magazine, from a MS. in the 
possession of Dr. Birch,* that the first Lord Somers acquired his 
grammar learning here. This eminent lawyer was born on the 4th 
of March, 1650, at Worcester. His father was an attorney, who, 
under Cromwell, commanded a troop of horse.' At the Restoration 
he was pardoned. 

In 1675 young Somers was entered a commoner at Trinity 
College, Oxford. He took his degree of M. A. in 1681, having 
already entered at the Middle Temple, 

While studying the law, he neglected not polite literature. 
Poetry and translations first made him known to the world, and his 
perseverance and good fortune were such, that at thirty he was an 
eminent counsel • 

His principles were those of an honest liberal. He early con- 
nected himself with Algernon Sidney and Lord Russell, and used 
his pen with vigour against the tyranny of Charles II. These were 
anonymous — and consequently some have escaped posterity. In 
1 688 he acquired fresh note Trom defending the seven prelates who 
denied the dispensing power of James II. He then joined with 
ardour those who organised the revolution. Worcester sent him to 
the Convention Parliament ; and at the conference between the two 
houses on the word " abdicated," he was manager for the House of 
Commons. 

On the coming to the throne of King William, Mr. Somers was 
made Solicitor-General, May 9, 1 6S9 ; Recorder of Gloucester, 
3690; Attorney-General, 1692; and Lord-Keeper, 1693. He was 
knighted, and then made Baron Evesham and Lord Chancellor of 

• Vol. XXIII. p. 4. 
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England. To support tliese dignities the king gave him the manors 
of Ryegate and Hewlegh, in Surrey, and a grant of £2,100 per 
annum out of the fee farm rents of the crown. 

His popularity was now at its height. His connection, however, 
with the Partition Treaty about the Spanish Succession offended the 
Tory party, who attacked him with much virulence, and after a long 
contest, carried a vote of the House of Commons to impeach him. 
The Lords acquitted him. But Lord Somers retired into private 
life to Cheshunt, and devoted himself to study. He was once or 
twice called for by the claims of duty ; but he finally outlived his 
understanding — some say from too great indulgence in one passion 
— and died, April 26, 1715. 

The abilities of this great man were varied indeed, and as a poli- 
tician he was an example to those around him. He was fond of 
learning, and did much to raise " Paradise Lost" in public opinion. 
That poem was buried in oblivion when he drew it forth. Mr. 
Cooksey tries to prove him the author of the " Tale of a Tub,*' and 
accuses him of being very loose in his morals ; but this is an asser- 
tion not strongly supported. His acknowledged writings are good. 
In the Palace of Westminster there is a splendid statue to the 
memory of Lord Somers, who, as an honest lawyer and a patriot, 
eminently deserves to be thus handed down to posterity. 

En passant, a slight sketch of two natives of the town, though of 
humbler origin, and more modem date, may not perhaps prove un- 
acceptable. One has been rendered famous as the husband of that 
once celebrated tragic actress, Mrs. Siddons, whose portrait by Sir 
Thomas Lawrence graces the walls of the National Gallery, and 
forms a picture which iiresistibly leads the mind to imagine that 
reality, and not mere portraiture, is presented to the senses. 

** The very life seems warm upon the lip ; 
The fixture of the eye hath motioii in't.'* 

Mr. Siddons was bom in Rushall-street; his father, who kept a 
public-house, known by the sign of the " London Apprentice," met 
with his death by accident, in sparring or wrestling with oneDenston. 
The subject of our sketch had been bred a barber, but seems to 
have early exhibited a taste for the stage. He at one time, with 
some others of his acquaintances, performed in a malt-house (now 
c 
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occupied by Mr. Wood), on the Lime Pit Bank. He afterwards 
joined the itinerant company of the renowned Charles Kemhle, and 
subsequently married that gentleman's highly gifted daughter, 
through whose abilities, and the favours of the public, he soon rose 
to affluence and distinction. 

The other is an individual who, in the summer of 1796, caused 
considerable attraction at Sadler's Wells, and was known to a London 
audience by the name of Askins the ventriloquist. His real name 
was Thomas Haskey ; his father was a chape filer, and used to ring 
the treble bell. Thomas was apprenticed to a bridle bit maker, at 
Bloxwich, but ran away from his master during the American war, 
and entered the King's service, in which he lost a leg, and was in 
consequence pensioned off. It is said, that when a boy he knew 
nothing of the surprising faculty of which he was possessed ; but it 
has been supposed that he made himself master of it by imitating 
O'Burn, the celebrated Irish ventriloquist, v.'ho died January, 1796. 
After his discharge from the service, Haskey returned to Walsall, 
and for some time was engaged in assisting the gardeners in the 
locality by making holes in the ground with his wooden leg. He 
had received but little education, but was remarkable for being par- 
ticularly clean and neat in his person. During the time of Stanton's 
theatre in Walsall, he frequently from the gallery set the house in a 
roar, by sham dialogues, in two voices, between himself and "Tommy." 
He was frequently invited by tho Eftfl of Dudley (father of the late 
Earl, and whose extraordinary benevolence gained him the enviable 
appellation of the " Poor Man's Friend,'") to his seat at Himley 
Hall, for the purpose of exercising his peculiar talents for the amuse- 
ment of his lordship and friends. It is said that on such occasions 
he had the pride always to engage a post chaise to convey him 
thither. It is not known how he was introduced to the London 
stage, but he was for a considerable time the means of greatly in- 
creasing the exchequer of Sadler's Wells, and cleared on one occa- 
sion, for his benefit, no less than £200. 

In 1798, during the war which arose out of the first French revo- 
lution, a handsome subscription was entered into by the town, to 
defray the expense of raising a corps of cavalry and another of in- 
fantry, to be entitled the Walsall Volunteer Association, and on the 
12th of May, in that year, a meeting was held at the Guildhall on 



f'^^ /* -*t * y '^ 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



HISTORY AND ANTlQUIflES OF WALSALL. 13 

the subject ; a letter from the Marquis of Stafford was read on that 
occasion by the Chairman, Joseph Scott, Esq., communicating his 
Majesty's gracious acceptance of their services. Both corps were 
accordingly established, and numbered in all, forty-three gentlemen. 
The following particulars, relative to the presentation of the standard 
colours to the association, may prove somewhat interesting. 

The ceremony took place at Barr Beacon, about three miles from 
Walsall, on the morning of the 23d September, 1799. The assem- 
blage is described as having been both " elegant and numerous, the 
morning propitious, and the ceremony of a most impressive charac- 
ter."* The standard for the cavalry was consecrated by the Rev. 
John Darwall, chaplain to the corps, who delivered a prayer and 
address suitable to the occasion. The standard was then presented 
to Captain Scott, by Mrs. W. Adams, of Walsall, as proxy for Lady 
Scott, assisted by Captain Scott's children. His reply to the 
address is described as one which portrayed the feelings of a man 
with the best interests of his country at heart. 

At the same time and place, the infantry colours were also conse- 
crated, by the Rev. — Kipling, lecturer of Walsall, and presented 
to Richard Jesson, Esq., Captain, by Miss Leigh, daughter of the 
Rev. W. Leigh, of Ashbourne Hall, in the county of Derby, accom- 
panied by an appropriate address, to which Captain Jesson made a 
suitable reply. After the ceremony, the Corporation of Walsall, 
fully sensible of the zeal manifested by the neighbouring gentry, 
and their fellow-townsmen, provided a dinner at the George Inn, of 
which the clergy, gentry, and associated corps partook. William 
Adams, Esq., then mayor, presided. The entertainment, it is said, 
consisted of the choicest articles the season could afford, and cost 
the corporation upwards of one hundred guineas. 

It is further recorded, that in 1 802, on the dissolution of the 
body, the members of the " volunteer cavalry," in consideration 
of the handsome and spirited conduct of their Captain, presented 
him with a silver cup, value fifty guineas. 

This leads to the notice of another association of a similar character 
now existing in the town, viz. : — 

• Pearce's Directory and Antiquities p, 211, 
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THB QUmra OWV BOTAL TIOHAVBT. 

^e Walsall troop of tbis corps was established in 1819, under 
the command of Captain Barber, and at present numbers seventy 
one members, besides the officers. It forms a portion of the South 
Staffordshire corps, which is composed of eleven troops. The corps 
is wholly comprised of volunteers, each of whom provides his own 
horse ; the arms and accoutrements being supplied by government. 
The following gentlemen are the present officers of the troop : — 

Thos. Chawneb, Esq., Captain. 

The Hon. Auoustub Calthobpb, Ut LieutemxrU. 

Walter Williams, Esq., 2nd do, 

Thomas Wood, Quarter Master. 

There are six drill days during the year, and the entire corps 
assemble annually at Lichfield, for one week, on what is termed 
permanent duty. They have frequently been called out to assist the 
civil authorities; and in 1842, during the chartist riots in the potteries, 
rendered invaluable aid in quelling similar disturbances which, at that 
time, assumed a very serious aspect in this part of the country, espe- 
cially at a place called Gold's Hill, near Wednesbury, where the 
rioters destroyed property to a considerable amount, and, but for the 
timely interference of this corps, under the command of Captain 
Forster, it is impossible to estimate what loss of both life and pro- 
perty would have ensued. The troop put the rioters to flight, 
following them up so closely, that many had to take to the canal in 
order to effect an escape ; in this way two, supposed to have been 
amongst the ringleaders, were drowned. Great numbers were taken 
prisoners, and accompanied under an escort to West Bromwich, 
where they were at once brought up for examination before Lord 
Dartmouth, and the greater portion of them committed to Stafford for 
trial. On this occasion the corps had been on active duty for three 
weeks, and, in consideration of their services, a subscription was 
entered into by the inhabitants for a testimonial, and eleven silver 
trumpets were presented — one for each troop. During a strike 
among the colliers in this, and the surrounding neighbourhood, last 
winter, the Walsall troop also rendered efficient service under Capt. 
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Chawner. It is gratifying to know that the troop is likely soon 
to increase in numbers. 

In 1824, the Corporation obtained an Act of Parliament for im- 
proving, lighting, and watching the town, and for the erection of 
gas works, which were accordingly erected in 1826, at the cost of 
£4000, This act was superseded by another of larger powers, 
passed in 1848, entitled the " Walsall Improybmbnt and Mar- 
ket Act,*' which was amended by another in 1850, providing for 
the better assessing of the poor and other local rates of the parish, 
for extending and improving the sewerage ; for empowering the com- 
missioners to erect New Gas Works, and other purposes.* This 
act embraces the clauses of the " Town's Improvement and Police 
Acts of 1847," and some other general acts of Parliament. The 
Town Council, with three gentlemen who are elected to represent 
that portion of Rushall parish which adjoins the town, are the Com- 
missioners of this local Act. 

Numerous improvements have been effected under those various 
acts, which, (combined with the progressive influence of Freehold 
Land and Building Societies,) have contributed much to the enlarge- 
ment and beauty of the town and neighbourhood. 

The flagging, paving, and drainage of the streets, have also, to a 
great extent, engrossed the attention of tjie Commissioners. 

TBI IKABXm AVnVAIBB 

are held in High-street, which is well adapted for the purpose, being 
broad and of considerable length ; it rises with a bold ascent from 
Digbeth to the summit of the hill, which is crowned by the noble 
parish church, and is lined on either side with flrst class shops. 

In 1847 an attempt was made by the Corporation to erect a 
market hall on the Bowling-green, at the back of the Dragon Inn, 
which, if successful, would not only have involved a large expendi- 
ture of public money, but inflicted a serious injury upon many shop- 
keepers and tradesmen, without promoting in the slightest degree 
the interests of the public. The simple announcement of such a 
measure naturally aroused a strong demonstration on the part of 
the inhabitants, who organised so effectually, as not only to defeat 



* This amendment was principally effected through the influence of the *' Ratepayers' 
Protection Society," who bore a considerable portion of the expenses attendant thereon. 
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the scheme, but totally upset the authority of the projectors. 
Popular indignation, long smothered, now burst forth in ardent 
denunciations against all exclusive administration — 



- like a lat^ and patient sea 



Onoe roused by cruel weather"— 

till at length, nothing short of a complete overthrow of the cabinet 
could satisfy popular opinion. The magic words " presto, change,** 
echoed through the council chamber, and immediately the local reins 
of government passed from the secret, if not avowed enemies of 
human intercourse, to those, who, (inasmuch as they belonged to) 
could better represent the human family. How irresistible is the 
tide of public opinion ! 

In 1809, a small market house was erected' by the corporation, at 
the head of High-street (where formerly stood the market cross) for 
the sale of poultry, eggs, butter, &c., but of late years it merely 
formed a repository for the various stalls, which line both sides of 
the street on market and fair days. In 1852 this building was 
taken down, in connection with several worn out habitations, which 
had long been a disgrace to, and interfered with, the sanctity and 
appearance of the venerable pile, around which they so uncere- 
moniously grouped ; the space thus given has been converted into 
a commanding (but from its great ascent a comparatively useless) 
approach to the top of the hill, where has also taken place a com- 
plete revolution. Before the south entrance to the church, which is 
now guarded by handsome iron gates, extends a spacious area, and 
the church-yard is protected by a neat palisading from the public 
path. New schools, of architectural beauty, have likewise been 
erected, which, though not exactly in keeping with the parent 
structure, yet add considerably to the scenic effect. The value of 
property given by Lord Hatherton on the occasion of these im- 
provements was £270, and by the Earl of Bradiford £300. 

THB QIHEBAL KASEET 

is held every Tuesday, and is well stocked with provisions, clothes, 
shoes, cutlery, books, &c. On Saturday there is also a good sup- 
ply, but Tuesday is the regular market day. 
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TEEFIOMABKET 

is situate a* the rear of a house in High- street, built in 1815 for the 
market-keeper, and now in the occupation of Mr. Payne, wine and 
spirit merchant. It may be easily recognised by the|Walsall Coat 
of Arms (a bear and ragged staff,) in the centre of the building. 
This was at one period a market of great repute, toll having been 
received for as many as 2,000 pigs in one day ; owing, however, to 
the facilities afforded by railway transit, they are now principally 
brought to Wolverhampton and Birmingham. 

AinnJAL PAIRS 

are held on the Feast of St. Matthias (February 24), Whit-Tuesday, 
and the Tuesday before old St. Michael's Day ; the latter is cele- 
brated for onions and cheese. The fair at Whitsuntide* is not held 
by charter, but may be deemed a fair by prescription. On the 
Sunday before Michaelmas fair, commences the Annual Wake or 
Feast, a few words respecting the origin of such festivities may 
not here be out of place. 

WAKES appear to have been instituted in lieu of the sacrificial 
festivals, which usually accompanied Pagan Worship. The Pon- 
tiff f (states Dr. Oliver, a learned Antiquarian,) saw immediately 
that without some judicious adaptation of Christianity to the pre- 
vailing superstition, success could scarcely be anticipated, and at 
once issued directions to allow the natives the indulgence of some 

• The term Whitsuntide is a combination of three words :—FAt<e, Sunday, and Tide, so 
called, because in the primitive church, those who had been newly baptised appeared at church 
—between Easter and Pentecost— in white garments. 

+ Pope Gregory the Great) who first sent missionaries among the Saxons, to convert them 
to Christianity, a.d. 597. Before his elevation to the Papal chair, he had cfaanced to pass 
through the slave market at Rome, and perceiving some children of great beauty, inquired 
about their coiutry. Finding they were English Pagans, he exclaimed,— iVbn An^li, sed 
ongeli forent, H essent Christiani ; " They would not be English but angels, had they been 
but christians ;" and from that time he was struck with an ardent desire to convert them, and 
ordered a monk named Augustine to undertake the mission. This pious father, upon his first 
landing in Thanet, sent one of his interpreters to Ethelbert^ the Kentish King, stating that he 
was come from Rome, with offers of eternal salvation. The King immediately ordered the 
missionaries to be famished with all necessaries, and even visited them, though without de- 
claring himself in their favour. Augustine, encouraged by this favourable reception, proceeded 
with redoubled zeal to preach the gospel ; and the King having at length openly espoused the 
christian religion, his example wrought so successfully on his subjects, that numbers of them 
came voluntarily to be baptised, the father loudly declaring against any coercive means 
towards their conversion. In this manner the remaining kingdoms, one after the other, 
embraced the faith. 
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of their ancient peculiarities, by incorporating into Christianity, (in 
every practicable point,) the less offensive tenets of their own super- 
stitions. He authorised Augustine to convert their temples into 
christian churches, by merely destroying the idols, and consecrating 
the altars, so that the people might enter their accustomed places of 
worship without suspicion, and offer their vows to the true and 
living Gofl." Thus the existing heathen temples were made use 
of after a formal dedication to some christian saint.* 

Such ceremonies were celebrated by a festival, and the Pontiff 
advised that the people should be encouraged on the day of festi- 
vity, to erect booths made of the branches of trees about the church ; 
this encouragement, however, was soon abused, all the churches, 
whether previously heathen temples or not, should have the day of 
their guardian saint similarly observed, till at length these open 
festivities crept into nigbtly vigils, and were hence called Wakes. 

Henry YIII abolished these feasts by law in 1536, but it appears 
to have had little or no influence on the general practice ; for in 
1579, Henry, Earl of " Darby," and others of the High Commission, 
under Queen Elizabeth, assembled at Manchester, and issued orders 
against pipers and minstrels playing, masking, and frequenting ale- 
houses, bull and bear baitings, on a Sunday, or any other day, 
during divine service, and prohibited all superfluous and super- 
stitious ringings, common feasts, and wakes.f 

In Ireland, wakes consist in the congregating together of relatives 
and friends to keep nightly vigils beside the body of a departed one ; 
on such occasions, all the good traits and deeds of the deceased are 
recounted " o'er and o'er," not unfi:equently in the most plaintive 
dirges. These mournful ditties, or keenings (as they are called by 
the natives), are generally performed by crones engaged for the 
purpose, who give vent to the most touching and expressive 
ejaculations, such as — 

" Ah, wirratthru I wirrcuihru I % wh^f dad ytm die T 

The dhudeen^ liberally bestows its soothing influence, and in this 
manner grief is duly drowned in copious libations of potheen,\\ 

• Bede, 1, 1, c 26. 

-f OllTer'8 Hist. ColL oh., p. 168, Wolyerhampton, and Whittaker's Manchester. 

t Ood help us. 

^ A short clay tobacco pipe used by the peasantry. 

i) UUcit whiskey distilled in the bogs. 
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This custom formerly prevailed to a great extent, it is now, how- 
ever, confined to but few parts of the country (principally the south 
and west), and only kept up amongst the peasantry and lower 
classes. 

" Keening funerals" (especially in the wild and romantic west), 
are of a character calculated to impress the beholder with the most 
peculiar sensations. A friend once, in a letter to the writer, thus 
graphically describes the impression he experienced on first wit- 
nessing one of these effectively picturesque processions : — 

** Having lunched at the Adelphi Lodge, in the Eilleries, with , I proceeded 

en rouie from Westport to Clifden, through the heart of Connemara; the evening 
was warm, but more genial than sultry, owing to a Hgbt wind that occasionally 
breathed over the magnificent scenery by which I was surrounded. I had dis- 
mounted from my horse, and was leisurely ascending a new road, made over the 
side of a mountain, gazing around with inexpresable delight, when suddenly a ca- 
dence (the memory of which will haunt me to my dying hour), wafted on the 
pasung breeze, and caught my ear. I inmiediately remounted, and on reaching 
the summit of the acclivity, a scene presented itself which caused me to deplore 
most bitterly my want of artistic skill — ^it was what is called a " keening funeraL" 
In the foreground was one of the common cars of the country containing a bier; 
upon this rested tlie coffin, on either side of which sat an aged crone, who alter- 
nately gave forth a strain that would have surprised even Von Weber, and on a 
given signal, the chorus was taken up by a choir of women, who followed in slow 
procesuon, and rendered it with the utmost pathos. The scenic effect was greatly 
increased by the picturesque garb of the females, who were attired in red mantles 
with hoods,* similar to a monk's cowL The* coup do&il of the mournful train was 
peculiarly imposing, and I can never forget the impression caused by the winding 
of the cortege up * the mountain's brow.' ** 

• Thete eloalu, which are genenlij oompoaed of either red or blue doth, or friese, resemble 
in form the Spanish mantle, and are commonlj worn by the female peasants in the west of 
Ireland. 
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TOUR OF INSPECTION. 

TOPOORAPHT OP THE CHCTBCH— PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS, &C., &C. 

We shall now, with the reader's permission, set out on a tour of 
inspection, and note down the particulars of such Places of Wor- 
ship, Institutions, and Public Buildings, &c., &c., as shall be 
found most worthy of observation. 

As a starting point, we shall begin with the fine old Parish 
Church. 



- Ob the hiU top behold 



The Tillage steeple, rising from the midst 
Of many a rustic edifice." 

This venerable cruciform structure (dedicated to St. Matthew) 
occupies a commanding position at the head of the town. It is 
approached from High-street by several tiers of steps, and its lofty 
summit commands an extensive and interesting view of the town 
and surrounding country. Its fine old Gothic spire, and the 
descending streets, with houses clustering round, as if paying 
homage to the sacred pile, render it an object peculiarly striking 
and picturesque, and one calculated to inspire the observer with 
feelings of profound adoration and respect. In the year 1821 the 
church, with the exception of the spire and chancel, was nearly all 
rebuilt, in the transition style of the 14th and 15th centuries, from 
a design by Mr. Godwin, at the cost of £20,000, of which £10,000 
was levied in rates on the parishioners ; £500 was given by the 
Church Building Society, who also lent £2,000 ; and the remainder 
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was raised by the sale of pews, and by individuial contributions. 
In this costly undertaking every attention appears to have been paid 
to the external form of the ancient fabric. The interior has a light 
and airy appearance, the nave is lofty and spacious, and the gal- 
leries are supported by slender, clustered iron columns, terminating 
in fine pointed arches. There are sittings for 2,500 persons, of 
which 1,136 are free.* The noble window at the west end contains 
a beautiful stained glass figure of St. Matthew, part of which was 
blown out on the evening of the 10th October, 1847, by an ex- 
plosion of gas ; fortunately, the disaster occurred after the congre- 
gation had dispersed ; one of the beadles, however, lost his life by 
the catastrophe, and the interior of the building suflfered considerable 
damage. 

In the eastern gallery, over the entrance to the chancel, stands a 
large full-toned organ, which, however, completely destroys the 
effect of a magnificent Gothic arch. This organ was built by Green 
of London, 1778, and it is recorded that the old one was at that 
time purchased for £12 10s., by Mr. George Hill, who built a house 
to contain it, but afterwards sold it to the inhabitants of Stowe 
Market, Suffolk, for their church, where, it is believed, it now 
stands. 

Though there are no traces of Saxon architecture about this 
church, yet it is certainly a fabric of considerable antiquity : many 
of its antique ornaments are still preserved. Amongst the most 
remarkable are seven oaken stalls on either side of the chancel, the 
seats of which are ornamented with a variety of grotesque figures, 
carved in basso-relievo. These seats were termed, in Monkish 
language, " misereres," but in modem phraseology might be 
appropriately designated " wide-a- wakes," being so peculiarly con- 
structed as to effectually debar the penitential occupants from som- 
niferous indulgences. In order to retain a seat, it was necessary to 
sit " bolt upright," a single " nod " being sufiicient to lay prostrate 
the offender. 



* Pews in a church were not introduced till after the Beformation, when, it is recorded, 
they were furnished -with cushions to sleep on. — (Weaver, Fun. Mon. p. 701.) In early days 
the seats were moveablef so as to afford sufELcient space for processions and other ceremonies, 
which then constituted an essential part of public worship. 
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The fine old alabaster font, of octagonal shape,* is richly sculp- 
tured, and exhibits eight shields. Not a few, however, of the 
ancient monuments have been desecrated, and either broken or 
removed. It is said that certain tablets, on which were graven 
sundry old doles, have also disappeared ; and it has been whispered, 
too, that they had been purposely put out of the way by those who 
held peculiar faith in the adage, ** dead men tell no tales." < 

Under the chancel is a curious crypt of massive Gothic work- 
manship, which forms a subterranean passage through the eastern 
portion of the churchyard. 

The tower, which is situated at the south-west angle of the west 
front, is of surpassing strength, and far from inelegant. It is com- 
posed of coarse limestone, and surmounted by a lofty and graceful 
spire, which was erected about the year 1775, when a peal of eight 
bells was put up by Mr. Rudhall, of Gloucester, the tenor weighing 
above 23 cwt. 

Each of the bells bears an appropriate inscription, as follows : — 

1 " When U8 you ring, well sweetly sing." 

2 ** Fear God, honour the king." 

^ j « Prosperity to this parish.*' 

5 ** The Rev. John Darwall, Vicar.** 

6 ** Thomas Rudhall. Gloucester, Founder.** 

7 ** Thomas Hector, Edward Licet, Thomas Overton, 

Deykin Hemming, Church Wardens.** 

8 " I to the church the living call, 

9 And to the grave do summon all.** 

Bells are of considerable antiquity, they were introduced by 
Divine command into the Jewish ceremonies, as recorded by Moses 
(Exod. xxviii. 33). It also appears by holy writ, that they were 
used by the Jews as appendages to their war-steeds. — Zeeh. xiv. 20. 
Dr. Oliver says, " Bells were first used to proclaim the hours of 
Christian devotion so early as the sixth or seventh century, and 

• The octang^olar shape is the most oonunon.— fOlivcr, Hist. Coll. Ch. Wolverhampton.) 
One of the earliest specimens is the font of St. Tecta at Milan, which was inscribed by St. AiB* 
4>ro8e as follows :— 

Octachomm sanctas templum snrrexitin usus, 

Octagonus fons est, munere dignus eo. 

Hoc numero decuit sacri baptismatis aulam, 

Surgere, quo irapulis rera sains rediit. 

Luce resurgentis Christi, qui claustra rcsolvlt 

3fertis, ct tumulis suscitct examines. 
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subsequently became common. They were baptized by appropriate 
names, and being solemnly consecrated, became subservient to the 
uses of superstition ; and the passing bell was supposed to drive 
away the evil spirit from the bed-side of the dying christian, that 
the soul at its departure might escape his talons." An injunction 
was given by the Council of Edward VI., " that all ringing with 
holy bells to drive away devijs, and all ringing or knowling of bells 
should be utterly forborne ; partly owing to this (continues the 
learned Doctor,) which prompted the avarice of churchwardens or 
parishes to dispose of all their bells as useless and superstitious, 
and partly to the ravages of the subsequent civil wars, few bells 
remained in our churches when King Charles was restored." 

Durandus enumerates six kinds of bells in the monastic institu- 
tions, viz. : — 1. Squilla, rung in the refectory; 2. Cymbalum, in 
the cloister ; 3. Nola, in the choir ; 4. Nolula, or Dupla, in the 
clock ; 5. Campana, in the steeple ; 6. Signum, in the tower. 

Fosbrooke says " that bells had brass or silver rings attached to 
the ropes, and were rung anciently by the priests themselves, and 
afterwards by their servants."* This is considered to be the origin 
of one of the forms of induction into a benefice, when the priest is 
obliged to ring a bell. 

It appears by ancient records that the benefice of St. Matthew's, 
or All Saints', was granted to the Monastery of Hales Owen, by 
Sir William Rufus, about the 4th Henry III. (1220), and was 
valued at £10 19s. 7d. in the King's books.-f- It was then a 
rectory, but was soon reduced to a vicarage, through the greediness 
of the monks, who (on a system not inapplicable to some dignitaries 
of the 19th century,) appropriated the great tithes to themselves, 
and appointed a vicar, or substitute, to perform the duty for a com- . 
paratively trifling emolument. A tolerably good idea of how the 
high ecclesiastics of the Church lived in those days can be formed 
from the old ballad of King John and the Abbot of Canterbury ; — 
" A hundred men the king did heare say, 
The abbot kept in his house every day; 
And fifty gold chaynes, without any doubt, 
In velvet coatee waited the abbot about."): 

* Gloss T. Circuli. Caiupaiia. 
+ Shaw's Antiquities, p. 8 ; or Dugd. Monast* torn ii. p. 65. 
t Relics of Anc. Poet. toI. ii. p. 309. 
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The endowment of the vicarage bears date 1248. The vicar 
nominated received a yearly stipend of thirty marks,* together with 
whatever small tithes and obventions might arise within the then 
chapelries of Wednesbury and Rushall, but which are now separate 
parishes. *^ Quod cum M agister Yincentius, rector Ecclesia de 
Waleshale ipsi cesserit, vel decesserit dicti abbas et conventus, dic- 
tam ecclesiam de Waleshale habeant, cum pertinentus et fructibus, 
ejus in usus proprios convertendo, salva tamen vicaria tres-decem 
marcarum assignandarum vicario, per viros fidelis et discretos ad hoc 
per episcopum deputatos in certis obventionibus ecclesiae ; qui etiam 
aream et sdificia ecclesiae divident inter praedictus religiosas et 
vicarium, secundum quod ratione praevia viderint expedire."-}- 

A brother and sisterhood, called the " Guild of St. John the 
Baptist," once had an altar in this church ; for it is recorded in the 
26th Richard II. that a royal license, dated at Westminster, was 
granted to T. MoUesley and Henry Flaxale, to found a chantry for two 
chaplains to celebrate mass daily, at the altar of St. John the Bap- 
tist, in the parish church of Walsall, " for the good estate of the 
King and his beloved consort, the Queen of England, and William 
Marchion, Earl of Suffolk, and Isabel, his wife, whilst living, and 
for their souls after death ; and for the souls of Henry, late Duke 
of Warwick, and their predecessors and successors ; also, for the 
brsthren and sisters of the guild ; and for the souls of all the 
faithful departed. "J There were also founded four other chantries ; 
the first by John de Beverle and William Coleson, of Walsall, in 
the 39th of Edward III. ; the second by Roger Hillary, Knight, 
15th Richard II. ; the third by Thomas Aston, of Hey wood, Knight, 
5th Henry IV. ; and the fourth by the families of Vernon and 
Bernard. A pension of £6 was annually paid to each chantry. 
Under a statute of 1st Edward VI. these chantries were dissolved, 
and the rents and services thereof reserved to the lord of the manor. 

• A mark is 13s. 4d. 
•I- [TRAirsuiTXOir.]— <* That when the Master Vincent, the rector of the Church of Walsall, 
shall haye given up or yielded to him, the said abbot and convent may have the said 
church at Walsall, with its appurtenances and fhiits, to convert them to their proper use, 
thirty marks being reserved to the vicarage to be paid to the vicar by faithful and discreet 
persons, deputed by the bishop for this purpose^ from certain incomes of the church, who 
shall also divide the area and buildings of the church between the aforesaid religious per- 
sons and the vicar, as they in consideration may think fit." 
t Shaw's Antiquities, p. 9. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



HISTORY AND ANTIQUITIES OF WALSALL. 25 

Mary and Elizabeth afterwards granted the several chantry lands 
to divers persons.* The living, as before stated, is a vicarage, 
valued in days of yore (as appears by the King's books,) at 
£10 9s. 7d. : it is now worth £500 per annum. 

The patronage is vested in the Earl of Bradford, who is required, 
in connection with Lord Hatherton, to keep in repair the chancel, 
both being impropriators of the greater part of the rectorial tithes. 
In 1845 the tithes were commuted, the rectorial for £330, and the 
vicarial for £300 per annum. The Rev. J. H. Sharwood, M.A., 
is the present vicar. 

The foundation-stone of the present schools was laid by Mrs. H. 
Highway, October 27, 1852 : they cost £743 68. lOd., of which 
sum £422 17s. 3d. was raised by a bazaar, held in September, 
1851 ; £223 was given by charitable societies, viz., by the Com- 
mittee of Council on Education, £173 ; the National Society, £45 ; 
and the Lichfield Diocesan Board, £15 ; the balance being made 
up by collections from sermons, private contributions, and the sale 
of old materials. The schools adjoin the church, and were buOt 
by Mr. James Rowley, under the gratuitous superintendence of W. 
Ward, Esq., J. P., and comprise spacious school rooms, well lighted 
and ventilated, as well as a convenient residence for the master. 

Two more schools, one at Birchills, and another at the Fleck, are 
now in course of erection. The foundation-stone of the former was 
laid June 13th (1855), by the Rev. J. H. Sharwood, who delivered 
an excellent address on the occasion, dwelling on the great respon- 
sibility of parents, and their duty to see that their children enjoy 
the privileges which were being provided for them. The site, value 
£135, has been given by the Earl of Bradford : the estimated cost 
of the building is £800. 

The foundation-stone of the latter (in connection with which it 
is in contemplation to erect a church) was laid by Mrs. Jones, of 
Spring-hill, June 18th, in the present year (1855). The land for 
these buildings has also been given by the Earl of Bradford, and is 
valued at £484. The cost of the schools, including fence-walls to 
the site of proposed new church, is estimated at £1000. 

The churchyard having been found much too small for the in- 

* Curti8*s old MS. 
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creased wants of the parish, the corporation, in 1760,* gave a spa- 
cious piece of land on the south side of the town, and in the same 
year it was walled round, and consecrated as a burial ground. This 
cemetety— 

** Where heaves the turf in many a mouldering heap," 

occupies an elevated site in Bath Street (formerly called Chapel 
ground), and at the time of its construction might have been de- 
scribed as near the hamlet called the Windmill,f which is now, how- 
ever, so inseparably connected with the town, that it is no longer a 
hamlet, but part and parcel of the town itself. Five years ago the 
nearest habitation was " the Windmill Tavern," kept by a respected 
townsman, and now member of the town-council, Mr. Benjamin 
Abnett. The ground consists of about two acres, and is covered 
with tombs and ornamental monuments, on not a few of which are 
inscriptions of a powerful and touching character. It is now so 
amply furnished with the ashes and memorials of the dead, that in- 
dependent of the necessity of carrying out the principle of extra- 
mural interment, it is absolutely requisite that an additional resting 
place should be formed, of a more modem and extensive character. 
An inquiry into the present over-crowded state of this burial- 
ground has recently taken place before Dr. Holland, inspector of 

• There is lome doubt as to the accuracy of this date, some fix 1756, others 1759. The only 
evidence on the subject is a tombstone bearing the following inscription : — 

WILLIAM BURN 
departed this life August ye 8th 
175~, Aged 56 He being the 
First that was buried hen. 

The last figure may be taken either for an 0, 6, or 9. An anecdote is current that a dispute 
<mce arose between two townsmen, with reference to the exact date on the gravestone in ques- 
tion, and a wager was the result, when one of the parties (more cute thui the other) managed, 
previous to the time appointed for deciding the wager, to get unperceived to the spot, and 
adroitly added a tail to the 0, whether at the top or bottom it is difficult to determine, as it 
now represents one both ways ; we therefore deemed it the safest plan to select the figure that 
would do for all three, and in reality goes for nought, 

+ So called from a very ancient " corn-mill" in the vicinity, with reference to which 
there is the following record bearing date 33 Edward I :— '* Thomas le Rouse, Knt., Lord 
of apurparty of Walihale, grants to Sir Roger Morteyn, Ent., and his heirs, a reasonable 
road to his windmill of Walshale, for a cart and horse at pleasure ; for which the said Roger 
gave him his purparty of the fishery called Ladypool, with its appurtenances. Dat. at 
Walshale, anno regni, reg. E. fil. reg. H. III., 33." [Ghartulary, in Brit. Mub.] See An- 
cient record in Appendix, concerning ** the grinding of come" by the inhabitants of Wals- 
hale in the Lord's MUls, in the reign of Richard II. 
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grave-yards. The investigation was brought about through a me- 
morial to Sir George Grey, signed by most of the gentry, clergy,' 
magistrates, and members of the town-council, praying that the 
grave-yard now in Walsall might be closed. From the evidence 
adduced, it appeared to be a matter of impossibility to make a new 
grave without disturbing another, and, in order to find sufficient 
space, it was necessary to use a boring rod : in every case half 
decomposed remains were turned up, and the ground was literally 
strewn with bones, to some of which the very flesh and ligaments 
were attached. The Sexton's wife affirmed that the fumes arishig 
from the disturbed soil have been so intolerable as to frequently 
cause her husband to faint during his occupation, and but for timely 
aid the consequences might have proved fatal. It was also stated 
that the present Sexton* had been in office about fourteen years, 
during which period he had thrice worked the ground over, and had 
<Jommenced the fourth round ; and, furthermore, that the place was 
made a play-ground for children, a pasture for sheep, and a resort 
for dissolute characters, who actually converted the tombstones into 
gaming tables.f A discussion arose as to the advisability of making 
an exception with regard to the final closing of old family vaults, 
and it was shown, that at Plymouth and other places, where the 
right of burial in such was reserved, the vaults, soon after the 
formation of a new cemetery, invariably passed into disuse. 

St. Matthew's Churchyard was likewise represented as being 
full, without possessing any means of extension. The number of 
interments in the vaults was not above twenty annually. 

In St. Peter's Burial Ground, which was opened in 1841, 

• <* Sexton," here, means " grayedigger.'* In many plaoei the term is only applied to 
an under officer of the church, whose duty it is to keep the building in order, and open the 
pew doors, &c. Here, the beadles perform those offices. 

■I- This reckless and indecent profanation of the ** sacxed donnitory " lamentably recalls 
to one's mind the vitiated taste and customs of the early ages, when churchyards were no 
sooner enclosed, than they were appropriated as places of public amusement. According to 
Aubrey, " in ev«ry parish was a dionch-house, to which belonged spits, crockB, and otiier 
ntensils, for dressing provisions. Here the housekeepers met, the young people were there 
too, and had dancing, bowling, shooting at butts, &c,, the ancients gravely sitting by and 
looking on." Fosbrook further informs us, that ** Whitsun ales were brewed by the ohunfli- 
wardena, and sold in the church ; and the profits— there being no rates for the relief of the 
poor— were distributed amongst them,** It was also customary for barbers to come and 
shave the parishioners in the churchyard on Sundays and high festivals, before matins 
This liberty continued till a.d. 1422, when it was restrained by a particular prohibition of 
Richard Flcmyng, Bishop of Lincoln. (Oliver's Hist. Col. Ch. Wolverhampton, p. 95.) 

E 
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there had heen up to the time of the present inquiry, 841 intern- 
ments ; and it was observed that a grave was no sooner made here, 
than it became filled with water, although the ground had been 
drained throughout the entire length of the boundaries. 

From the nature of the foregoing evidence it is obvious that the 
speedy formation of a New Cemetery, on a more extended scale, 
is highly necessary, and we trust that ere long Walsall will be able 
to claim, amongst other important improvements, a spot for the 
interment of its dead such as can be looked upon with some satis- 
faction ; and not a depository like the present, which it is impossible 
to survey without feelings of regret, horror, and disgust. 

Immediately opposite the principal entrance to the cemetery are 
MOLESLErS ALICS-HOVSES. 
They comprise eleven tiled, brick dwellings for as many poor 
women, and are built somewhat after the Tudor fashion. They are 
readily recognizable from the singular height of their chimneys, and 
an inscription on a stone slab in front of the central habitation, 
descriptive of their origin. They were erected and endowed by the 
Corporation, a.d. 1825, in lieu of a dole of one penny theretofore 
annually distributed to every person resident in the borough and 
foreign of Walsall, and parish of Rushall, and commonly called 
" Molesley's dole." The ftdl particulars relative to this dole 
and institution, as well as a similar one close by, known as 
" Harper's Alms-houses," will be found in another portion of 
this work, under the head of " Inquiry into the Charities." We 
shall, therefore, (with the reader's permission) pass on through one 
of yon favourite avenues, lined on either side with motley groups 
of well tended gardjens, protected by trimmed and perfrimed 
hedges, — and, for the most part, occupied by such of the inhabitants 
as are not favoured with similar retreats at their respective homes, — 
in order to get a peep at the pretty 

VICAEAaE HOUSE, 
which stands at a short distance beyond, where the smoke may be 
seen graceftilly curling through the high and tufted trees. This 
beautifully secluded dwelling is more an object of admiration for its 
extremely modest and picturesque appearance, than for any peculiar 
elegance of structure. It is approached by a winding path, bor- 
dered by fragrant shrubs and evergreens, and pleasantly shaded by 
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trees of various hues, in which it is so embosomed, as to be at a 
few yards distance, almost obscured from view. Nature's loveliest 
gifts adorn its stuccoed walls, and on one side extends a sloping 
lawn ; in fine, it is just such a spot as the romantic mind 
would conceive to be a suitable abode for a ministering servant of 
God, and forcibly recalls the words of the poet, — 

> If there's peace to be found in the world. 



A heart that is humble might hope for it here," 

On an adjoining height, called St. Mary's Mount, stands out in 
bold relief 

THE SOMAN CATHOUG CHAPEL, 

dedicated to St. Mary. It is a large, handsome, and substantial 
structure (its walls being over three feet at its base,) in the Grecian 
style, capable of accommodating upwards of a thousand persons. 
It was founded by the late Rev. Francis Martyn,* by private sub- 
scriptions, from the design of Joseph Ireland, Esq., of London, 
and was opened in the summer of 1827 with the imposing ceremonial 
usual upon such an occasion. Its cost, including the presbytery, 
was upwards of £6,000. The Earl of Shrewsbury (through whose 
instrumentality the building has been cleared of all incumbrances) 
was a princely contributor ; also, Joseph Bagnell, Esq., of Spring 
Hill, who gave £500. The land, together with the adjoining 
burial groimd, was the gift of the late Mr. Joseph Cox. 

The Schools were built a short time afterwards, but have been 
since enlarged to their present size. They consist of two long 
well-lighted rooms> each of which is capable of accommodating 
200 children. The present average number of attendants in the 

• The reverend founder (who died a.d., 1838, in his fiftjr-sixth year,) was revered by 
persons of all denominations. His memory is perpetuated by a yotive Tablet of classic 
beanty, designed and executed by Mr. W. Smith, a local sculptor, of unquestionable, though 
with regret it must be added, by no means duly appreciated talent. It comprises a hand- 
some slab of jet marble, bearing a suitable inscription ; the slab rests on a richly sculptured 
baae of chaste design, composed \of cten stone, and exhibiting in aUo relievo the yariona 
insignia appertaining to the sacerdotal office ; the Chausable, Thurible, Chalice, Crucifix, 
Stole, Maniple, and Girdle. The whole is surmounted by a colossal bust of the deceased, sup- 
ported by a bold cornice, from the centre of which rises a cross, surrounded by a halo of 
radient glory. The likeness has been modelled from a highly prized miniature, and pronoun- 
ced admirable. Altogether this appropriate work of art, whether as regards design or 
execution, displays merit of no ordinary character, and it is to be hoped that the talented artist 
will meet with that encouragement to which he has proved himself so pre-eminently entitled. 
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day school is about 150. There is also a Sunday school, with 
about 200 children. Iksides these, however, there are several 
schools kept by private persons, and under the auspices of the 
Catholic clergy in different quarters of the town. Those attached 
to St. Mary's are under the care of the religious Sisters of St. Paul, 
whose zeal is greatly to be extolled. 

The present officiating clergymen are the Revs. Walter Lovi and 
W. F. Payne, 

The foundation-stone of a new Chapel has been recently laid on 
a site in Blue Lane, — ^a quarter of the town principally inhabited 
by natives of the " Emerald isle," for whose accommodation it is 
intended. It will be a large building, in the Gothic style, dedicated 
to St. Patrick, and capable of holding 1000 persons. It is ex- 
pected to be opened for public service about the close of the present 
year (1855). 

Within a short distance of St, Mary's Chapel is a neat row of 
buildings, remarkable for their elevated position, and called St. 
Mart's Row, the principal portion of which is occupied by the manu- 
factory and residences of Messrs. Harvey and Buffery, extensive 
platers and harness manufacturers. " St. Mary's Mount " com- 
mands a broad and pleasing aspect, embracing the ancient town 
of Wednesbury (vulgarly called " Wedgebury,") and several 
intermediate works, among which stand out prominently those of 
Messrs. Lancaster and Beyfords, situate near the Pleck, and the 
new " Alma Tube Works," belonging to Edward Russell, Esq. 

THE BACE COUBSE • 

stretches its verdant turf immediately in front, and is bounded on 
one side by an imposing street named after the Lord of the Manor, 
" Bradford Street," and composed of handsome stuccoed residences, 
detached, and semi-detached, as well as in uniform groups, most of 
them adorned with neatly-laid out flower plats and shrubberies, and 
on the other by the South Staffordshire Railway. The Grand 
Stand was erected in 1809, at the cost of £1,300 (in £25 shares,) 

* This land belongs to the Lord of the Manor, bat the freeholders of the parish claim 
the right of feeding cattle thereon, from Lammas Daj to Candlemaa in every year. This 
privilege has been enjoyed from time immemorial^ and it is probable was one of the many 
tiberties granted by William RufuR, in the reign of Henry III., already alluded to in page 4. 
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on a piece of land, measuring 165 square yards, given by the Earl 
of Bradford, on a lease of 99 years, at the nominal rent of on& 
shilling per annum. It was provided that each subscriber should 
receive interest for his money, and a free ticket, transferable at 
pleasure. Soon after the completion of the building, one of the 
lower compartments was converted into a billiard room, which was 
supported for some time by annual subscribers. It has however 
been in disuse for several years. The table (which stOl remains in 
its accustomed position) was formerly the property of Lord Chi- 
chester Spencer, of Fisherwick Park. 

The Stand is now in the possession of Mr. Boynton (of the 
Shakespear Tavern, Peal Street,) to whom it has been let on rental 
for a period of seven years. 

The Races are held here anniially, at Michaelmas, on the 
Wednesday and Thursday, during the wake. 

It will now be necessary to return to our original starting point 
by a circuitous route, through the most ancient portion of the town, 
where gable fronts, and moss-covered tiles, dusky fabrics, and 
narrow lanes, alone present themselves, but which, for their very 
imperfections and infirmities, are rendered doubly interesting, 
teaching, as they do, a useful lesson — humility to man. As for 
ourselves, we confess to having a superstitious reverence for the 
antique, whether old buildings, old books, old paintings, old 
china, or old arm chairs ; and in proportion as we abhor the sight 
of ancient dames in youthful garb, so much, is our antipathy to old 
dwellings with inconsistently modern fronts, preferring rather to 
behold them in their pristine uncouthness, than in hypocritical 
costume. Let not these remarks, however, be misconstrued into 
an advocacy of existing evils opposed to public good; on the 
contrary, it is contended that private interests, or private taste, 
should at all times give way to public benefits, and consequently, 
whatever, or wherever, may be found an obstacle to public health 
or convenience, whether it be " the old house at home," or the 
palace of a monarch, such should be alike removed. 

Entering Dudley Street from " St. Mary's Mount," we repass 
the " Chapel Schools," and " Vicarage Gate," and continue its 
narrowing course to where it unites with Peal Street, and is joined 
on the right by Bath Street, at the entrance of which, imme-- 
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diately opposite to " Harper's Alms-bouses," stand the family 
residence and warehouses of F. B. Oerton, Esq., the present mayor.* 
In Dudley Street, facing Bath street, are 

THE VICAEAGS WATEB BATHS, 
from which the latter street derives its present name. These baths 
were established in 1850, by the late Thomas Gamson, and com- 
prise a large plunge bath, and several slipper baths, hot and cold. 
They are supplied with the purest water, from natural springs, with 
which Walsall abounds. The baths have conferred a gracious boon 
on the town, and afford in the summer season a luxury much to 
be desired and enjoyed. 

In Peal Street there is nought to particularize save its extreme 
narrowness and topsy-turvy appearance, more especially where it 
unites with two branches, called Church Street and New Street, 
to which the respective titles of Church Lane and Crooked Alley 
would assuredly have been more appropriate. The former of these 
leads to the summit of Church Hill, and the latter to the suburbs 
of Little London and the Windmill. The approach to this 
junction, from either side, forms an ascent which bears a striking 
resemblance to a pig's back, and singularly apropos, one of the 
most celebrated pork shops in the town (Mr. John Smith's) is here 
situated. In some parts the space is scarcely sufficient to allow 
the passing of two wheelbarrows, and certainly deserves the atten- 
tion of the " Town Commissioners ;" for while they beautify and 
improve the " West end," they should not altogether forget their 
less fortunate brethren in this time-honoured portion of the town. 
Turning our course into the zigzag division of " New Street," and 
steering onwards through the upper portion (which is of somewhat 
fairer dimensions) we pass Temple Street,-}- and a narrow pas- 
sage, called Gorton's Yard (both of which communicate with 
Church Hill and Hill Street,) and take the next opening, 
Birmingham Street, a declivity leading to King Street and 
Ahlewell Street, and terminating in the Birmingham Road, where 

• Mr. Oerton has a priyate mansioD, now in course of erection, on a retired and pic- 
turesque spot, between the " Old THndmill " and the ancient habitation long known as the 
" Folly House." The building occupies an elevated position, and commands an aspect of 
considerable extent and beauty. 

-I- Temple Street was at one period " Crooked Alley " in reality, both by name and 
nature. 
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is situate Spring Hill^ a beautiful seat in the occupation of William 
Jones, Esq,, on whose grounds the " Walsall Floral and Horticultural 
Society " held on the 18th July, in the present year (1865), their 
second and most successM show of the season. The houses in Bir- 
mingham Street, though not very numerous, yet embrace a great 
variety of style, young and old, little and big, public and private, 
stick side by side together. About midway on the left, a group of 
the " rael ould stock " form a kind o^ curve, not very much dis- 
similar to " Vandyke's line of beauty " (only scarcely so graceful) 
and seem as if striving with each other for the foremost place ; just 
as pedestrians on a race course may be seen eagerly pressing 
forward to obtain a peep at the " coming in." Some of the build- 
ings are of a large and substantial character, and have attached to 
them extensive shopping. One spacious mansion (formerly the 
residence of Joseph Cowley, Esq., at one time Mayor of Walsall) 
has been recently rescued from decay by Mr. E. B. Baldwin, of 
Bradford Street,— an extensive saddle manufacturer, — ^who has 
purchased the property. Both house and grounds are now under- 
going considerable renovations and improvements, which bid fair to 
render these premises once more, a prominent ornament to the 
neighbourhood. 

On this site once stood the residence of Captain Henry Stone, 
who is described by Sir Simon Degge as having been originally a 
merchant of Plymouth ; but by all accounts a busy man in seques- 
trations, decimations, and in the first war against the King having, 
it is said, gained thereby a great estate.* For many years previous 
to 1813 (when the property was bought by Joseph Cowley, Esq., 
who erected the present building) this ancient and noted habitation 
had been known by the sign of the " Wheat Sheaf," and ranked 
as a first-class inn. The portion now occupied by the garden and 
pleasure ground, then formed a spacious bowling green. In addition 
to common report, and other evidence of this having been the 
actual residence of that active oflScer of Cromwell's army, it is 
recorded by Shaw that the initials of his own and his wife's name 
were graven on a large brick in front of the building, f 

• Degge's Additions to Erdeswick, p. 81. 
i Tlus brick i« now in the poBsession of Joseph Cowley, Esq. The initials are graTvn thus '.— ' 

S. 
H. S. 
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Abvgwell Strzet is of good length and proportionate width ; 
many tii the buildings are commodious, and bear the stamp of ancient 
respectabOity; here, are the extensive Patent Tube Works of Messrs. 
Cowley and Madeley, where some hundreds of hands are constantly 
employed ;• here, too, is a very old fabric, for many years known 
as the Red Lion Inn^-f where, it is stated, that Queen Elizabeth 
once slept. There is, however, no authority for this but tradition.;}: 
A few paces from this famous hostel is 

THE WESLETiJr CHAPEL, 
a handsome structure, with stuccoed front and Corinthian pilasters. 
It was erected in 1829, at the cost of £1,700, in lieu of an old 
chapel in Paradise Court, and is capable of accommodating 800 
persons. 

Branching out of Ablewell Street, on the south, leading to the 
Church, are Hill Street, a narrow opening, called the Ditch, and 
Rushall Street (upper); on the north, are Pool Street, Bank 
Street^ Puddock Lane, and Rushall Street (lower), from which 
emanate several minor streets and courts. In the neighbourhood 
of " Paddock Lane " many buildings are now in course of erection. 
A new street is also in formation from here to Lichfield street, along 
the east side of Hatherton Lake, and promises a most desirable 
site for private residences. 

Lower Rushall Street leads to both of the last-mentioned 
places, and comprises some spacious dwellings, most of which, 
however, exhibit unmistakable signs of broken-down pride. At 
the comer of Ablewell Street stands a large and conspicuous man- 
sion, formerly the residence of the late Joseph Stxibbs, Esq., Town 
Clerk, and father of the present highly-gifted and much- respected 
townsman, G. B. Stubbs, Esq. This building has, for some years, 
been occupied as a seminary (conducted by Mr. G. Bay ley, a gen- 
tleman of known talent), and may be ranked as the only private 
academy, of any note, in the town. On the opposite side of the 
4Sitreet is the manufactory of Messrs. Eyland and Sons, opticians, 
where several thousand pairs of spectacles are turned out weekly. 

• Forty-five years ago, on the site of these premises, stood Mr. James Russell's gun. 
tarrel manufactory, the chimney of which formed a most oonspicuous object, being at that 
period the loftiest and only one of its kind in the town. What rank it would daim among 
the chimney population, now-a-days, it is difficult to say. 

i Situate at the comer of Paddock Lane. t Shaw's Antiquities, p. 6. 
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In HoltshiU Lane (close by) are the stirrup works of Mr. Samuel 
Cox, a respected member of tbe Town Council. A short dis- 
tance from the end of Lower Rushall Street, on the east side 
of Hatherton Lake, once stood Reynold's Hall, the seat of 
John Persehouse, Esq., a distinguished loyalist, during the ciyil 
wars of Charles I. Not a vestige of this ancient structure is now 
remaining, the hall, gardens, and avenue, having been destroyed 
to get at the lime stone rocks underneath.* 

Upper Rushall Street is composed of some good old-fashioned 
houses and shops, and may be considered si fair business street ; 
instead however of passing up here, we shall take a short cut by 
Goodall Street to the Guildhall, merely stopping on our way for 
a few moments in order to notice 

THE BAPTIST CHAPEL. 

This place of worship was erected in 1833, at the cost of £810. 
It has since been considerably enlarged, and capacious school 
rooms have also been added. These improvements cost £400, the 
whole of which sum has been long since cleared off through volun- 
tary contributions and collections firom neighbouring congregations. 
There are two other Sunday schools connected with the chapel, one 
in Short Acre^ where also is a preaching station, and one in New- 
hall Street (Windmill). Upwards of 500 children receive instruc- 
tion on the Sabbath by means of these schools. 

This church had a remarkably small beginning, having been 
originally formed of only five individuals, who met together for 
worship in an upper room, gratuitously set apart for the purpose. 

♦ Sir Simon Degge says :— " At Reynold's Hall is the seat of John Persehouse, whoso 
father was a practitioner in the law, and lived in good repute. His son adhered to King 
Charles I. in the late war, and was forced to a composition with the Parliament, at the rate 
of £119, hy the name of John Piershouse, of Reynolds Haw, or Hall, Walshall. The said 
John was prebendary and yicar of Weston, P«i, and Rosse. The family had this seat in 
marriage with one of the daughters and co-heiresses of — Walker, of Reynolds Hall, in whose 
name and family it had for some time continued." Richard Persehouse, the last of the 
family who resided here, was left a minor. In 1762 be was one of those pricked down for 
Sheriff for the county of Stafford, but was not nominated or confirmed by the King. He had 
a tender constitution, and a thin habit of body, which was attacked by a fever that carried him 
off in December, 1771, being not more than 40 years old. He left the chief part of his estates 
at Reynolds Hall, Walsall, in Rushall, with a moiety of the tithes of the last parish, in 
Lynne, &c., to his godson, John Walhouse, second son of Moreton Walhouse, Esq., of 
Hatherton-on-Cannoc, by Frances, sister of Sir Edward Lyttleton, Baronet, of Pillaton. 
(Shaw's Antiquities, p. 7, and Sander's History of Shenstone, p. 238.) 

F 
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Their exertions were not allowed to pass unrewarded, and in a 
short time their numbers had so far increased as to render it ex- 
pedient to rent a large club-room, which was in due course opened 
for Divine service, and was for some time supplied with preachers 
from Birmingham, and the neighbouring towns. In 1832 the 
Baptists formed themselves into a society, and* the Rev. James 
Maurice was invited to be their pastor : the efforts then put forth 
led to the building of the present structure. The Rev. Robert 
Hamilton succeeded Mr. Maurice, and soon afterwards a division 
took place, which caused the erection of Ehenezer Chapel in 
Stafford Street, The Rev. R. P. Macmaster is the present minister. 
Now then for 

THE GUILBHALL. v 

It is said, that " walls have ears." Had they but the power of 
speech, doubtless, this fabric could a " tale unfold." A tale of 
" gay a^^ festive scenes " in days of yore, when Corporate 
authority dwelt in empty sculls and bloated stomachs, in three- 
cocked hats and ornamental poles, in flowing robes and civic chains, 
in pageantry and splendour ; and Corporate duties consisted in 
eating, drinking, and making merry ; in loyal toasts and boisterous 
revelry ; whilst townsmen-dupes looked hungry on, and " paid the 
piper." 

This judicial palace and seat of municipal authority, is a large and 
substantial building, the windows and angles of which are bound with 
fretted stone work. It was built about 1773. The centre retires some 
distance from the pathway, and is supported by projecting wings, 
forming a recess for the principal entrance, which is approached by a 
flight of steps, and enclosed by an iron gate and palisading. Over 
the doorway is a niche, which is said to have been originally intended 
for a statue of Charles I. ; it has, however, never been graced by 
the royal memento, and now contains a figure of Justice, The 
eye of a keen observer would readily detect that one of her scales 
is decidedly more elevated than the other, — ^a circumstance which, 
though not perhaps applicable to the present local administration, 
yet looks somewhat singular. Up to a, very recent period the 
" stocks " held a prominent place in front of this edifice. They 
were erected in 1847, during the mayoralty of a gentleman who 
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bore the euphoneous name of " Box,** which brought forth sundry 
efiusions from the Walsall *' Muses,** such as : — 

" Yon curious leg vise, called the " stocks," 
The produce was, of ft WalsaU Box,** 

This not very graceful appendage was removed in 1854, on a 
motion made in the Town Council by Mr. John Wilkinson, of High 
Street, thus affording to the " Muses " an opportunity of com- 
pleting the verse as follows : — 

" So much did public will prevail. 
This /«y viae had to give *leghaU,*** 

The front entrance immediately opens into the Court Room, where 
are held the Quarterly and Petty Sessions. The right wing com- 
prises a large apartment where the members of the Corporation 
meet, and is called the Mayor*8 Parlour, Connected with this 
wing, and fronting Goodall Street, is the Police Station*— erected in 
1843 — under which is the Borough gaol, or " Lock up.** The 
left wing is occupied by the Dragon Inn, where there is a spacious 
Assembly Room.* The County Court is held here monthly, but 
the room is also used for festivals, concerts, public meetings, 
elections, &c. The ancient wooden staves belonging to the Mayor 
and Corporation, and still deposited in the hall, are curious relics 
of antiquity, being decorated with heads of various animals, &c., 
rudely carved. A curious custom prevails, of throwing apples and 
nuts from the Guildhall on St. Clement's Day, to be scrambled for 
by the populace, f 

Passing the " Pig Market '* (which has been already under 
notice), we arrive at an opening on the right, at the comer of which 
stands a very ancient and remarkable-looking habitation, known as 
the Woolpack Inn, kept by Hugh Barlow. Now, bearing this in 
mind, together with the fact, that to each street is affixed its peculiar 
name, the tourist will be enabled to discover that the particular 
opening in question, is called ** The Square,'* — a conclusion at 

• The present proprietor is Mr. Edward Parker. 

i This custom appears to have been derived from the Druids. Meyrick, in his History 
of Cardiganshire, amongst many other sports common Tvith the peasantry in Wales, and 
the origin of which he traces to Druidism, enumerates :— " Supping upon parsnips, nuts, 
and apples ; then they catch at an apple suspended by a string, with the mouth alone ; and 
the same by an apple in a tub of water." A similar custom prevails in both Scotland and 
Ireland, but is kept up on " Hallow Eve," the day preceding that of " All Saints," and 
not on St. Clement's Day, 
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which it is very doubtful he could have arrived, without the aid of 
the signs just pointed out, inasmuch as it bears about the same 
resemblance to a square as a " kilt does to a pair of trowsers," or 
" Queen Elizabeth's pocket pistol, in Dover Castle, to Colt's 
revolver." At one time it may have been entitled to that dis- 
tinction, but at present (save a small space near High Street) 
it is merely a convenient passage leading to Freer Street ^ 
Bridge Street^ and Lichfield Street^ at which junction stands that 
well-conducted and justly-appreciated establishment, the Stork 
Hotels* kept by Mr. George Moore. 

In this square formerly stood tlie Theatre, built in 1803, by sub- 
scription, in shares of £50, each subscriber receiving the usual 
interest, and a silver ticket, transferable at pleasure. The site was 
granted by James Adams, Esq., for the term of 99 years. The 
inside was neatly fitted up, and the receipts of a full house was 
reckoned to produce from £50 to £60. Through want of sufficient 
support the building remained for a considerable period unoccupied, 
and was eventually converted into houses of business. 

Now, whilst dramatic representations which " o'erstep not 
modesty," but " hold, as 'twere, the mirror up to nature," are 
calculated to cultivate pure and classic taste, and elevate the mind 
to nobility and virtue ; entertainments, such as those too frequently 
met with in minor provincial theatres, are productive of the most 
vitiating results ; perhaps, therefore, the removal of the building in 
question ought rather to be hailed as a fortunate circumstance than 
otherwise. It is, however, contended that in a town like Walsall — 
80 flourishing in a commercial point of view — there should be some 
place of recreation for the toiling masses of the people ; some 
institution in which might be combined the advantages of a cheap 
library and reading room ; useful, entertaining, and illustrative 
lectures ; dramatic and other readings ; debating and mutual im- 
provement classes ; ** popular concerts ;" in fine, all representations 
suitable to the wants of the working classes, and tending to their 
intellectual and moral improvement. 

What more interesting or picturesque, than a village reading 
party ? Imagine the reader, perchance the village blacksmith, as 

• At the corner of the square passage, opposite to the side entrance of the " Stoiik 
HoTBL," is the- warehouse of Mr, Edward Adams, a gentleman much respected by all 
classes. 
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be sits on a summer's eve under the shade of *' a brave old oak/' 
in front of the village inn, with specks on nose, and sleeves up- 
turned, exposing his brawny arms; mark how carefully he 
traverses the newsp|per broadsheet, and traces with his homy 
fbrefinger line by line, lest a single sentence might be overpassed ; 
notice how the neighbours eagerly gather round him, while with 
open mouths, they drink in every word. The reading may be 
indifferent, the newspaper out of date, but still the charm remains 
unbroken. 

Why not carry out the idea, and establish in Walsall reading 
parties on an extended scale ? Such a scheme has been recently 
tried in Birmingham by the Rev. J. C. Barrett, in St. Mary's school 
room, and with much success. On stated evenings, the current 
news is read from various organs, as well as extracts from the most 
useful and popular works ; behind the reader hang maps and plans, 
to which reference is made as the occasion requires, and thus much 
valuable geographical and historical information is conveyed to the 
minds of the audience. Such mode of inculcating instruction to 
the adult working classes must prove of incalculable benefit. 

The Free Reading Room established by the Rev. J. C. Miller, of 
St. Martin's, Birmingham, has also been productive of great good. 

The following paragraph, which appeared in a recent number of 
the " Staffordshire Advertiser," also goes far to establish the im- 
portance of such a scheme : — 

** Readings on the War, at Lonoton. — These bi-weekly readiDgs, which 
from the first have been supported in a manner that must have been highly 
encouraging to the promoters of the scheme, have attracted such large audiences 
during the week, that it has been found necessary to hold them in the large hall, 
instead of the ante-room of the new Town Hall, as previously." 

It is much to be regretted that Walsall should be so far behind 
in these important matters. This unfortunate state of things is 
evidently, in a great measure, attributable to prejudice and a ruinous 
division of class, which, wherever they exist, are certain to para- 
lyse every effort used, to carry out schemes calculated to be univer- 
sally beneficial. The favoured few can have their libraries, reading 
rooms, and sundry other privileges, their right to which is not for 
one moment denied ; but, surely, whilst they enjoy those advantages, 
they might bestow a small portion of their wealth, their time, and 
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their patronage, on that class to whom, after all, they are so much 
indebted for their respective positions : nor should some of them 
forget that they themselves have sprung from that portion of the 
community whom they thus so ungenerously jieglect and apparently 
despise. 

The following extract from a letter written by Mr. W. Langham, 
Honorary Secretary to the late Mechanics' Institute, to the Right 
Hon. Lord Ha^herton, and dated the 11th September, 1841 (just 
two months previous to the dissolution of this most useful of insti- 
tutions*) is of itself sufficient to justify the foregoing remarks. 
After enumerating the various newspapers and periodicals (many of 
which it had become necessary to discontinue for the want of funds) 
and giving a financial statement, which showed on the one hand 
a fearful diminution of subscribers — ^there being then only 35f — 
and on the other a debt owing by the Society to the amount of 
£17 18s. lO^d., Mr. Langham thus proceeds : — 

** When the Institution was in formation, and also up to the present time, it 
was our practice, as far as possible, to steer clear of politics and religion ; we 
selected members of oppo^te politics, and also of various religious opinions, for 
committees and other offices ; we did not allow any religious discussions to take 
place between Members while on the premises of the Institution ; yet, with all 
this, the high Tory party of this town never gave us credit for so doing, but, on 
the contrary, used all their influence to prohibit the young men in their ware- 
houses and offices becoming members, and ultimately prevented the attendance of 
those who had already entered without their knowledge ; this, too, just at a time 
when a party of them had established a class for ' mutual instruction,' appointed 
to meet on certain evenings for the purpose of delivering and receiving opinions on 
philosophical questions. They have spoken of Mechanics' Institutions in terms 
not the most respectful, for which, I am sorry they had not more prudence 
and discernment ; for I think that such societies are calculated to inspu-e the 
minds of the young with a real love of science and literature, and (next to religion) 
are best adapted to conduct them from all that is. low and sensual." 

The following is a verbatim copy of his Lordship's reply, which 
though laconic, yet speaks volumes. 

" Sib, " Teddesley Hall, Sept ISih, 1841. 

" I am much obliged to you for your letter, and I beg leave to transmit to 
you ten pounds f as a donation to the * Walsall Mechanics' Institution.' 

** Yours truly, 

" HATHERTON." 
• The " Walaall Mechanics' Institute " was established 12th February, 1839, under the 
presidency of Richard James, Esq. F. Finch, Esq., then Member for the Borough, con- 
tributed the munificent sum of j^lOO. 

t Above 100 Members paid subscriptions the first quarter. 
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About the same time Robert Scott, Esq., then M.P. for Walsall, 
with the like liberality, became an annual subscriber of Jive guineas ; 
and Viscount Ingestre also came forward with his support. The 
only other honorary members then belonging to the institution, and 
who subscribed from one to two guineas annually, were — Charles 
Forster, Esq. (the present member for the borough), C, F. Cotterall, 
John Day, H. Cox, H. Highway, and J. Hicken, the late 
able secretary to the " Anti-Corn Law League." Left almost 
entirely dependant on a few philanthropic individuals, the society 
found it alike impossible to struggle against the prejudice, and 
operative influence of a wealthy and important class of large manu- 
facturers, and the consequent apathy of those for whose benefit 
it was founded, and whose duty it was to support it to the utter- 
most. Thus fell, on the 12th November, 1841, the " Walsall 
Mechanics' Institution." 

Let us now examine what were really the objects of this society, 
which appears to have been opposed with so much virulence. 
What states the prospectus ? 

^ A Society which had for its object (he improvement of (he working classes in 
Tnoral character and mechanical shUV* 

By what means ? 

A library of reference, a circulating library and reading rooms, a museum 
of machines, models, minerals, and natural history ; lectures on natural and 
experimental philosophy, practical mechanics, astronomy, chemistry, literature, 
mathematics, and other branches of useful hiowledge, few of these opportu- 
nities of instruction having been hitherto within the reach of the working classes. 

A Society which duly appreciated the benefits derivable from charitable 
education, and interfered not with other educational establishments : whose 
members were deeply impressed with the belief, that all education that required 
personal exertion in the obtaining, was most highly valued, and most wisely 
applied to the purposes of real life ; and that self cultivation abstracted men from 
vicious pursuits, taught them the beneficial use of their own powers, led them to 
depend more on their own exertions, and generated habits of industry, sobriety, 
and economy,— a Society to be composed of men desirous of moving in their own 
improvement, of associating with all others who were so disposed, and of obtaining 
and communicating useful knowledge, from the first elements of education, to th& 
higher'' branches of science. 

Mechanics, who sought not to separate themselves from their more wealthy 
townsmen, but earnestly desired their assistance and co-operation, both in the 
establishment and management of the Institution ; who invited all classes, and 
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formed sach regulations as would be suitable to all, so far as confining themselves 
strictly to science and general literature, every member being left in the most 
perfect freedom to the enjoyment of his own religious and political opinions, — an 
Institution established for the purpose of spreading such principles as should give 
a beneficial direction to the ingenuity of working men — ^from whom mechanical 
inventions generally spring — that existing modes of manufacture might be im- 
proved, and new manufactures introduced. 

The general subscription was IDs. per annum, but apprentices, and sons and 
brothers of members, being minors, were admitted to aU the privileges of the 
Institution, on payment of 6s. annually. 

It is surely unnecessary to offer any comments, but it is difficult 
to suppress a cry of skame to those, who could array themselves as 
antagonists to an Institution based upon such principles, and 
established for the furtherance of such objects ; and a still louder 
cry of shame to the operatives themselves, who, instead of uniting 
together to preserve with determination and zeal the interests of 
their Institution, allowed it through apathy to pass away. Is it 
too late to try again ? Unquestionably not.* 

Another most important Institution, established in November, 
1854, namely, the 

WALSAIli SCHOOL OF DESIGN AND OBNAMENTAL ABT, 

were it not for the philanthropic and enterprising spirit of its 
talented master and founder (Mr. W. Smith,) must also have, 
ere this, sunk into oblivion. The apathy so proverbial to Walsall, 
with reference to any project tending to mental culture and refine- 
ment, was never more forcibly exemplified than in the lamentable 
fact that this excellent establishment has been allowed — from its 
infancy to the present period — ^to struggle for a miserable existence, 
unnoticed and uncared for. Would it be believed that in a town 
like Walsall, with its 30,000 inhabitants, the students now attending 
the school do not exceed twelve in number ? The course of study is 
similar to that adopted by the Board of Trade, London, com- 
mencing with elementary drawing, and graduating to the study of 
light and shade, from the fiat and round ; also studies from nature, 
combining the human figure both from the cast and life model. 
The terms appear to be extremely moderate, viz., 10s. 6d. per qr. 

• Since writing the above, the Author has been informed that it is in contemplation to 
make available to the town, if possible, the various privileges arising from the " Public 
Library Act of 1855." A few spirited and philanthropic gentlemen have taken the matter 
in hand, and it is to be hoped that so noble an undertaking will meet with universal support. 
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for tlie elementary, and 10s. 6d. for the fall course. It is also 
well known that the present Master studied under some of the most 
distinguished men of the day:* to wit, Mr. Haminersly, now 
Master of the School of Design, Manchester ; Messrs. Richardson, 
Horseley, and Townsend, respective masters of ornamental, figure, 
and anatomical classes at the Somerset House Academy ; and 
though last, not least, George Wallis, Esq., of the School of Orna- 
mental Art, Birmingham. He has, furthermore, executed works 
for the late Welby Pugin, Esq., the celebrated Gothic architect ; 
assisted in the sculpture decorations of the new Houses of Parlia- 
ment, and received the Society of Arts medal from his Royal 
Highness, Prince Albert, for superior models. It is qidte evident, 
therefore, that the hitherto non-appreciation of the project cannot 
be attributed either to the course of instruction adopted, the terms 
of tuition, or the disqualification of the master ; it must, conse- 
quently, be inferred that the neglect arises either from pitiable 
apathy, or ignorance of the transcendent benefits derivable from 
such institutions. 

The importance of such schools has been already frilly developed 
in those places where they have been established, — London, Not- 
tingham, Manchester, Birmingham, Wolverhampton, Dudley, and 
other important towns. In the Birmingham School there are now 
no less than 600 students, — a fact in itself sufficient to show the 
extent to which Art, in the present day, is made applicable to manu- 
factures, and the consequent necessity that exists for its study and 
encouragement. Mrs. Ellis, in her excellent work, entitled " The 
Morning Call," truly and beautifidly observes, — " Amongst the 
various branches of utility connected with Art, will be universally 
acknowledged its intimate relation to our political and national 
welfare as a manufacturing and commercial country. In this sense 
the utility of Art is both understood and appreciated to its widest 
extent ; for what would become of our trade and commerce if by 
any possibility the item of artistic embellishment should be all at 
once struck out of the manufactures of our country ? The mere 
web of simple material retaining its native hue without adornment, 

f Honourable mention has been already made of this gentleman in these pages, with 
reference to his design and execution of a monumental tablet recently raised to the memory 
of the late Bey. Francis Martyn, priest of St. Mary's Chapel. 

G 
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might no doubt be sufficient to clothe our bodies, and supply our 
household exigencies ; but the fabric is no less fitted for this pur- 
pose, which bears upon it the impress of delicately woven flowers, 
or the tints of their natural beauty, disposed with all the ingenuity 
of a skilful hand, and a cultivated taste. And how many human 
beings are thus enabled to purchase by honest industry their daily 
bread ? The wool of the sheep, with its native brown and tawny 
tints, would no doubt serve to defend us from the cold ; and many 
an humble cottager or hardy mountaineer is still satisfied to wrap 
himself in clothing which has never travelled farther than the 
village loom, or been more elaborately wrought than by the indus- 
trious fingers at his own fireside ; but for a state of civilization like 
that which we have attained, how many grades of skilfiil handling 
are required before the same material reaches its highest degree of 
perfection, and hence, how large a portion of the community are 
maintained by refining upon the first simple processes of manu- 
facture, all gradually advancing in the art of embellishment, and 
through each successive generation improving upon what their 
predecessors were able to accomplish ? The same may be said of 
every article of utility or ornament which we now regard as essentials 
of a comfortable and respectable mode of living. Art has fashioned 
all, according to some principle of beauty ; and as the appreciation 
of such principles is becoming higher, and the perception of them 
more clear and definite, a proportionably increased number of hands 
must necessarily be employed in working out these principles, as 
well as of ingenious and intelligent minds in devising new forms 
under which they may be exhibited. From the lowest range of 
mechanical operations, up to the highest exercise of genius, Art 
is then the chief agent, not only imparting pleasure to the rich and 
self-indulgent, but in afibrding occupation for the labourers and 
the poor." Hence, in a philanthropic and physical point of view. 
Schools of Design are entitled to the support and encouragement of 
all classes. 

In all countries and all ages — even the most rude and barbarous — 
there appears to have existed in the human mind a powerful innate 
love for the exercise of Ornamental Art; and in proportion as 
civilization advances, so does it become embodied in a deep, reli- 
gious, and poetical feeling, bestowing an indefinable charm, which. 
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though impossible for words to convey, yet the hand of the Painter 
or Sculptor, when guided by the Poet's inspiration, can diffuse 
throughout all his works. Pure ideas, love, and devotion, are thus 
beautifdlly revealed, and exhibit, in the loftiest sense, the paramount 
utility of Art. Descending to a lower sphere, and taking a more 
business-like view of the question, it must be allowed that there are 
but few professions in which the practical knowledge of drawing or 
modelling is not found more or less useful. The artisan who is 
deficient in such acquirements may, after no inconsiderable trouble 
and loss of time, manage to get over his work after a fashion, and 
the employer, who is alike ignorant, can convey but a very in- 
definite idea of whatever design he may desire to have carried out ; 
whereas, if each were educated in the principles of ** Ornamental 
Art," as laid down in such schools, a better understanding, and 
more mutual feelings, conducive to the interests of both, would 
naturally exist between master and man. 

It is fervently hoped that the gentry and inhabitants of Walsall 
will reflect seriously on those important considerations, and learn 
so to appreciate the many advantages derivable from the present 
little struggling " School of Design," as to rally round the standard 
of Art there unfurled, and with a hearty zeal and worthy determi- 
nation, not allow so useful an Institution to fall for lack of adequate 
encouragement. 

But to proceed with our tour. The large stuccoed building with 
the cupola on top, and nearly opposite to the Square (which we 
lefb in order to dilate upon the important subjects just noticed), is 
the Bank,* formerly known as " Forster's Bank," but now as a 
branch of the Btrmingham Banking Company, under the manage- 
ment of Philip Perks Pratt, Esq. Between the Bank and the shop 
of Mr. Thomas Keel (hatter), is Bedlam Court, so named from 
a place of worship which once stood here, belonging to a sect 
called " Ranters." Of late years the name has been modified to 
that of Meeting House Yard. A little farther on, leading from 
Digbeth to Mountrath Street^ is Adam's Row, where stood the old 
Post Office. The next opening is Lower Hall Lane, where 
stands a small chapel belonging to the denomination called the 
" Particular Baptists," and erected a.d. 1833. ..A few paces beyond 
• This building wm at one time the residence of the late Matthew Stubbs, Esq. 
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the entrance to Hall Lane, adjacent to the Bridge, and on the 
premises of Mr. J. R. Robinson, bookseller and printer, &c., is the 
only literary Institution of which the town can boast, viz., — 

THE WALSALL LTBRAKY ASn) FHILOSOFHICAL nrsnTUTIOV, 
which formerly occupied a commodious building in Lichfield Street 
(hereafter noticed). The original Library was established in 1801, 
and at present contains upwards of 8,000 volumes.* 

The object of this Institution (according to the published abstract 
of its rules,) is — ^The promotion— ^n Christian principles — of litera- 
ture, science, and art, by means of lectures, discussions, a library, 
a museum of natural history, antiquities, &c. ; a laboratory and 
apparatus, and the publication of transactions. 

The Institution comprises patrons, honorary members, fellows, 
and subscribers. A subscription of one pound per annum, payable 
in advance, or a donation of ten pounds, constitutes a member 
entitled to all the advantages of the Institution ; or a subscription 
of fifteen shillings, admits to the Library and Museum. An annual 
subscriber of one pound is allowed the privilege of procuring ad- 
mission, for members of his own family, to the lectures and museum, 
on payment of five shillings per annum for each person. The 
library is open till eight o'clock in the evening, for the purpose of 
reading, making extracts, &c., as well as taking out books. 

The management is entrusted to a council, consisting of pre- 
sident, two vice-presidents, treasurer, two secretaries, and seven 
other members, elected by the subscribers from their own body at 
their annual meeting in September or October. All books are 
ordered by the council, on the proposition of members, made in due 
form in the proposal-book ; but novels, plays, and political pam- 
phlets are not admitted, except in special cases. Members may 
take out one entire work and a magazine at one time; but 
they are not at liberty either to transfer them to subscribers, 

* According to Pierce's Directory for 1813, the first public library in Walsall was 
established on the 14th November, 1800, by the B«t. Thomas Bowen, for many years 
minister of the " Old Presbyterian Meeting Hoase," and described as the inventor of an 
apparatos for drawing the longitudinal and latitudinal lines of maps with Tnnfh^»inati>al 
accuracy, as well as being the author of *< Geographical Exercises,*' and other works. He 
found a room and librarian without any expense to the subscribers, tiU the Institution became 
too extensive to be confined to the aooomlnodation thus afforded at his own residence, and 
was removed to premises in High Street, then occupied by Messrs. Valentine and Throsby, 
(printers, &c.) and now by Mr. William Harris, the publisher of thi£ work. 
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or lend them to non-subscriberSy and are responsible for tbeir 
safe return. 

In order to promote literary and scientific pursuit^ among persons 
unable to pay the before-mentioned rates of subscription, the 
advantages of the Institution are offered at the reduced scale of two 
shillings per quarter, or seven shillings and sixpence per annum, 
payable in advance; but such subscribers cannot take out any 
works until they have l>een in the library six calendar months for 
the use of members. 

Nothing could possibly be better than the object of this Insti- 
tution, which is highly deserving of support : the scheme, however, 
is of too exclusive a character to meet the wants of the masses. 
The same privileges if only extended so as to render them available 
to all sects and classes, would prove of inestimable value, and 
confer a most gracious boon on the rising generation. 

Attached to' Mr. Robinson's printing offices, at the comer of 
Bradford Street, is the Walsall News Room^ which is supported by 
subscribers who pay a moderate sum annually. 

We have now arrived at what may be termed the centre and 
most strikingly beautiful portion of the town, than which, no part ha» 
imdergone a more complete metamorphosis, viz., — 

THE BBUMJE SQTJABE. 
Through the kind assistance of an old and experienced inhabitant*^ 
(who takes considerable interest in antiquarian researches, more 
especially with regard to anything appertaining to his native town) 
we are enabled to take a peep at this interesting locality as it 
appeared in former days. The brook course was at one period 
entirely exposed, and divided Park Street from Digbeth. The 
only means of approach was a small foot bridge, and it was no 
unfrequent occurrence for the water to flow over a great portion of 
the adjacent streets, rendering it necessary for ladies to be conveyed 
across on horseback. For this purpose ponies were kept in readi- 
ness on a spot adjoining the present entrance to the New Inn, Park 
Street, and ladies were wont to ride to and fro on pillions, paying 
for such accommodation " the small charge of one penny."f 

* George Bradnock Stubbe, Esq., to whom the Author is indebted for much useful 
infoimatioin. 

i At the rear of the New Inn was at one time a celebrated Cock Pit. It is described in 
a Walsall Directory for 1813, as being the property of Mr. Charles Perks, Tcry spacious, 
and then much frequented during the races, at which period only, it was used. 
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The level of Park Street and Digbeth (especially the former) 
was several feet (in places yards) below the present elevation, and 
houses now entered by a descent, were once approached by flights 
of steps. At Townsend Bank (where terminated the north side of 
the town) the carriage Toad was so much below the causeway, that 
a person could step from the latter, on to a waggon loaded with hay. 
Some idea may be formed of the extent to which this portion of the 
town has been raised, from the fact that there is a house now 
standing (in the occupation of a Mrs. Edwards, and adjoining the 
" Odd Fellows' Arms," formerly known as the " Farriers* Arms,**) 
the upper chamber of which is on a line with the footpath. 

Within a few feet of the Blue Coat and National Schools stood 
the ancient Com Mill, described in a curious document, (bearing date 
19th Richard II.,) as " The Lord's Mills.*** This was the pro- 
perty of the Lord of the Manor, to whom, since the removal of the 
building, in or about 1813, the Corporation have paid, and still pay 
(by way of acknowledgement of his claim) a nominal rental of two 
shillings per annum. 

For some years previous to its demolition this antique fabric was 
occupied as a blacksmith's shop by one Chadwick.f The old 
materials were sold by auction, and were bought by a person named 
Barker, for the sum of £31* At this period Digbeth united with 
Bridge Street, at a point nearly parallel with the comer of Brad- 
ford Street. 

At the comer of Bridge Street, on the site now occupied by the 
Fire Engine Station,X and extending beyond the present causeway, 
was an open watering place for horses. This formed a poition of 
the Millrace, and was covered over in 1815, or thereabouts, — 2l 
circumstance which, it is said, gave rise to no small amount of 
grumbling on the part of some of the inhabitants, who were, in 
consequence, more or less inconvenienced. Had the result been 
othenn'ise, it would certainly have been singular ; for men are ever 
to be found most active in pointing out, and agitating for, improve- 
ments ; but to find one ready to make the slightest personal sacrifice 
^0 bono publico, is as rare an occurrence as to see " a dead ass," or 

* This is the same document referred to in Note 2, p. 26, and a copy of which will be 
found in the Appendix. 

+ Father of the late Mrs. Eld, who formerly kept the Stork Hotel. 
This Engine Station is a branch of the Birmingham Fire Office. 
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** a tinker's wedding ;" and as difficult to find as — ^What ? Why, 
punctuality in a publisher ! 

Numerous improvements followed, and in 1851 the Square was 
enlarged to its present size by arching over a considerable portion 
of the water course, where some good houses and shops have since 
been erected, one of which is now the Post Office, and adjoins an 
ornamental wall, that encloses the garden of a large and handsome 
residence, the property of John Day, Esq., surgeon. The principal 
object of attraction is 

THE OEOiRaE HOTEL. 
This is a spacious edifice of imposing grandeur, presenting in front 
a noble portico, supported by six Grecian columns, on an elevation 
of raised steps.* The interior is on an extensive scale, and em- 
braces a commodious Assembly Room, fitted up in superior style, with 
cut glass chandeliers, &c., and an orchestra. This room was added 
to the hotel in 1793, and will admit of 50 couples to dance without 
inconvenience. The establishment has been in the hands of the 
family of the present proprietor, Mr. Richard Moore Fletcher, 
nearly three quarters of a century. Next to the hotel are 

THE ELITE COAT AKD KATIOKAL SCHOOLS. 
These schools were rebuilt and enlarged to their present dimensions, 
and the adjoining residences, for the master and mistress, were 
erected in 1826, at the cost of £l,200.f The entrance is adorned 
on either side with a niche, each containing a statue, one repre- 
senting a boy, and the other a girl, in the costume of the original 
school. They were executed by a native sculptor, and purchased 
with an unappropriated fund raised for the presentation of a piece 
of plate to Queen Caroline, who died before the intention could be 
carried into effect. In the centre of the building is a handsome 
illuminated clock. 

• These masfiive stone pillars were purchased in 1822, of the Marquis of Donegal, of 
Fisherwick Hall, for a mere trifle ; less than the actual cost of their conveyance. They had 
lain for so many years in disuse, that when bought, they were completely covered with moss. 
Origioally the front entrance to the hotel was situate in Digbeth, nearly (>pposite to CSoate*8 
confectionary establishment. 

t In aid of the fimd for re> building and enlarging these schools, a sermon was preached 
in St. Matthew's Church, Dec. 4th, 1826, by the Rev. Luke Booker, L L.D., r.R.8., Vicar 
of Dudley, and a considerable sum was thereby raised. Seven United Lodges walked in 
grand procession to the church, which was so crowded on the occasion that a portion of the 
gallery nearly gave way to the pressure, so that it was afterwards found necessary to erect 
strong iron pillars, as an additional support. Medals were struck off in commemoration of 
the evMit, one of which has been in the Author's possession. 
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The Blub Coat School is of uncertain origin, and is principally 
supported by subscriptions and collections after annual sermons ; it 
is, however, possessed of the following sources of permanent income 
viz., £10 per annum from the Corporation, as the interest of £800 
left by Mrs. Crump, in 1848 ; and of £200 left by Mrs. Curtis, in 
1849 ; also the rent of a piece of land at Queen's Cross, near 
Dudley, the gift of Mr. John Taylor, and paying £4 4s. annually. 
The site on which the present building stands, was purchased by 
the trustees, out of the School ftinds. 

The National School was established in 1820, and is associated 
with the Blue Coat School. About 300 children is the average 
attendance, 20 of whom, of either sex, are clothed and educated 
at the expense of the charity. 

Adjacent to Bridge Square, in the centre of a neat plantation, 
skirted on one side by a pleasant meadow, through which the 
running brook unceasingly continues its monotonous course, 
and protected on the other by a row of handsome stuccoed 
dwellings, called St, PauVs Closer stands the sacred edifice from 
which the latter derives its appellation — 

ST. PAUL'S CHAPEL. 

This imposing Grecian structure is an episcopal place of worship, 
and was erected in 1826, at the cost of £3,000, by the Governors 
of the Free Grammar Scliool, in whom the patronage is vested. 
The windows are composed of ground and stained glass ; the prin- 
cipal one exhibits a beautifully-executed figure of St. Paul. The 
living is a curacy, and the head master of the school (the Rev. J. 
B. Pugh) is the officiating minister, with a stipend of £50 per 
annum. The handsome detached building in the beautiful grounds 
which adorn the east end of the chapel, is the residence of C. F. 
Darwall, Esq. 

THE OrDEPENDENT CHAPEL, 

in Bridge Street, is the next object worthy of notice. It is a large 
substantial building, containing about 1000 sittings, and was erected 
in 1790, upon a site of land purchased by public subscription, and 
the sale of an old chapel in Dudley Street. There are attached two 
Sabbath schools, a gurls' school and infant school, all of which are 
well attended. The Rev. Alexander Gordon, L.L.D., is the present 
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pastor : he entered upon his ministry here in 1846. There is a 
large and fine-toned organ in this chapel. 

The houses in B&xdgb Street are spacious and well huilt, and 
with the exception of a few private residences and factors' ware- 
houses,* are chiefly occupied as lawyers' chamhers. There are two 
hanks here, one belonging to Henry Duignan^ Son^ and Company; 
and the other the Savings Bank, The latter was established in 
1825, and in November, 1854, had deposits amounting to £45,670 
8s. 2d., belonging to 1,586 private individuals, 16 charitable, and 
25 friendly societies. The Right Hon. the Earl of Bradford is the 
president ; the Right Hon. Lord Hatherton, and Sir Francis Scott, 
vice-presidents ; secretary, Mr. Joseph H. Curtis. This bank is 
open every Monday, from twelve till two o'clock* 

We now enter upon a street of remarkable beauty, and not only 
the most picturesque, but the most fashionable portion of the town, 
Lichfield Street. It leads from Bridge Street to the Lichfield 
Road, and was opened in lieu of an ancient but inconvenient road 
from Lower Rushall Street. This may be reckoned as amongst 
the principal improvements effected under the " Improvement Act," 
obtained in 1824. The first object here calculated to arrest atten- 
tion, is a large quadrangular edifice, with a handsome Doric portico, 

called 

ST. MATTHEW'S HALL. 

It is a detached building, stuccoed in imitation of stone, and 
enclosed in front by a neat iron palisading. In the rear is an ex- 
tensive garden, the whole occupying 1179 square yards of land. 
This structure was erected in 1831, at the cost of £1,600, in £10 
shares, for a Public Library, See, but the tmdertaking (mainly 
attributable to that unfortunate division of class and exclusive prin- 
ciple already alluded to, and which so militates against the success 
of any institution in Walsall) soon proved a complete failure ; the 
rate of subscription, both to the library and reading-room, being 
in itself sufficient to exclude the public generally, from any partici- 
pation in its benefits. 

The building (which remained for some years unoccupied) ultir 

mately fell into a dilapidated condition, and on the 19th May, 

1847, it was resolved at a meeting of the shareholders, that the 

• Those of Messrs. Wm. and Charles Brooks, and Henry Brace, may be considered the 

most eztensiTe. 

H 
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land, building, and chattels therein, should be offered for public 
competition in two months from that date. Accordingly, on the 
16th July following, the property was offered by public auction, 
and Mr. F. Empson, of Birmingham, architect (as agent for the 
present owner, C. F. Darwall, Esq.) was the highest bidder, and 
was declared the purchaser, at £620. From a variety of causes, the 
completion of the purchase was delayed till the 23rd June, 1853, 
when, in consequence of a threatened suit in Chancery, the sur- 
viving trustees, John Forster, Richard Jesson, and G. B. Stubbs, 
Esqrs., deemed it advisable to bring the matter to a close, and it 
was given up to the buyer at the price before stated. 

In the deed of conveyance by the trustees to the present ownet, 
it is recited " That no interest or dividend was ever paid to the 
shareholders, but an amount of £95 12s. 2d. deposited in the 
Walsall Branch of the Birmingham Banking Company, to the credit 
of the trustees. That sums had been received for rental derived 
from a portion of the building in the occupation of the Savings 
Bank, but these had been expended from time to time in repairs, 
&c." The entire amount divided amongst the shareholders, after 
the expenses of sale, and including the money alluded to in the 
Bank, was £694 17s. lOd.— just 10s. 2d. in the pound. 

Since Mr. Darwall came into possession of the property, the 
building has been thoroughly renovated, and is itt)w in very nice 
order. On the ground floor are the County Court Offices ^ and a 
large room suitable for lectures, &c. The upper story embraces a 
suite of spacious and lofty apartments, one of which is lighted by a 
handsome central dome, and is principally used as a Freemasons* 
Hall, but occasionally for musical entertainments, and other public 
purposes. 

The private dwellings in this locality are extremely beautiful, 
especially in and about Hatherton Place (a pleasant little street 
branching off on the north, and leading to Hatherton Street and 
Forster Street). Here are also the extensive warehouses of Hill, 
Brothers, and Messrs. Chawner and Newman, merchants. But 
the next public building of importance is 

THE BOYAL FB3SE GKAMUAB SCHOOL. 
This excellent Institution was founded by Queen Mary, in the first 
year of her reign, by letters patent under the Great Seal of England, 
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dated 2nd July, 1554, by which it was granted, willed, and ordained 
that, '' There should be one Grammar School in Walsall, in the 
county of Stajfford, which should be called the Free Grammar 
School of Queen Mary.* And that ten of the more discreet and 
honest inhabitants of Walsall be governors and a body corporate, 
with power to hold lands, elect! a master and usher," &c. &c. It 
was also endowed with land at Woodend, Bloxwich, Shelfield, 
Norton, and Tipton, which now consists of 298 acres, producing an 
annual rental of £418. The property of the charity has undergone 
many changes, and its objects have also been varied by 'an Act of 
Parliament, passed in 1797, " for enabling the Governors to sell 
certain mines under part of their lands, as well as to sell and 
exchange certain lands for the purpose of extending the benefits of 
the school. Also for enlarging the trust and powers of the said 
Grovemors, and for enabling them to build a chapel ; to be in their 
patronage, and under the pastoral care of the Master of the Grammar 
School ; to establish as many schooUhouses and school-rooms in 
convenient situations in the parish, as they should think necessary ; 
and to direct how many boys and girls should be admitted ; what 
they should be taught ; and how many to be maintained, clothed, 
and put out apprentices ; to appoint masters and mistresses from 
time to time ; to teach boys and girls of the parish of Walsall in 
reading, writing, knitting, sewing, arithmetic, mathematics, &c. ; 
with a proviso, that there should be always one head master and 
one usher, to teach the classics in conformity with the letters patent 
of Queen Mary, such head master to be a clergyman of the Church 
of England, in priest's orders, and a graduate of one of the Univer- 
sities, and have, in addition to his school salary, an annual stipend 
of £50 as minister of the chapel.f The benefits of this Institution 
are exclusively confined to boys residing in the parish, and who 
attend the worship and services of the Established Church of 
England. J 

There are two departments connected with the Institution, viz., 
the Grammar and CommerciaL The former, previous to the 

• Such is the account generally given and received, with reference to the origin of the 
' Institution. There appears, however, hut little douht that the grant had heen originally 
made hy Edward VI., and was merely confirmed by Queen Mary. 

+ See description of Chapel (St. Paul's) p. 50. 

t This most iiUheral restriction was secured by the Act of 1797. 
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erection of the present building, in 1847, was conducted in Park 
Street; and the latter, in St. Matthew's churchyard. In the 
Grammar School 66 boys are admitted, and in the Commercial 
84 boys. 

The elegant and commodious structure now under notice is in 
the Elizabethan style, and beautifully situated. It comprises 
spacious class rooms, and three handsome residences for the first, 
second, and third masters. There are large gardens, and an ex- 
tensive play-ground attached. The ground in front of the building 
is plantqd with shrubs and evergreens, interspersed with choice 
flowers, the whole laid out with exquisite taste. 

The freedom of these schools extends to the whole parish for 
boys eight years of age and upwards, who are able to read, spell, 
and write. Parents can select the school into which they wish their 
children to enter ; every boy is required to wear the cap appointed 
for the school, (which is similar to the caps worn at the Universities) 
and to attend Divine service on Sundays at the chapel. In the 
Grrammar School the scheme of instruction embraces Latin, Greek, 
Ancient and Modem History and Geography, English Grammar, 
Composition, Writing, Arithmetic, Mathematics, General Science, 
&c. That in the Commercial School is the same, with the exception 
of Classics, Ancient History, and Ancient Geography. 

The following highly satisfactory report was made by the Master 
of the Grammar School^ in Birmingham, at the last Midsummer 
examination :— - 

" To the Governors of the Free Grammar School of Queen Mary, at WahaJL 
** GsirniEMEN,— 

*' Having been requested to examine the Classes at Walsall Grammar 
School on the 8th instaDt, I have mnch pleasure in laying before you the result 
of that inquiry, and bearing my very favourable testimony to their proficiency. 

*^ The boys of the 1st class acquitted themselves most satisfactorily, construing 
portions of the best classical authors with much accuracy and considerable taste. 

** The 2nd and Srd classes also rendered very creditably, the one, parts of 
Sollust and Xenophon, the other, Arnold's Historia Antiqua and Edwaxd's Greek 
Reader. 

•* The 4th class merits especial commendation. Theur books had evidently 
been prepared most carefully, and their very good translation and parsing showed 
that no pains had been spared to ground them thoroughly in the subjects of then: 
examination. I think also that the 5th and 6th classes passed an examination 
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folly as satis&otoxy as could be expected from boys of their age and standing, and 
that their attainments maj safely be compared -with those of umilar dasses in 
other schoolB. 

<* In answer to some general questions in history and geography, I received 
some papers much above the average, of which I cannot speak too highly. The 
extent and accuracy of information displayed in them was very creditable. 

*< I must beg leave to add, that I was extremely pleased by the orderly beha- 
viour and general good tone of the boys ; proving (as it plainly does) that the 
formation of habits is not snbordinate to the cultivation of the intellect. 

" I have the honour to remain, Gentlemen, 
** Your obedient Servant, 

« THOMAS PRICE, M.A., 
** Assistant Master in King Edward VI. 
"June, 12th, ISSS.** " Grammar School, Birmingham.'' 

The Tercentenaet of tlie foundation of this Institution was 
commemorated on tlie 4th July, 1854 ; and as a memorial of that 
great and interesting festival, it was proposed to found an exhi- 
bition, open to the Universities of Oxford and Cambridge, for the 
pupils educated on the foundation. This laudable proposition 
originated entirely with former pupils of the school, who liberally 
came forward with their subscriptions for the purpose. The scheme 
had received the unqualified sanction of the Bishop of Lichfield, 
(as official visitor of the school), of the Governors, and of the Head 
Master. From £750 to £1000 would (it was estimated) be the 
sum required ; and tlirough the exertions of the Committee ap- 
pointed at a preliminary meeting on the 16th May previous, no 
less than £650 had been subscribed. 

The bells of the fine old Parish Church opened with merry peals 
the day's festivities, which they continued to enliven throughout, 
with their cheerful strains. At one o'clock in the afternoon a noble 
baron of beef, and a goodly supply of other edibles, were served 
up in the large school room, where the pupils, numbering 125, sat 
down to dinner. Smoking plump plum-puddings, also made their 
appearance in due time; and it is needless to add, that ample justice 
was done to the good old English fare. At a quarter before three 
o'clock the boys, with the Mayor, (Samuel Lowe, Esq.,) the 
Masters and Governors of the school, the Clergy, and most of the 
principal inhabitants of the locality, walked in procession to St. 
Paul's Chapel, where Divine service was performed. Prayers 
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having been read by the Rev. J. B. Pugh, an impressive discourse 
was delivered by the Right Rev. the Lord Bishop of the Diocese, 
from Acts xvii. 15 : " And they that conducted Paul brought him 
to Athens." At five o'clock the Governors and visitors sat down 
to a sumptuous collation, in the noble school room, which was 
tastefully decorated for the occasion. Large stands of fine green- 
house plants were placed at either end, and from the walls were 
suspended a number of excellent and interesting pictures, kindly 
lent by H. Fletcher, H. C. Windle, and R. Jesson, Esqrs. The 
chair was occupied by the senior Governor, H. C, Windle, Esq., 
who was supported on his right by the Lord Bishop of the Diocese ; 
and on his left, by the Rev. J. B. Pugh, head master of the school. 
After the removal of the cloth, the pupils were conducted into 
the room, and were each helped to a glass of wine, in which to 
drink the health of her Majesty. The Royal toast was then given 
by the Chairman, and drunk with the greatest enthusiasm, followed 
by the whole company singing the National Anthem. " The Lord 
Bishop of the Diocese," " The late and present Masters of the 
School," and other appropriate toasts were also given in due course. 
That of " The Governors of the Institution " was proposed by the 
Rev. J. B. Owen (late of Bilston), in a long address of great 
eloquence, which concluded thus : — " Nero, who was execrated by 
the world, found, it was said, some one to love him ; for, in the 
language of Byron, 

** When Nero died beneath the curse of Borne, 
Some hand unseen strewed flowers on his tomb/* 

So, with Queen Mary, the people of Walsall could strew flowers 
on her tomb, and say that if she burnt 280 of her subjects, she 
founded a school for Walsall." 

A Conversazione, attended by about 150 ladies and gentlemen, 
and enlivened by instrumental and vocal music, terminated the 
important and interesting proceedings. 

In front of the Grammar School is Hatherton Lake, a large sheet 
of water of considerable depth, and originally a stone quarry. In 
the summer of 1847 a gentleman named Harvey (then Mayor of 
Walsall) was drowned here, it is supposed whilst bathing,— -a sup- 
position which is strengthened, not only by the fact that he had 
been heard to speak very highly of the benefits derivable from 
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immersion in mineral waters, but that his clothes were found on the 
bank. This sad catastrophe was immediately followed by another, 
a person named Oakley hating, on the very same day (through the 
capsizing of a boat whilst searching for the body), met with a 
similar fate. Op the northern border of this lake, at the top of 
Lichfield Street, is a range of villa residences, recently erected by 
Mr. H. Farrington, and called " Hatherton Lake Villas." They 
are delightfully situated, and from their elevated position, elegance 
of style, and tastefully-arranged pleasure grounds, form a peculiarly 
attractive feature in the surrounding landscape. 

Proceeding from the Grammar School in a north-westerly direc- 
tion, through FoRSTER Street, and traversing for about a quarter 
of a mile a locality where new streets and habitations are daily 
springing up on every side, we cross the South Staffordshire Rail- 
way, and leaving to our left the populous district, called the 
WiSEMORE, we arrive within a short distance of the ToUgate,* at 
the top of Stafford Street, a locality which has grown within 
the last five years to a wonderful extent. Here stands out in bold 
relief 

ST. PETER'S CHUBCH. 

This edifice, which is composed of brick and stone, is in the 
early English style. It has a quadrangular tower at the east end, 
surmounted with pinnacles, and was erected in 1844, at the cost of 
£5000, including a neat parsonage. There are 1440 sittings, of 
which about one half are firee. It was built by subscription, and 
grants from the Church Building Society. The site was a gift 
from Lord Hatherton ; the Earl of Bradford presented a sum of 
£1000, as well as £500 towards the endowment. Amongst other 
contributions were £600 by the late C. S. Forster, Esq., and £200 
by John Forster, Esq. There are three schools connected with 
this church, and supported by subscriptions, sermons, and the 
payment of twopence per Week by each scholar. The number of 
boys, girls, and infants, who attend, average 450. The living, 
(which is in the patronage of the Vicar of Walsall,) is a perpetual 
curacy f valued at £150. The Rev. C. Dunn, M.A., is the present 
incumbent. 

• Twelye or fifteen years ago the Tollgate was situate between Townsend Bank and Blue 
Lane, and what is now Stafford Street, was then an open country. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



58 HlflTOBY AND ANTIQUITIES OF WALSALL. 

At a short distance from St. Peter's Church, on the opposite side, 

is a Wesleyan Chapel^ — a plain, bnt suitable building, erected in 

the Wesleyan Centenary. And a little fiirther on, towards the 

town, stands 

CHBISrs CHAPEL. 

This neat stuccoed edifice — commonly called the Unitarian Meeting 
House — was erected in 1827, in lieu of the Old Presbyterian 
Meeting House, in Bank Court, (better known of late years as 
Cox's Court), High Street, adjoining the shop of Mr. Charles 
Dixon, boot and shoe maker. During the religious feuds created 
by Sacheverel, when George I. ascended the throne (1714) this 
Meeting House (which had been for sixty years the only dissenting 
place of worship in the town), was entirely demolished by a mob. 
The minister at that time was the llev. John Godby, of the Univer- 
sity of Leyden, who harangued the assailants, and earnestly begged 
of them to abandon their intention of destroying the building. They 
assured him that from personal respect he should not himself be 
injured, but was forced to depart, when the work of destruction 
commenced, and the sacred pile was soon levelled to the ground. 
It was rebuilt by Government a.d. 1715. 

Connected with the present Chapel there is a good school, to 
which certain freehold laud, producing an annual rental of £25, 
was bequeathed by one George Fowler in 1699, and called the 
Dissenters* School Charity.^ The school is open on Sundays, 
morning and afternoon ; and on Thursdays, afternoon and evening. 

The present school room is incapable of accommodating the 
number of children who attend on Sundays, so that it has become 
necessary to hold the school in the chapel : an enlargement of the - 
building is therefore in contemplation. The minister and members 
of the congregation are the teachers* The present pastor is the 
Rev. Edward Myres. 

Adjacent to Christ's Chapel, is Ehenezer Chapel^ a place of 
worship belonging to the Baptist denomination : a portion of the 
congregation originally belonged to the ** Baptist Chapel,*' Goodall 
Street {vide p. 35). We shall now cross over to Wolverhampton 
Road, in order to notice 

THE NEW GAS WOBES. 

They were built in 1850, under the new " Improvement Act," 

* The particniars of this Charity will be found under the head of " Inquiry into the Charities.'' 
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obtained that year by the Corporation, and cost 5,0007. Th^ 
are in the management of the Commissioners, and are sufficiently 
extensive (at least so one would imagine) to supply the town 
amply ; it is evident however, that the inhabitants are decidedly 
more indebted to her gracious ladyship the Moon, and her twinkling 
attendants,* than to the corporate works in question. Whether 
this arises from parsimony, miBmanagement, or from a sincere spirit 
of economy and retrenchment on the part of the local authorities, 
we are unable to say ; if the former, we trust that some li^ht will 
ere long be thrown upon the su^ect; and if the latter, we shall be 
so far reasonable and conscientious, as to content ourselves with 
remaining not only quiescent, but in the darh, 

THE XnilOB' WOBXHOTTSE. 
This indispensable but not very enviable establishment is situate 
in FlecJc LanCy about a quarter of a mile from the town. It is a 
large and substantial structure, in the Elizabethan style, and was 
erected in 1838, at the cost of 7,600/. In 184:2, the accommodation 
proving insufficient, the building was enlarged to its present size, 
so that there is now room for 450 paupers. Of the Board of 
Guardians four are elected for the Borough, and six for the 
Foreign. By a memorandum in the vestry book, it would ap- 
pear that there had been no workhouse in the town previous to the 
year 1727 ;* yet Pearce gives the following, as a verbatum copy of 
an inscription on a tablet in the old workhouse building : — 

*^ These houses were bought of Mr. Thomas Harris, of Worcester, hy 
the Corporation, for the use of the poor of Walsall ; the Mayor paying yearly 
to the organist U, per annum. In the mayoralty of Bichard Burrows, a.d. 
1717." t 

It is difficult to account for this discrepancy of dates ; there is, 
•however, sufficient evidence to prove that a building was conveyed 
to the Corporaition by one Thomas Harris, (subject to an annual 



• Copy of mcBKmaidiim :— "It is a||nscd upon by a vestry this lltti day of June, 17J7, 
•ppointed and held in the pazisti ohnroh of WalsaU, that a workhouse shall be bidtt; m 
witness oar hands " (Signed) 

J. Ethsbxdas, Vayor. Jokv Moss, Vicar. 

Hbnbt Kbad, { Ohnrshwaraias. g^^^^ Mabtyit, ) 0^"«»- 
&o., &0., fto., Set, 
i Fearoe's Direetory, p. 136. 

I 
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payment of 4/. for the benefit of the organist of the parish church;)^ 
which the Corporation gave up for the use of the poor, and further, 
that the building in question (which occupied a site near St.' 
Matthew's churchyard, at the top of Hill Street) was partly pulled 
down and rebuilt by the Overseers in 1799.* This becAme the 
subject of a suit in Chancery, and was sold under an oi*der of the: 
Court A.D. 1846. It is only reasonable therefore to infer, either 
that there is an error in the dates given, or (which is most prob-- 
able) that the registry in the vestry book had reference to the 
enlargement or rebuilding of the premises in question. 

The old building is described as containing a dining room, forty-: 
six feet long, and fifteen wide, with two lodging rooms over, of the' 
same dimensions ; also, a large apartment in which the poor were 
employed in spinning linen, &c,, for their own wear. Two hundred 
and lien poor persons were here lodged in the year 1801. 

According to the report of the poor law boaid for 1854, the 
population of "Walsall Union was forty thousand, and the receipts 
from the poor rate were 10,893Z. 8s. There was expended for in- 
door maintenance 982?. 6s. Out-door relief 2,987Z. 14*. Salaries 
and rations of officers 849Z. 15«. Thus stands on record, the 
startling fact, that the salaries and rations of officers amounted in 
one year, to within 132?. 11*. of the total cost of the indoor main- 
tenance of the poor ! Another item amounting to 769?. Ss. appear* 
on the same balance sheet, mider the convenient but rather in- 
definite term " other expenses." This forcibly reminds one of a 
certain Churchwarden, who, being once put to his wit's end how 
to account in his balance sheet for a deficiency of 40^., quietly 
settled the matter by making the following entry; — "Paid for 
men, beer, and other things 40Z." 

The total expenditure for the poor is given as 5,913?. 3*., while 
the total receipts amount to 10,883?. 8*. The balance is accounted 
for in the borough rates, which are mixed up and collected with 
the poor rate, a plan decidedly objectionable. "Why not keep the 
poor rates separate and distinct from municipal purposes, and thus 
give every ratepayer the opportunity of knowing distinctly how 
much he is paying for each ? No rate is so cheerfully paid as that 



* The overBeers were Samud Fletcher and Biohard Walthew. 
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for the supporfc of the poor, but it is hardly right to take advantage 
of this, and get folks to pay another rate under that title. Walflall 
tTiiion extends over an area of thirty-one square miles. 

The present officers are : — Henry Duignan, Esq., Union Clerk 
and Superintendent Begistrar ; the Eev. M. Hatheway, Chaplain ;^ 
John Burton, Esq., M.D., Medical Officer ; Mr. Joseph Bytheway, 
Believing Officer; and Messrs. William Totty and John Osboum, 
Collectors of Poor Rates. 

Bidding adieu to the vrorkhouse, and crossing over a little to the 
left, we enter Bbidgemait Stbeet by James's Mtmdry, This is 9f 
tLQVT street of considerable length, leading to the race course, where 
it is supported on the right, by Beidgmak Tebeace,— a hand- 
some row of fashionable houses with stucco fronts, one of which, 
is the residence of Charles Eorster, Esq., M.P., — and on the left 
by Station Street, another new street, which connects Bridg- 
man Street with Park Street, and comprises a long range of neat, 
uniform buildings, principally private dwellings. About mid- 
way is a large Inn and Posting House, kept by Mr. Charles Brown, 
and called the Railway CommebciaIi Inn, not far from which 
another spacious Hotel is now in course of erection. At the rear 
are detached rows of lofty and wfell lighted shopping. The greater 
portion of this property belongs to Mr. WiUiam Stanley, of Park 
Street, Spur Maker. The grand centre of attraction here, and 
from which the street derives its name, is 

THi! SOUTH 8TAIT0SDSHIBE EAILWAT STATIOlSr. 

What a wonderful age is this nineteenth century! when men 
paint portraits with the sunbeams, travel by steam, and actually 
hold converse by lightening. To our forefathers such discoveries 
would have seemed the wonders of enchantment. How singularly 
far doth these extraordinary inventions go towards the realization 
of an extravagant prayer once offered by two lovers P 

" Ye gods I annihilate but time and space I " 

The earliest railways were those used in transporting from mines 

ihe mineral products. The first locomotive was invented by Mr. 

George Stevenson, and the first essay for public purposes was made 

on the Stockton and Darlington Biailway. The grand era, however 
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dates from tlie opening of the JJfo0rpool and Manehetter Ihte^ in 
1830. With what rapid and gigantic strides railway communication 
has since advanced may be imagined irom the astounding fiEhcts^ 
that in 1850 it was computed the locomotive passed over every day 
a distance nearly four and a half times the circumference of th& 
globe! and no fewer than 6,464 miles of railway were under 
traffic* The number of engines working was 2,436 ; the quantity 
of coke consumed within the year, 627,528 tons ; the quantity of 
coal, 896,466 tons ; the total distance run 40,161,850 miles ; and 
the average distance per day, 110,333 miles. 

The South Staffordshire Eailway passes through the very heart 
of Walsall. The station is an exceedingly handsome structure, in 
the Elizabethan style, and highly ornamental to the town. 

The line was incorporated by 9 and 10 Vic, 3rd August, 1846, 
being an amalgamation under those acts, of the South Stafford^ 
shire Jimction, the Trent Valley, Midland, and G-rand Junction ; 
the object being a line firom Ihidley, (in conjunction with the 
Oxford,Worce8ter,andWolverhampton),intersecting the late Grand 
Junction, at Bescot, and terminating at Bushall, in connection 
with the Birmingham and Derby, vdth a branch to Great Bridge. 
It was completed to Dudley in 1849, and by arrangements with the 
London and North Western Company, was also extended to Birming- 
ham, Vauxhall Station having been purchased for head quarters, 
with power to run into the Birmingham central station. The line 
is forty miles in length, and may be considered the highway of the 
West, by Oxford, Worcester, and Wolverhampton; from Worcester 
through Dudley, to the North ; and by the Portobello branch from 
Wolverhampton through the centre of the iron district, where 
branches shoot off to all the important works on the route. Along 
the banks of this line exists for miles an uninterupted bed of coal, 
extending under a considerable portion of Cannock ChasCy (the 
manorial demesne of the Marquis of Anglesea), where a rich vein 
of mineral property has been recently di8C0vered.t By an act of 
1850, 13 and 14 Vic, powers were granted to lease this railway, 
and it was accordingly leased to Mr. John Eobinson McClean, C.E., 

• The nnmber now open is 6,934. 

i- This wide heath is supposed to hare been the Dniid eentie of Biitsiii. 
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for twenty-one years, commencing 1st August, 1860, for a dear 
dividend (less income tax) of two per cent on the then called up 
capital of 669,3752. for the first year, (equal to Sh 10«. per share), 
and four per cent thereafter, with a contingent increase of four- 
and-a-half per cent after the first eight years, and of five per cent 
after the first fourteen years; the lessee depositing 10,000Z^ as 
security for the fulfilment of the contract, and hearing the cost of 
maintenance and restorations, <&c., paying annually a sum of 400Z. 
as a sinking fund as regards the locomotive stock, and 1,000/. with 
respect to rails, chairs, and sleepers ; also, 600/. for offices, and 
general charges.* In 1851 an act was obtained authorising the 
company to construct a branch to Tipton, to join the Stoitr Valleyy 
and working aarangements with respect thereto were made with 
the London and North "Western Company. 
• The following extensions were obtained during the last two 
sessions, viz., a branch to Cannock, seven miles and three furlongs, 
and another to Norton, three miles, the outlay for which, for a 
double line was estimated at 120,000/., to be met by the London 
and North "Western paying up calls on its subscribed shares, 
which extend to 40,000/., and by unexhausted borrowing powers 
amounting to 96,000/. The objects procured last session, and 
to be carried into effect, are : — additional lands at "Wichnor joint 
station at Dudley; increase of capital; arrangements with the 
Oxford, "Worcester, and Wolverhampton, the London and North 
Western ; and amendments of acts. The branches comprise a line 
to commence at or near the Wednesbnry station, and terminate 
by a junction with the London and North Western, near the 
Darlaston passenger station; and another commencing also at 
Wednesbury, and terminating by a junction with the Stour 
Valley, near the station at Tipton. Powers have also been granted 
to enable the South Staffordshire Company and their lessees, and 
the Oxford, Worcester, and Wolverhampton, to enter into all such 
contracts as they may think fit in respect of the working and use 
by the South Staffordshire or their lessees, of the Oxford, Worcester, 
and Wolverhampton, or any part or parts thereof, and the pay- 
ment and also apportionment of the toUs, rates, and duties, leviable 

• BradB)iaw'« Bailway Manual, p. 858. 
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in respect of traffic ; and further to enable the London and Ndrth 
Western and South Staffordshire, and their lessees, to carry into 
effect similar regulations, as well as, to legalise and confirm certain 
agreements between the two last mentioned companies, as to the* 
use of portions of the London and North Western, and the Birming* 
horn, Wolverhampton, and Stour Yaliej, and as to the division and 
apportionment of the tolls leviable in respect of the traffic on such 
portions. 

The line is reported to be in a most efficient state of repair* 
The lease is being carried out in the most punctual manner, and 
the traffic has realised the most sanguine expectations of the 
shareholders. 

Number of directors: — ^maximum, 18; minimum, 5; present 
board, 12. Two are nominated by the London and North Wes- 
tern and one by the Midland, who receive 21. for each attendance. 
Qualification, fifty shares. 

The accounts are made up to 31st January and Slst July, and 
dividends are payable 1st March and Ist September yearly, at four 
per cent, per annum. The ordinary meetings are held in February 
and August in each year. Certificates are not required to a<s 
company transfer deeds. Begistration fee, 2s, 6d. each deed. 

The following have been the receipts on capital account up ta 
31st July last : — deposit and first call, 204,714/. 18«. Bd, ; second 
caU, 109,488Z. 12*.; third call, 117,138/. 10*.; fourth, 78,150/.; 
fifth, 78,144/. ; sixth, 78,145/. ; seventh, 78,028/. ; receipts on ac- 
count of calls, 609/. 18*. Sd. ; profit on shares sold, 161/. 5*. 5d. ; 
bonds, 218,265/.; rents, 423/. 19*. 2d.; traffic, 2,246/. 12*. 

Total 965,515 15 1 

Balance 46,945 3 7 

Total £1,012,460 18 8 

The total capital authorised, amounts to 945,000/., in 12/. shares, 
&/. 10*. paid, and 315,000/. loans ; total, 1,260,000. The London 
and North Western hold 12,600 shares ; the Midland 6,000, and 
the Birmingham canal 3,000. 

The Goods Station adjoins the passenger station, at wfdch two 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



HISTORY AND ANTIQUITIEa OF WALSALL. 65 

oommodious Refreshment rooms have recently been opened, thereby 
adding much to the convenience and comforts of travellers.* 

In "Walsall and the surrounding neighbourhood are various 
provident institutions, Lodges of Odd Mllows, Sick Gluhs, Gift 
and other Benefit Societies, too numerous for detail within the 
limits of the present work. The Church of England Benefit 
Society numbers nearly 200 members, and possesses a fund of more 
than 300Z. The principal institutions are the Permanent Building 
Society, the Freehold Land Society^ the Ratepayers* JProtection 
Society, and the Walsall, and Bhxwich Horticultural Societies^ 
These we shall now proceed to notice in rotation, commencing 
with 

THE WALSALL PESMANENI BENEFIT BUILDIISra AND INVESTMENT ; 

SOCIETT. 

This institution was established in the year 1847, and has 
gradually increased in the number of its members and in the 
capital employed. The liability and assets account brought before 
the members at their general annual meeting in April last, showed 
the profits realized in the three years to be 277Z. Zd, These are 
added to the capital stock of each member, in proportion to his 
vested interest in the society, and before the profits are ascertained. 
Interest upon every amount is added at the rate of 5 per cent, pei; 
annum ; such members therefore receive upwards of 6 per cent, for 
their investments. 

Those who are depositors only, that is, upon the Savings Banks' 
principle, investing a few shillings or pounds at diflferent times, a^ 
may be convenient to themselves, are allowed 5 per cent, interest 
thereon, the whole of which may be withdrawn oh giving 14 days' 
notice, thus giving to the careful and prudent 2 per cent, more 
than the Savings Bank Government allowance of 3 per cent. 

The profits alluded to are formed in this way. Certain members 
desirous to build or purchase, obtain an advance of money, and 
execute a deed to repay the same by certain monthly or quarterly 
instalments, (according to the Tables shown in the printed Rules) 

* The proprietor of the Refreshment rooms, Mr. E. W. Fenton, hfts it in Qontemplatloji 
to open similar accommodation at Dudley Port Stati6n. 
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for 5, 7, 10, 12 or 14 years. These repftyments soon accumulate^ 
like compound interest, to a sufficient sum to supply another 
borrowing member, and then another and another, so that the 
capital is constantly circulating and giving increased interest or 
profits for division amongst the members every three years ; for 
instance, if 100 persons in this way repay the society 30s. per 
month, the sum of 150^. may be advanced per month to other 
borrowing members, each returning a portion of the ci^ital he 
borrowed monthly, so that, in fact, the original capital by circu- 
lating through an increased number of hands forms the profits to 
be shared. 

Those ascertained and shared in the year 1852, amounted to 
S251. Ids. Id., after allowing to each member and depositor 5 p^ 
cent, upon investments. 

Building Societies are favoured by the legislature under the 
Friendly Societies' Acts. 

The members are not liable to any stamp duty whatever, so that 
the expenses to be paid by the borrowing member are trifling 
compared with the ruinous charges incurred by private mortgages. 

They can withdraw at any time after giving notice, the mortgages 
are valued without difficulty — and paid off or transferred as may 
be desired, to suit the enterprise or advantages of the member in 
each case. 

In some Building Societies the Bules permit the amount which 
the directors have ready for investment to be put up by auction to 
the highest bidder, whereby large profits are formed for one portion 
of the members at the extravagant cost of the other, but this kind 
of gambling forms no feature in the Walsall Society's Bules, they 
have been carefully drawn and certified by Arthur Scratchley, Esq., 
M.A., the eminent actuary, who has published many editions of his 
treatise upon Benefit Building Societies. 

The Trustees are, Charles Forster, Esq., M .P., for the borough of 
Walsall, Messrs. John B. Adams and Thomas Pool Brettell ; and 
the Directors are elected from the members at the annual meetings 
in April, one-third of them retiring yearly. 

The scope of the Society's action is not confined to Walsall, but 
extends dso to Darlaston, Wednesbuiy, and the surrounding 
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' Such societies may be comitiencled to the public, and especially 
to the working classes, for whose benefit they were designed, as a 
safe and lucrative mode of investing small earnings or unemployed 
'capital, whilst they offer the means of every man becoming his own 
landlord, and of possessing property which, without such an insti- 
tution a great number of its members could never enjoy. 

WALSALL FBEEHOLD LAND SOCIETT. 

Of the several institutions designed for thfe elevation and im- 
provement of the labouring classes, none can be said to embrace ^ 
more eligible sphere of operation, or have arrived at greater prer 
eminence than " Freehold Land Societies." The first of these 
associations was established in Birmingham a.d. 1848 ; they now 
spread over the entire kingdom, and have produced, morally, 
socially, and politically, the most incalculable results. In Birming- 
ham alone, upwards of 100,000Z. annually are paid into these 
societies, a considerable portion of which sum is doubtless saved 
from drink and dissipation. 

The vast difference existing between the wholesale and retaif 
prices of "Preehold Land," is almost incredible; land selling at 
Ss. 4id. and 35. 6d. per yard retail, has actually been purchased by 
^societies as low as Is, Id, wholesale, and in not a few instances, has 
become soon afterwards, worth double the retail value. The 
leading characteristic therefore of such institutions is, the plan of 
forming one common fund, by the united contributions of members, 
And by means of this accumulation, to purchase large tracts of 
eligible building land, and retail the same to the members at the 
wholesale price, in lots available for building purposes, which they 
can either use themselves or let off on buildiog leases. In addition 
to the advantage of thus buying land retail, at wholesale price^ 
there is also the privilege of paying for it by easy instalments. 
Thousands of mechanics and labourers have, by this means become 
proprietors of property and possess ^^^^Zi qualifications as county 
voters. By thus becoming holders of a stake in the county, 
who can estimate the amount of vice, crime, and misery prevented 
on the one hand ; the virtue, happiness, and peace imparted on 
the other ? There are few of the labouring population, who might 
not (if they would) enjoy the like privileges. 
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The Waxball Pseehold JjXSTd Societt was established in 
1851* and has made considerable progress. So early as 1852, ap 
estate at Palfry, near Caldmore, and consisting of about 22 acres, 
was duly alloted at a cost of 1*. id. per yard. It w^ divided into 
145 lots, averaging more than 620 yards each, with from 11 to 16 
yards frontage, (none less than 11), to streets 12 yards wide, well 
macadamized and sewered, and having on either side a well con- 
structed foot-path. This fact alone is sufficient to attest the 
'soundness of the principle on which the society is based, and the 
Advantages it affords. Here is freehold land put into the hands of 
the members at a fraction over a shilling per yard, which (to say 
the least) could not have been bought retail under Is, 6d, or 2*. ; 
indeed land has been sold in the immediate neighbourhood for 2*. 6d. 
per yard. 

Another estate very eligible for building, and comprising nearly 
three acres, has also been secured by the society this year. It is 
situate in Caldmore-lane, near the Windmill, and was purchased of 
Gheorge Hinchcliffe, Esq., of "West Bromwich, on terms highly 
advantageous to the society. The cost being about Is, did, per 
yard, while the adjoining land is selling in building lots, at from 
8*. 6i. to 4*. 6d. per yard. 

One of the chief features of the society is, — ^that interest at the 
rate of 5 per cent, only, is charged to borrowers upon the balance 
due at the end of each year. Thus, suppose a member becomes a 
borrower, and takes 30/., and he has paid in (say) 3/. it is manifest 
that he only borrows 27L For this sum he would be charged 
11, 78. interest for the year, and presuming that the next year h6 
had paid in 51., the 11. 78. interest would be taken, and the balance, 
SI. Ids. entered to his credit, leaving 23Z. 7*. owing by him, upon 
which sum the interest would be charged for the ensuing year, and 
so on, so that simple interest alone on the money actually owing is 
charged. 

Parties joining this society are allowed, in time of depression in 
trade, illness, and other causes, to suspend their subscriptions 
without incurring fines, or they may vdthdraw from the society 

• The Trustees are Charles Forster, Esq., M.P., John Day, Esq., F. B. Oerton, Esq., 
(present Mayor) Mr. Wm. Cotterill and Mr. Matthew Overton ; Secretary, Mr. Joseph 
Dixon. 
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^together by giving 14 days' notice, and liave 4 per cent, interest 
added to their subscriptions. 

The mode of allotment is as follows : — 

. When an estate is purchased, the surveyor makes a plan thereof, 
and divides it ^to suitable lots. These are balloted for by the 
members, (at least, those who have paid into the society a sum not 
less than 4Z.) each of whose names is written on a piece of paper, 
specifying whether drawing for one or more shares, as the case may 
be ; the member answering to the first name drawn out would take 
No. 1 lot, as shown by the plan ; the second would take No. 2 lot, 
and should the third name be that of a plural shareholder, (say for 
two shares), he would take the lots Nos. 3 and 4, and so on. 
. The society was enrolled under the name of the ""Walsall 
Benefit Building Society," but its opperations so far, have been 
exclusively directed to the purchase and distribution of " Ereehold 
land ;" it is, however, in contemplation to incorporate a Building 
Society, and thus secure to members the double advantages of 
procuring a piece of land and a house, through the agency of one 
aoeiety. It is also intended to extend its operations to leasehold 
property. 

The payments are, an entrance fee of Is, 

Previous to allotment, Is. 6d, per share per fortnight, and after 
allotment 3«. 

According to this scale, it is evident that any person paying 
4a. 6d, per week rent, can, with the same amount, have a housoi 
value, 1002., and after continuing such payments for about eleven, 
years and a half, the property becomes his own. 

At the close of 1854, the society contained lOO members, sub- 
scribing for 179 shares, 75 of which were allotted during 1855. 
Thirty-one new shares were taken out, twenty-three withdrawn, 
six forfeited, and fourteen paid up. The society therefore con- 
tained, on the 26th March last, 91 members, subscribing for 167 
shares, 61 of which were alloted, and 106 unallotted. The total 
receipts for the year amounted to 1008/. 9s, Sd, This amount added 
to the receipts of the three preceding years makes a total of 
4,987/. 3«. 6d. received by the society since the commencement of 
ifts operations* 
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The financial statement for the year ending March 26th, 1855^ 
appeared thus : — 



£ 8. d. 
Due from Allottees - 1301 14 
Gash in the Bank - 122 



LIABILITIES. ' ASSETS. 

£ 8, d 

Due to unallotted share- 
holders - - 812 9 7 

Due to the Galdmore 

Estate - - - 562 11 8 

To redeem Land Tax - 20 

Balance in favour of the 

Society - - - 38 13 9 



£1423 15 



£1423 15 



WALSALL BATEPATEB'S PBOTECTIOK SOCIETT. 
The utility of Ratepayer's Protection Societies has heen so 
practically developed wherever they have been established, that it 
requires but little discernment to discover the paramoimt im-^ 
portance of such organizations, and the necessity for their general 
adoption and encouragement. The first of these associations waS' 
founded in Birmingham, a. d. 1847, by Mr. Joseph Allday, (now 
Alderman), an enterprising and indefatigable advocate for local 
retrenchment and economy. The immense saving effected in the, 
local expenditure of that borough, through the instrumentality of 
the society, surpassed in an incredibly short period any public 
effort on record; and the extraordinary result achieved, soon led- 
to the formation of similar associations in other towns, all of which 
have been alike productive of great good. A glance at the objects* 
of these societies is alone sufficient to establish their claim on 
public support ; they are these : — to vindicate and maintain the, 
rights of the parishioners — to ensure the return to the local govern- 
ing bodies, of men of integrity, character and experience, irrespective 
of party or political considerations — to retrench exhorbitant and 
useless expenditure — to keep strict watch over all parish meetings, 
so as to prevent the smuggling through of any oppressive measure, 
or injudicious appointment — ^to be prepared on all occasions with 
legal advice, so as to oppose successfully any unlawful or unjust 
proceeding — to secure the parish from church rates, which, being. 
x«pugnant to all right-minded churchmen, obnoxious generally to 
dissenters, opposed to equity, and foreign to the gospel, ought to 
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be abolished* — ^to redress individual wrongs, unequal assessments, 
illegal levies, or unjustifiable seizures — to check the proceedings, 
of such of the local authorities as might attempt to exceed their 
duties — ^to prevent official partiality, and promote the interests of 
all ratepayers, the religious liberty of the different Christian de- 
nominations, the well-being of the poor, and the peace of the town. 

The Walsall Batepayer's Protection Society was established, 
in 1849, by Mr. Henry Hale, Mr. Nicholas Eoper,t John 
Whitgrave, Esq., John Brewer, Esq., John Shannon, Esq., and 
a few others. The preliminary meeting was held at the Blucher 
Tavern, Stafford-street, and the society, — by honesty of purpose^ 
untiring industry, praiseworthy zeal, and unity of action, meeting 
the prejudices of those opposed to it in a tolerant and friendly 
spirit, — soon grew in influence and became instrumental in effecting 
many useful reforms. Amongst these may be specified the intro- 
duction of the " Amendment Act of 1850," (already alluded to 
in page 15), which provided for the better assessing of the poor 
and other local rates of the parish, &c., and secured to owners of 
smqll tenements the privilege of compounding for their rates — a 
boon that has proved of no small consideration. 

Eor some time previous to 1854 the society appeared to have 
lapsed into a somewhat dormant state, and it was deemed advisable 

• Charles Forster, Esq., M.P. for the borough, in reference to the question of " Church 
rates " in a recent debate on that measura before the House of Commons, said " that he 
believed he represented the feeling of many excellent and pious ministers of the church of 
England, when be stated that they were anxious that Parliament should extirpate that root 
of bitterness, " Church rates." In Walsall, which he had the honour to represent, there 
had been no Church rates for fifteen years. Churchmen and diasenters had anticipated the 
measure before the House, and- had joined to repudiate the evil. All the animosities and 
heart burnings of former years had been removed, and the experience of the last twenty 
years showed clearly the importance of settling the question, it was equally^ clear in his 
own mind that it could only be settled upon the principle on which the present measure was 
framed— the principle of total and immediate abolition. In making an appeal to the 
voluntary principle, he believed that he should make an appeal to which the Church of 
England would respond throughout the length and breadth of the land ; we should call forth 
the dormant energies of the Church, and should place her in the proud position of depending 
upon no forced support, but of relying upon the affection and liberality of her members." > 

Although there has been no Church rate in Walsall for so many years, yet there has 
never been fbund the slightest difficulty in raising bufflcient funds by means of voluntary 
contributions. 

f The present respected landlord of the White Horse Inn, Park Street, and a kinsman of 
the late Mr. Joseph Roper who kept the Blucher Tavern for upwards of 30 years^ and 'who 
was a member of the Town CouncO for a considerable period. 
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bjT some of its members to throw a little vigour into its operattons ; 
accordingly, in November of that year, new officers were appointed, 
and the society, (from the stimulas which has been given to it,y 
has already received a considerable accession to the number of its 
members. By its watchfulness, several instances of mismanage* 
ment on the part of the local governing body, have been checked, 
and many privileges also preserved £rom infringement — ^to wit — 
the advantage recently taken of the town, by the gas committee's 
manager, who not only took upon himself to charge his own price 
to the consumers, but also assumed authority in several instances 
totally at variance with recognised servitude. 

At the last election to the Board of Ghiardians, ten candidates 
were nominated by this society, of whom four were elected ; one 
candidate was disqualified in consequence of an erratum in the 
setting forth of the name ; others were made overseers at the last 
moment, and it was the general (though erroneous) impression 
that they were not qualified to stand. There is scarcely any 
public matter more worthy of the special consideration of such a 
society than the selection of " Guardians of the Poor." Too 
generally, names are more sought after than men. The paucity of 
attendauce at the sittings of the present Board is, and has been 
for some time past, notorious, of this the press of the district 
afford lamentable evidence ; it behoves the ratepayers therefore 
to be most careful in whom they vest so sacred a trust, and take 
heed to return those only, who can esteem the confidence reposed 
in them, and despite all inconvenience arising from trade or other 
occupation, have the honesty to give their attendance, at least, 
more imiformly than do some of the present Guardians of the 
Borough and Poreign of WalsalL 

WALSALL FLORAL AND HOSTICULTUXAL SOCIETY. 
The first Horticultural Society in Walsall was established in 
1834, by Dr. Kent, through whose exertions, coupled with the able 
co-operation of P. Darwall, Esq., the honorary secretary, and a few 
individuals interested in the science of botany, it bloomed some- 
what gaily, till the close of April, 1837, when (principally owing 
to the Doctor and other influential members having left the town, 
as well as other causes), it was dissdved.^ 
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' The piesent Society^ under the presidency of iF. B. Oerton, Esq^ 
(Mayor of the borough), although in its infancy may be said, with 
confidence, to rank with any in the district. The committee, asr 
lasted by their worthy secretary, Mr. James Clark, have been 
most indefatigable in their exertions to diffiise the useful science 
of Horticulture and Floraculture on an extended scale, and it is 
gratifying to know that their efforts so far have not been unsuc» 
cessful. The interests of the " CoUagerSy^ heretofore much neg- 
lected, now receiye special consideration, prizes being offered for 
their competition without the payment of any subscription. Thi^ 
encouragement induces the labouring ddfises to increase the produce 
of their gardens, so as to have a surplus for the market, and by 
.thus obtaining a reward for their extra labour, gain the comforts 
which naturally arise from honest industry. So long as the Society 
carries out this system, — benefiting the poor while catering for the 
lich, — ^it is unquestionably entitled to the cordial support of those 
who would advance not only a useful science but an elevating rer 
creation ; and it is to be hoped that so laudable a project will meet 
with the success it so justly merits. 

On the occasion of the Society's exhibition, at Spring Hill, in 
July last, (1856) — already alluded to in these pages* — ^a new tent^ 
one hundren feet long (designed by Mr. J. Clark, and made under 
his superintendence by Messrs. Abnett and Pepper), was for the 
first time erected. This useful appendage, which has been provided 
by a few spirited gentlemen, who entered into a subscription for 
the purpose, adds not only to the convenience and comfort of visi- 
tors, but also to the general effect of the various flowers and plants 
exhibited under its spacious shade. 

Mr. Spicer, the recently appointed collector, is unuBmitting in 
his attention to the duties of his office, and from the increase of 
subscribers, there is every reason to hope that the Society is already 
based on a firm and permanent foundation, 

THE^LOZWICH HOSTICULTURAL AHD FLOBAL SOCIETT.f 
is well entitled to consideration. It was established at the com- 

• See page 83. / 

-f- The Patrons of this Society are :— The Bight Hon. Lord Hatherton, the Ber. John 
Baylie, and the Bor. W. L. Boaenthal. President, T. BnaseD, Esq. Vice-president^ 
E. E. Stanley, Esq. Treasurer and Honorary Secretary, Mr. Thomas Gilbert. 
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mencettient of the present year, (1855) by a few zealous and 
philanthropic gentlemen, who take delight in promoting any 
-scheme calculated to enhance the interests of the neighbourhood 
in which they reside, more especially anything that has reference 
to the improvement of their poorer brethren. 

This Society was specially founded for the advantage and im- 
provement of " Cottagers^^ and to show them how much excellent 
food can be obtained from a small garden, if only properly cultivated. 
In order to facilitate as much as possible so desirable an object, an 
^(ctra prize for the best, second, and third best cultivated cottager's 
garden, is given, in addition to the regular prizes. The Society 
has had two exhibitions during the season,* at both of which, 
(particularly the last), the show of vegetables was such as to 
furnish ample evidence of the beneficial results, derivable from the 
•system of encouragement adopted. Prom the active and influential 
parties connected with this Society, and the broad and liberal views 
•on which it is established, it bids fair to rival its older and more 
portly neighbours. 

• The first show was hdd in the grounda of J. E. Bealey, Esq., an active member of the 
committee, and one who takes the livliest interest in the welfare of the Society ; and the 
isecond at Wallington Hall, the seat of Mrs. Bussell. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



PART III. 



VILLAOBS JlSJ) HAMLETS IS THB rOB£iaN — A GXAKOE AT ETTSHALL 
. -r-THE CASTLE — ^BENTLET HALL — SKETCH OP EDWAED HYDE, 
■' EAUL OP CLAEEltDOK — CEOMWELL, AJTD THE BATPTLB OP 
WOECESTEE — ^ESCAPE OP CHASLES II. APTEE THE BATTLE. 

; We shall now, with the reader's permission, visit the principal 
villages and hamlets in the foreign of Walsall, including the ancient 
parish of Bmhall, and the far-fiajned manor of Bentley, which, 
though not in the foreign, yet, being in the Walsall Union, and 
having attached to them an unusual degree of interest, are con- 
sidered entitled to some notice in these pages. 

BLOXWiOH, 

A large and populous village in the foreign of Walsall, and situate 
about two miles and a half N. W. of the town, appears especially wor- 
thy of attention. It comprises within its chapelry the whole township 
of the foreign, except Walsall Wood Church district, which being 
detached from the rest of the township, is not in the parliamentary 
borough. Bloxwich is celebrated for the manufacture of bridle 
bits, stirrups, keys, cabinet locks, plane irons, buckle tongues, iron 
chains, and all kinds, of saddlers' ironmongery, but especially for 
awl blades, a branch of trade in which it surpasses any place in the 
kingdom. 

It is stated in Domesday book, "that the king held Blockeswich 
(then a portion of the manor of Wednesbury, and having a wood 
three furlongs in length and one in breadth) and in Scelfeld, one 
hide of waste appertaining to the said manor.* Erdeswick 
confoimds it with Blechesworth, which Eoger de Montgomery held 
20th Conqueror. t It is also confounded in the Magna Britannia, 
with West Bromwich. J Sir Simon 'DQggQ states, in his additions 

•Vide Gen. Appen. Vol. I. p. 3. t Erdeswick's Survey, p. 145. 
• X Magna Brit. Vol. V. p. 13. 
L 
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to Erdeswick, that " Sir Gilbert Wakeringe, of Erickmandsworth, 
in the county of Hertford, who kept a great flutter in this county 
in the beginning of King James's time, and who died 25th 
December, 15 James, (1618) was seized of a capital messuage, and 
demesne, and three other messuages, with divers lands in the two 
Bloxwiches, &c., and of the manors of Essington and Wombome in 
the county of Stafford, &c." . 



THE CHURCH, 
(Which is a chapel of ease to the parish church of Walsall), stands in 
the. cent^ of a cemetery, beautifully shaded and sheltered by sur- 
rounding elms, which give to it a degree of retirement and 
Solemnity peculiarly adapted for useful and serious meditation * 
The building is of oblong shape, with nave, two aisles, a chancel,' 
stnd towier. The greater portion of the church and tower was re- 
built in 1791, and further enlarged in 1B33, when were added 200- 
free sittings, making in all 1,400. The burial-ground has also 
been extended nearly an acre. The most ancient part of the* 
tower bears the date of 1702. In 1842, a handsome fine-toned 
Organ was erected in the west gallery. Near the entrance of the 
church stands a remarkable stone- pillar of great antiquity, and? 
Supposed to have been at one time a stone cross. The living is a 
perpetual curacy, value 150Z. per annum, exclusive of an endowmeni? 
of 20/. yearly, arising from a sum of 400/. left in 1673 by William 
Parker. The right of presentation to the living is now vested in 
the vicar of Walsall, though the inhabitants formerly claimed the 
advowson. The present incumbent (the !Rev. John Baylie, M .A.)' 
received the nomination from the late bishop Byder, to whom i^ 
lapsed at the last vacancy. An allotment of Queen Anne's bounty 
was conferred on the benefice a. d. 1811. The following inscription 
on a grave stone in the burial-ground is not unworthy of notice:-^ 

. "To the memory of Samuel Wilks, late of this parish, locksmith, who died 
the 6 November, 1764* Reader I if thou art an inhabitant of Great Bloxwich, 
KNOW, that the dust beneath thy feet, (when overseer of the poor of this 

• The first spot ever ict apart as a sacred burial-place ; namely, the field of Epbiotf 
Twxtglit by the patriarch Abraham— was planted round about with trees. ** The field and the 
care that was therein, and all the trees that were in the field and in the borders round 
about, were made sure unto Abraham for a possession." Qen. xxiii, 17. 
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faaiBh), was imprisoned in th^ ^anse^ becanse he 'refdsed- to surrender Hiy 
rights, and to sabmit to arbitrary mandate, by which it was int^ided to m- 
corporate the poor's rates of the Foreign with those of the Borough, and 
thereby to compel the Foreign to the payment of a greater proportion of 
parochial taxes than is warranted by law.— His resistance was attended with 
success. — ^The benefit is thine.?' 

In 1828 a National School was erected, in wliich upwards of three 
hundred children are educated. It is a neat brick building, in the 
centre of which is a handsome clock, the gift of Stubbs Wightwick, 
Esq. At JBlakenall I£eath is also an Infant School, where on 
Sunday divine service is celebrated. On the north side of the 
village, at Short Seath is a large Wesleyan Chapel, built in 1832 ; 
and in Harden Lane is a Boman Catholic Ckapel, erected in 1808 ; 
a school was established in connection with this chapel in 1825. 
The altar piece, " taking down of Christ from the Cross," is an 
Attractive and meritorious picture. The Primitive Methbdi&ts 
have also chapels both here and at Birch-hills. 
■ Bloxwich being in the parliamentary borough of "Walsall, the in- 
habitants have the privilege of voting for a member. It would seem 
(as evidenced by the foregoing epitaph) that they have ever been 
strenuous in sustaining their parochial independence. The popula- 
tion is about 4,476. The road from "Walsall to Stafford passes through 
Bloxwich, as well as branch roads to Lichfield and Wolverhampton; 
Little Bloxmch, half a mile N.E. ; BlaJcenall Heath, half a mile E. J 
Broadstone, one mile S.; Oascote, one mile E.; Sofs-hole and 
Wallington Heath, three quarters of a mile N. by W. of Bloxwich ; 
also Hayhead, two and a half miles E., and Shelfield* and Walsall 
Wood three and a half miles, N.E. of Walsall are all hamlets in the 
township. The two latter are separated by the intervention of 
Eushall, from the rest of the parish, and now form tm. ecclesiastical 
district attached to . 

ST. JOHITS OHimOH, WALSALL WOOD. 
This church was erected in 1837, at the cost of 1,200/., which 
was defrayed by grants and subscriptions. The building is in the 

, • Bheiaeld (noticed in Domesday book l»y the name of Soclfleld) waa porcluaed by Wm. 
91a«Kiott» 89i|d Deoember» 17th Ohsrlea, from Sir William Skeffington and Bichard, his son, 
In the indenture it is i^eeited, ** all that nuqior or lordship ol Shelfidd and Gregory Shelton' s 
Cottage, chief rents and serrices, &c., for £34." ^, 
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lancet Gbthic style, with quadrangular tower, and is composed of 
blue brick with stone dressings. There are 400 sittings, 310 of 
which are free. The parsonage house, a handsome building in the 
Elizabethan style, was built at the cost of 585Z. The living is a 
perpetual curacy, the value of which is only 60Z. per annum ; it 
has, however, an endowment fund of 500Z., and an annuity of 201, 
paid by the vicar of Walsall, in whom the patronage is vested. 
Adjacent to the church is a Sunday and day school, which is sup- 
ported by voluntary contributions. 

Birch-hills, Bescot, Doveridge, Eull-brook, Park-brook, N"ew-mills, 
Pleck, Whitehall, Park-hiU, Woodnull, Caldmore and Wood-end are 
neighbouring hamlets and suburbs near WalsaU.* 

BESOOT, 

Or as it is designated in ancient vmtings Berkenscot, and Bres- 
mundscote, is the most southern of the hamlets, and is distant 
from the town about two miles. In Domesday book it is described 
as one carucate of waste land, the property of the king.f 

This ancient manor appears to have been first possessed by the 
Hillary family. In the 4th Henry IV, it was certified that " Sir 
Eoger Hillary, Knight, died without issue, and that he held cer- 
tain lands of the king by grand sergeantry, to look after the Hay 
of Ashwood ; amongst which, he held of the Earl of Warwick this 
manor of Bescote," &c. &c.J It is further stated that Margaret, 
the wife of the said Eoger, entered at his death into possession of 
these lands ; and that Sir John Saer de Eochford. Knight, son of 
Joan, one of the sisters of the aforesaid Eoger ; and Elizabeth, wife 
of Sir John Eussell, Knight, and daughter of another sister, were 
the next heirs.§ It afterwards passed into the Mountfort family, 

• The White Hart Inn, at Caldmore, an ancient hoilding in the Elizabethan style, was 
formerly a seat of the Hillary family. And at Woodend, is situate, Gorway House, a neat 
Tjlla residence, in the occupation of Peter Potter, Esq., Agent to the Earl of Bradford. 

^ Gten. Append., Vol. I, p. 3.~A carucate is aa much land as one team could plough in 
the year. 

t Ibid, Vol. I., p. 365.— Sergeantry was a tenure by which the king was to be provided 
with some trifling matter towards his wars. Its honorary services still remain, being 
specially excepted in the Act of Charles II, by which all other tenures were converted into 
socage. Each sergeantry had its caput sergantisB or head, which, like the honor and barony,' 
was the capital mansion. (OUver'saist. Col. Ch. W'bampton, p. 38.) 

I Huntbach MS., No. 2. 
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for it 18 also certified that WilHam Moimtfort, Knight, died 31st 
Henry VI, leaving Sir Baldwin Monntfort seized of this manor. 
Edward Monntfort,- Esq. deceased in 1691, appears to bavebeen 
the last male beir of tbis ancient family ; bis daughter Elizabeth^ 
widow of one Tbomas Harris, baving carried it in marriage 
to Jonas Slaney, gentleman, as attested by indenture dated 20tb 
January, 1717. Tbe estate is bere estimated at five-bundred and 
seven acres. According to Sbaw, (writing in 1812) tbe late 
Jtev. Jonas Slaney, of Bescot Hall, (for many years an . active 
magistrate for tbe county, and vicar of Eusball), being much 
embarrassed, tbe ball, manor, and estate were sold in pursuance of 
a decree in Chancery to Mr. Eicbard Wilks, for 3,200Z., by whom 
they were occupied for about six years ; and in 1794 the property 
was purchased by Eichmond Aston, Esq., (who obtained a large 
fortune from coal mines at Tipton, &c.), for 4,0007. 

Tbe ancient mansion of the Hillarys and Mountforts occupied 
the site called the Moat Garden, — a considerable space of ground 
encompassed by a large square moat, over which a bridge, finely 
shaded with trees, was built by one of the Slaney family. Mr. 
Aston made extensive alterations in the premises a short time 
previous to his decease, which were completed by his widow, ac- 
cording to his original plan. The iron entrance gates, which stood 
close to the building, were removed to their present position, and 
the approach, grounds, &c. much extended and improved. Dr. 
Plot states, " at the village of Bescot was foimd a sort of earth 
or mud, which being stirred up seemed to shine like fire." A story 
is recorded of one Mr. Jones, who whilst riding with Captain 
Thomas Lane in tbe night time, casually feU into a ditch in Bescot 
grounds, on being extricated firom which by his^ companion, it was 
observed " that their persons and horses wherever touched by tbe 
mud, emitted a faint flame like that of burnt brandy, which con- 
tinued upon them for a mile's riding."* 

At Bescot there is a Jtmction Baihoay Station, which intersects 
tbe South Staffordshire and London and North Western Lines, and 
from which the taU and finely tapered chimney of the extensive 
Mrge Works, belonging to Edward Elvfrell, Junior, Esq., Justice 

• Flot'B Stttffordshire, p. 116. 
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of the Feace, (a geiitleman highlj and deservedly respected bj all 
classes), and the adjoining capacious sheet of water caSiedMiDelT^ 
JPool, form attractive objects for observation. About thi^ hun- 
^d hands are here employed; the Doachiiiery is propelled by watet 
and steam power, equal to one hundred and fifty horses, in the 
manufacture of spades, hoes, shovels^ axes, &c., for home and 
exportation. 

BTTSHALXm 

This village is an ancient manor and parish, situate on; the 
Lichfield road, about one mile N.B. of Walsall, with which township 
it is said to have been originally connected. It contains about 
one thousand-eight-hundred and fifty acres, and abounds in coal 
and limestone.* The inhabitants, who are principally employed 
in mining, husbandry, and brickmaking, numbered in 1831 only 
693, and in 1851 had increased to 1,946 ; this increase has chiefly 
taken place in the district of Byecroft, where fine sand used by 
glass manufacturers, and loam for the foundries are found in 
great abimdance. 

BUSHALL OASTLE, 

The ancient manor hou^e, (now in ruins), is little more than half 
a mile distant from Walsall, and forms an interesting object of 
at^action. During the wars between the houses of York and 
Jjanca^ter, and likewise in the war between Charles I and hia part 
liament, this: castle is represented as having been strongly fortified 
aud garrisoned. The manor anciently belonged to the family of 
Boweles, from whom it passed to that of Qrobbere, and thence to 
the Harpers, by one of whom the castle was erected ; the arms of 
the founder, " La Harpeur," are over the keystone of the maii^ 
entrance leading to the court yard, and comprise a lion rampant 
within an engrailed "bordure," upon an ornamental escutcheon. 
The walls (which according to Erdeswick were all "embattled 
(Q^tlewise," and entirely surrounded the fortress) are eomposed of 
rough limestone, and are of immense strength. The same authoir 
describes!, them as having been surrounded by a deep moai^ not a 
ve^t^ge of one, however, now remaina; ; and with the exception of 

• A description of this limestone is given in page 6. j : . . c 
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n^anfiion. :. . , .' . . ; 

; la iho :Qarl7 part' of* the seYenteeath century^ Hie manor came) 
into the ppssession of "fcfae Leigh fiimilj, fixnn whom it passed to^ 
the Itev. JBdward Mellish, whose executors are the present pro* 
pirietors. A modern building. hais been erected within the ruins,- 
and called Rmhall Hall, at present in the occnpation of Mr. John 
Oowley, « . ' 

THE OHTTBGH, 

"Which is adjacent to the ruins, is dedicated to St. Michael, and 
was anciently a chapel of ease to Walsall.* This sacred edifice 
was originally in the pointed style of architecture, but mpst of the 
a,ncient fabric has given plaoe to modem innpvations. It is at 
present (with the exception of a portion of the steeple) being com- 
pletely rebuilt. Several monuments of the Leigh family are said 
to have been formerly preserved within these walls, one especially 
of Edward Leigh, a member of the "long parliament,** who was 
confined by Cromwell, along with other members at the King's. 
Head, in the Strand, He is described as being a. man of con- 
siderable literary reputation, and was the author of "Critica Sacra,'' 
and other useful works. 

. The living is a vicarage, valued in, the king's book« at 4Z. 5^. * 
it is now worth 292Z. annually, and was endowed by John Harper, 
Esq., by whom the church was rebuilt, a, d. 1^4i44i. iDhe living is- 
in the patronage of the Lords of the Manor. The old vicarage 
house has been much improved by the present incumbent, the 
Eev. H. Chavasse, M.A., who is also president of the EushaLL 
Provident Society, established in 184i7, for mutual relief in cases 
of sickness, infirmity, and death. In 1847 a Parochial Library 
and School was established, a suitable building for which was 
erected at the cost of 660/. 

BENTI4E7 HALL. 

This ancient manor-house, (far famed as the residence of Colonel 
Lane, who with his sister, concealed Charles 11, after his defeat at 

• See endowment of WalaaH vicarage, in Fart lY, under the head of <*Anolent Beeorda." 
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tlie batiile of Worcester, and assisted kirn to effect bis final escape), • 
is a spacious and beautiful villa, enthroned on a commanding 
eminence, about a quarter of a mile from the high road, and, with 
a few farm houses, forms the entire village of Bentley, which is ': 
part of the Earl of Lichfield's estate. Bentlej is in Willenhail 
church district, and the Union of Walsall.* It is thus described 
by Harwood : — ^^ Bentley is a manor belonging to Wolverhampton. 
From the family of Bentley it descended to the Griffith's and 
passed from them, 8, Henry YI, to Bichard Lane, in which family 
it remiained till John. Lane sold it in 1718 to Joseph Turton, of 
Wolverhampton; from him it passed to the first Lord Anson.f 
During the parliamentarian war it was the residence of Col. John 
Lane, who gave refuge to the King Charles II, after the battle of 
Worcester, in 1651 ; and it was from , hence that Jane Lane, the 
memorable daughter of Thomas Lane, Esq., of Bentley, conducted 
the king on horseback beyond Bristol, in which dangerous service 
she carried herself with great address and fortitude." J 

The township comprises about 1,470 acres, and in 1851 contained 
381 inhabitants. * 

The ensuing sketch of the king's miraculous and romantic escape 
has been taken from an account left by Edward Hyde, Earl of 
Clarendon, who affirms that the particulars are narrated as he 
heard them from the king himself; a fact which not only ensures 
authenticity, but gives to the narrative a more than ordinary 
interest. The style in which it is written is of a rather tedious 
and complicated character, so much so, as to require a great effort 

• Bentley Hall is the residence of the Bev. G. H. Fisher, M.A.. Incumbent of St. Giles's, 
WillenhaU. The ancient mansion (more is the pity) has been nearly all re-built, so that but 
little now remains of those hospitable waUs which once weloomed and preserved the royal 
fugitive. 

i Geor^, the first Lord Anson, was bom at Oakedge Hall, Shugborougrh, near Bugely, 
In 1697. He was a distinguished admiral and circumnavigator, one of the greatest glories of 
the British fleet in his day. He was raised to the Feera^ in 1747 by the title of Lord Anson, 
Baron Soberton of Hampshire. After a long and useftil life in the service of his country, he 
retired to his seat at Moor Fark, Herts, where he suddenly expired in 17 72. At his demise 
the title became extinct, but his pcoperty was inherited by his elder brother, Thomas Anson, 
Esq., of Shugborough, who was succeeded by his nephew, George Adams, Esq. He assumed 
(he naine of Anson, and his son and successor, Thomas Anson, Esq., was created, in 1806, 
Viscount Anson of Shugborough and Orgreave, in Staffordshire, and Baron Anson of Sober- 
ton, in Hampshire. He was succeeded by his son, Thomas Wm. Anson, the present Earl of 
Lichfield, to which degree in the peerage he was raised in 1692. 

t Hatw. Staff, p. 303. : . 
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of attention to comprehend some portions ; it has been therefore 
thought expedient not to adhere strictly to the original phraseology. 

Previous, howeyer, to entering upon the interesting detail, it 
may be well to make the reader acquainted with a brief outline of 
the noble author's career ; and also a few incidents connected with 
the memorable battle, which placed the young king in so much 
jeopardy. 

Edward Hydcy JEarl of Clarendon, was the son of a private gen- 
tleman of fortune, in Wiltshire. He studied at Oxford with a 
view to the church, but in consequence of the death of two elder 
brothers, was removed at the age of sixteen to London, where he 
pursued with diligence the study of the law. During this period 
he associated with some of the most eminent of his contemporaries, 
among whom were Lord Falkland, Carew, Waller, Selden, Morley, 
and Chillingworth. In the practice of the law he figured so credit- 
ably as to attract the notice of Archbishop Laud. He entered 
parliament in 1640, and soon afterwards left the bar to devote him- 
self more exclusively to public affairs. He abstained for some 
time from connecting himself with any political party, but 
eventually joined the royalists. 

In the struggles between Charles I. and the people, he was 
much consulted by the king, and many of the papers issued in the 
royal cause during the civil war were his productions. Charles, 
while holding his court at Oxford, nominated him Chaacellor of 
the Exchequer, and conferred upon him the honour of knighthood. 
Leaving the king in 1644, he accompanied Prince Charles to the 
West, and subsequently to Jersey, where he remained for two 
years after the prince's departure from that island, engaged in 
tranquil literary occupations, and especially in writing a history of 
the stormy events in which he had lately been an actor. In 1661 
he joined the exiled Charles in Paris, and continued to be of great 
service in managing the embarrassed pecuniary affairs of the coui^, 
in giving counsel to the king, and in preserving harmony among 
his adherents. At this time his poverty was such that he writes 
in 1652, " I have neither clothes nor fire to preserve me from the 
sharpness of the season ;" and in the followiug year, " I have not 
had a liwe of my own for three months." He appears to have 
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been greatly annoyed by the indol^ioe and extravagance of CharleB, 
who, however, valued him highly, and mamfested hia approbation 
by raising him to the dignity of Chancellor. 

This appointment by a king without a kingdom, besides serving 
to testify the royal favour, enabled the easy and indolent monarch 
to rid himself of clamorous applicants for future lucrative offices, 
in England, by referring them to one who had greater ability to 
resist solicitation with firmness. Of the four confidential counsel- 
lors by whose advice Charles was almost exclusively directed after 
the death of Oliver Cromwell, Hyde bore the greatest share of 
business, and was believed to possess the greatest influence. He 
was a witness of the Eestoration, and was with Charles at Canter- 
bury in his progress to London ; followed his triumphant entry to 
the capital ; and took his seat on the first of June (1660) as 
Speaker of the House of Lords ; he also sat on the same day in the 
Court of Chancery. Li the same year his daughter became the 
wife of the Duke of York, by which marriage, Hyde was rendered 
a progenitor of two queens of England, Mary, and Anne. At the 
coronation in 1661, the earldom of Clarendon was conferred on 
him, along with a gift fi'om the king of 20,000Z. He enjoyed the 
office of Chancellor till 1666, when, having incmrred the popular 
odium by some of his measures, and raised up many bitter enemies 
in the court by his opposition to the dissoluteness and extravagance 
which there prevailed, he resigned the great seal by his Majesty's 
command, and was soon afterwards compelled to withdraw from 
the kingdom. He retired to France, and occupied himself in com- 
pleting his " History of the EebeHion, " (for such was the epithet 
bestowed by the royalists upon the civil war), which, however, — 
not being intended for publication till the numerons individuals of 
whom it treated were no more— did not make its appearance till 
the reign of Queen Anne (1707).* 

Soon after the death of Clharles I., CromweU was appointed to 
command the army in Lreland against the royalists commanded by 
the Duke of Ormond, and a body of the " native irish," under 
O'Neal. After scouring the whole country, gaining conquest upon 
conquest, which, (in imison with the general tenor of his actions) 

• CyolopBBdia of EngliBh Literoture, Vol, I, p. 476. 
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Were not untainted with bmtal ferocity — Cromwell returned to 
England, in high favour, and received the thanks of Parliament. 
The Scots had by this time pilaced young Charles on the Scottish 
throne, and it became necessary to adopt measures for prosecuting 
the war in that quarter. Fairfax would not on principle oppose 
the presbyterians, and refused the command, which, as a matter of 
course, devolved upon Cromwell, who boldly set out at the head of 
1G,000 men. The Scots prepared to meet the invasion, and a 
battle ensued at Dunbar, in which they were put to flight and 
hotly pursued with Jarful slaughter. It is said that Cromwell did 
not on that occasion lose above 40 men. Nothing daunted at this 
defeat, the brave young Charles resolved to mardi immediately into 
England, expecting to be there joined by all the royalists. The 
Scots approved not of so hazardous an enterprise, and fell from him 
in large numbers, and the English so dreaded the n^me of his 
formidable opponent, that they also refused to unite with him. On 
his arrival at Worcester, Charles heard to his mortification that 
Cromwell, at the head of an increased army, amounting to 40,000, 
was marching from Scotland with rapid strides. The news had 
scarcely arrived when Cromwell made his appearance (Sep. 3, 1661) 
and surrounding the town on every side, dealt death and destruction 
amongst the disordered royalists. The streets were strewn with 
dead and dying ; nearly the whole of the Scottish army was either 
killed or captured, and the king himself, after the exercise of much 
valour, was compelled to fly. 

ESCAPE OF CHASLES, AFTER THE BATTLE. 

Though the king could not obtain an army to fight, yet were too 
many to be found anxious to fiy with him ; he had not gone many 
hours' journey from Worcester, when he had about him, near, if 
not above 4,000 of his horse ; but there was a paleness in every 
man's looks, and jealousy and confusion in their faces, and he re- 
solved to withdraw himself. This he found means to do under 
cover of night, accompanied by a couple of his most trusty servants, 
whom however, he with due precaution discharged at day break, 
having first made them cut off his hair ; he then betook himself to 
an adjacent wood, relying for preservation upon Him, who alone, 
could and did miracidously deliver him. 
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Overcome with fatigue, he lay down to rest, when he espied a 
man hiding in an oak close by, who, on recognising the king, im- 
mediately decended ; he proved to be a gentleman of the neigh- 
bouring county of Staffordshire, named Careless, who had. served 
his late Majesty during the war, and was one of the few friends 
who rallied round Charies at Worcester. After some consultation 
as to the safest mode to elude detection during the day. Careless . 
succeeded in advising the king to take shelter with him in the tree 
that he had just left, the boughs of which, were so thick with leaves' 
as to completely screen them. from view.* They here- remained 
secure all day, and not only observed those who came in search of 
them, but actually overheard the various remarks of their pursuers 
" how they would serve the king if they could only catch him," &c. 

"When night came, it was not in the king's power to forget that 
he had lived two days and two nights with scarcely any food or sleep, 
and he thought it was high time to make some provision for both, 
so resolved (with the advice of his companion) to leave his blessed 
tree ; Careless being a Eoman Catholic was weU acquainted with 
those of that persuasion, of all degrees, who had the best oppor- 
tunities of affording safe shelter; his family it is said rendered 
considerable service to the unfortunate king during his conceal- 
ment in the neighbourhood, so that it was part of the king's good 
fortune to have met with that gentleman. They proceeded together 
through the wood, keeping amongst the enclosures, farthest from 
any highway, and after having walked at least eight or nine miles, 
making many a shift to get over hedge and ditch, which the king 
felt the more grievous from the weight of his boots— arrived at a 
poor cottage, the owner of which, being a Eoman Catholic, was 
known to Careless. They called up the host, who readily under- 
stood the condition of the travellers, and presently conducted them 
to a little bam, full of hay, which was even a better lodging than 
the poor man himself possessed. After conferring together as to 
the news and temper of the country, it was considered unwise for 
both to remain. Careless, therefore, agreed to go, and within two 
days send an honest man to guide the king to some other place of 

• This celebrated tree is still preserved with great care. The wood in which it is siln^ 
ated is at a place called Boscobel, aboat seven miles (torn Wolverhampton, and close to 
Ohillington, the seat of Thomas W. Gifford, Esq. 
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security ; and in the meanwhile it was arranged that his Majesty 
should stay upon the hay-mow, the poor man of the house, knowing 
no more, than that he was a £riend of the captain's, and one of those 
who had escaped from Worcester. Careless departed before dawn, 
and the king, thus left alone, fell into a sound sleep, which he en- 
joyed till his host brought him the only refreshment he could offer, 
yiz., a piece of bread and a great pot of buttermilk, which his 
Majesty thought the best food he had ever eaten. The poor man 
spoke very intelligently of the country and of the people, who were 
either well or ill affected to the king, and of the great fear that 
possessed the hearts of those who were best affected. He said 
" that he lived by his daily labour, and that the humble fere which 
he had brought him was such as he and his wife used, for, he feared, 
that by endeavouring to procure better, it might draw suspicion 
upon him, and lead parties to suppose that he had some body with 
him, that was ixot of his own family ; but should he wish him to 
procure some meat, he would do so." The king was quite satisfied 
with his reason, and would not run the hazard for a change of diet ; 
but desired that the man would fevour him with his company as 
often as he conveniently could. 

His Majesty had rested upon this hay-mow, and fed upon this 
diet for two days and nights, and on the third evening, a man a. 
little above the condition of his host, came from Careless, to con- 
duct him to another house, about twelve miles distant, and more 
out of the way of any road through which it was likely for any part 
of the army to march. Having changed clothes with his landlord, 
even to his shirt, (for he wisely considered that fine linen in so 
humble a garb might lead to his discovery), he set out in the 
beginning of the night, under the conduct of his guide, who led 
him the nearest way, crossing over hedges and ditches, in order to 
avoid being met by any one in their progress. 

So fatigued was the king during this journey, that he was even 
ready to despair, and prefer being taken prisoner, before purchasing 
his safety at such a price. He had not proceeded far, when his 
shoes (with which he had been provided in lieu of his accustomed 
boots) hurt him so badly, that he was compelled to discard them, 
and walk with no other protection than. his hose, which were 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



88 HISTORY AND ANTI^tJITIES OF WALSALL. 

quickly worn oiit ; and bo sorely wounded were his feet with thorns* 
and stones, that he many times cast himself upon the ground in 
desperation, obstinately refusing to proceed. His sturdy guide, how- 
ever, encouraged him onwards, sometimes promising that the way 
should be better, and sometimes assuring him that he had but little 
farther to go ; and in this distress and perplexity, they arrived 
before dav^n at their destination. The dwelling that was now to 
afford him shelter, seemed of a somewhat better class than that 
which he had lefb, but his lodging was still confined to a bam ; 
here he had served to him some meat and porridge, and, with 
the addition of butter and cheese, he thought himself well feasted. 
He was also supplied with shoes and better hose, and after his feet 
were sufficiently recovered, was conducted by his faithful guide to 
another poor cot, within a convenient distance. Being now in that 
quarter which was more inhabited by Boman Catholics than most 
other parts of England, he was led from* one to another of that 
persuasion, and concealed for several days with great fidelity. A 
benedictine monk, named Hudleston, was at this time sent to him 
by Careless, and afforded him much comfort and assistance. He 
provided him with more proper habit than the rags he then wore, 
and when the places to which he conducted him were at too great 
a distance to walk, he found him a horse. The king having dis- 
covered from the monk, ' that Lord Wilmot lay concealed in a 
friend's house, not a great distance off, begged of him to contrive 
some means by which they could speak together, and vrithin a 
night or two the desired interview was accomplished. Lord 
Wilmot described to the king how that he had by very good for- 
tune fi^en into the house of an honest gentleman, one Mr. Lane, 
a person of an excellent reputation for his fidelily to the king, and 
otherwise bore a universally good name ; that his son, who had 
been a colonel in the king's service during the late war, was on his 
way with men to Worcester the very day of the defeat, and that 
men of all opinions paid the old man very great respect ; that he 
had been most civilly treated there ; and that the old gentleman 
had used some diHgence to find out where the king was, so that he 
might get hirn to his house, where he was sure he could conceal 
him till a full deEvecanoe might be effected.' The monk also spoke 
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of Mr. Lane^s reputation in the highest terms, how ' that he had 
a fair estate, and was ezoee^xoglj beloved; that he was the 
oldest Justice of the Peace in that county of Stafford, and thougk 
a zealous Protestant, yet he lived with ao much civility and .candour 
towards the Catholics, that they would all trust hiqi as they would 
one of their own profession ; and that he could not think of any 
place so likely to afford good repose and seciirity.' The king liked 
the propositipn, and not thinking it jGlt to surprise the g^itleman,: 
sent forward Wilmot to assure himself that he would be. received.^ 
The monk then conducted the king to a bouse at a reasonable dis* 
tance, where, according to appointment,. Lord Wilmot returned 
with every assurance of welcome, and they at once proceeded 
together to Mr. Lane's house; Wilmot returning under care of 
the monk, to be in readiness when any.fiirther movement should 
be thought necessary. The. king remained here in quiet and 
blessed security for many days, receiving all possible attei^tion, 
and every information respecting. the state of the country, &c. 
When, however, he saw the proclamation, in which a thousand 
pounds was offered to any man ^ who would discover and deliv6r> 
up the person of Chables Stewabt, and declaring ihe penalty of 
high treason against those who presumed to harbour or conceal 
him, he thought it was. full time to consider how he could get neair: 
to the sea coast, fix)m whence some meazis might be found to con- 
vey him out of England. Upon this matter he communicated 
with those of the family who took so warm an interest in his be^- 
behalf ; namely, the old gentleman, (the father) a very grave and: 
venerable person ; the colonel, (his eldest son, a man very plain in 
his discourse and behaviour, but of fearless courage, and integrity^ 
superior to any temptation) ; and a daughter of the house,* of very 
good wit and discretion, and very fit to bear any part in such a 
trust. 

Mr. Lane had a niece, or very near kinswoman, who was married, 
to a gentleman named Norton,t who resided within a few miles of 

• The Colonel^B siater Jane. 

-t- According to a little work pubUshed in the year of the Bestotration, under the name of 
B08COBBL, Mrs. Norton was aiater to Mrs. Lane. The drctunstanoe is thus notieed:— 
<*Ck>l. Lane, having secured my Lord's (Wilmot's) horses, and being come to Mosely 
according to appointment of Friday night, was brought up to my Lord by Hr, Wbitgreave ; 
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Bristol, which was at least four or five days journey from Bentlejr 
Hall, but a place most to be desired, as the king was not only well 
acquainted with that part of the country, but many persons, to 
whom in an extraordinary case he durst make himself known. It 
was therefore resolved that Mrs. Lane should visit this cousin, 
who was known to be of go^d affections, and that she should ride 
behind the king, who was fitted with clothes and boots for such 
service ; and that a servant of his father's, in livery, should wait 
upon her. A good house was easily pitched upon for the first 
night's lodging, where Wilmot received notice to meet them. Ac- 
cordingly the king set out on his journey,* the Colonel bearing 
him company at a distance, with a hawk upon his fist, and two or 
three spaniels, which warranted him to ride out of the way, while 
keeping his charge still in his eye. In this manner they arrived 
in safety at their first night's post. Here Lord Wilmot found 
them, and their journeys being adjusted, he was instructed where 
to meet them each night. The Colonel continued his hawking 
iintil he had accompanied them to within less than a day's journey 
of Mr. Norton's ; he then gave his hawk to Lord "Wilmot, who 
followed on the same practice. 

Whenever the party put up at any house, the king was immedi- 
ately carried into some quiet chamber, Mrs. Lane declaring * that 
he was a neighbour's son, whom his father had lent her to ride 
before her, in the hope that he would the sooner recover from a 
quartan ague, with which he had been for some time miserably 
afflicted.' By this artifice she invariably caused a good bed to be 
provided for him, as well as the best food, which she generally 
contrived to carry to him herself. In order to get to Mr. Norton's, 
it was necessary to ride quite through the city of Bristol ; a place 
with which the king was so well acquainted, that he could not 



and| after mutual salutation, acquainted him that his sister, Mrs. Jane Lane, had, by acci- 
dent, procnred a pass from Bome commander of the rebels, for herseK and a man to go to 
Bristol to see her sister, then near her time of lying in ; and freely offered, if his Lordship 
thought fit, he might make use of it, which my Lord seemed inclinable to accept; and on 
Saturday night was conducted by Col. Lane's man (himself not being well) to the Colonel's 
house, at Bentley. His Lordship then, and not before, discovered his name to Mr. 
Whitgreave, and gave him many thanks for so great a kindness in so imminent 
a danger." 

• This took place towards the end of October, 1661. 
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ayoid pausdng to view tlie alterations which had taken place 'since 
he was last there, and when he approached the spot where the 
great fort had stood, he could not forbear turning his horse out of 
the way, to ride round it with his fair companion. 

When they arrived at Mr. Norton's house, it was a holiday, and 
many people were congregated about a bowling-green in front, 
watching the bowlers. The king recognised in the group many 
familiar &ces, amongst them one of his own chaplains, who was 
allied to Mr. Norton. William, (by which name the king went) 
quietly walked with his horse to the stable, where he remained 
until his kind mistress had provided for his retreat. Mrs. Lane 
was most welcomely received by her cousin, to whom, as soon as 
she was conducted to her chamber, she lamented the condition of 
^ a good youth who accompanied her thither, and who was very 
delicate, having only just recovered of an ague ;' and requested o^ 
her cousin ' that a chamber might be provided for him, and a good 
fire, as he would retire early to rest, and was not fit to remain 
down stairs.' A pretty little chamber was accordingly prepared, 
in which "William" was soon comfortably ensconced, greatly relieved 
at having been freed from the company below. Though the mis- 
tress of the house and Mrs. Lane had been reared together, and, 
were attached friends, as well as kindred, yet, this had been her 
first visit, and as an excuse for making so long a journey at such a 
time of the year, she stated that * she was on her way to a friend in 
Dorsetshire, whither she would proceed after a little rest.' Some 
broth having been brought to the table at supper, Mrs. Lane filled 
a little dish, and desired the butler * to carry it to "William," and 
say that he should have some meat sent to him presently.' The 
butler did as desired, and spoke kindly to the young man, who 
seemed willing to eat. At length, looking narrowly upon him, the 
butler fell upon his knees, and with tears in his eyes, exclaimed 
* how glad he was to see his Majesty.' The king was infinitely sur- 
prised, yet recollected himself sufficiently to laugh at the man, and 
ask him * what he meant' ? The butler had been falconer to Sir 
Thomas Jermyn, and made it appear that he knew well to whom 
he spoke, repeating some particulars which the king had not forgot. 
Whereupon the king conjured him * not to speak of what he knew, 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



92 HISTORY AND ANTIQUITIES OF WALSALL. 

even to his master, thougli he believed him to be a very honest? 
man.' The fellow promised, and kept his word, and the king wa» 
all the better waited upon during the time of his abode. Dr^ 
Gorges (the king's chaplain before alluded to) being present at 
supper, asked Miss Lane many questions concerning William, of 
whom he saw she was so careful, * how long his ague had left him,' 
and the like ; to which she returned such answers as best occurred 
to her. The doctor (like many others at this time) had retired 
from the clerical profession, and turned his attention to the study, 
of physic ; and when supper was over, out of good nature, and 
without telling any body, he left to visit "William." The king on 
perceiving him coming, withdrew to the side of the bed, where he 
might be ferthest from the candle. The doctor, taking his seat 
beside him, felt his pulse, and asked him many questions, which he 
answered in as few words as possible, expressing great inclina- 
tion to go to bed. The doctor, having remained with him a short 
time, went to Mrs. Lane, and told her * that he had been with 
** William," who would do well;' and at the same time advised 
her what to do, should his. ague return. The next morning the 
doctor went away, so that the king saw him no more. 

After some days stay here, and communication between the 
king and Lord Wilmot, it was agreed that the latter should wait 
upon Colonel !Prancis Windham, who lived about a day's journey 
off, and appoint a place where the king could speak with him. This 
gentleman behaved himself well during the war, and had been 
governor of Dunstar Castle, where the king had lodged when he 
was in the west ; besides which, his Majesty entertained a special 
regard for his eldest brother, whose wife had been his nurse. A 
convenient time and place of meeting was soon fixed,, and the king, 
having taken his leave of Mrs. Lane, who remained with her cousin 
Norton, proceeded in company with Lord Wilmot to the spot ap- 
pointed. On their way, they met a former servant of the king's, 
who well knew Lord Wilmot ; they however succeeded in passing 
unobserved. At the place of meeting they remained only one 
night. The king then went to the Colonel's house, where he 
rested many days, while the Colonel endeavoured to discover some 
safe means of embarkation, To find a vessel, outward-bound, that 
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TBVOuld take a passenger, was no easy matter ; and there was 
great danger of getting one that could be trusted. The Colonel 
thought of a gentleman of his acquaintance, named Ellison, who 
resided near Lyme, in Dorsetshire ; he had been a captain in the 
king's army, and was still looked upon as a very honest man. With 
him the Colonel consulted as to how a vessel might be obtained, to 
take a couple of gentlemen, (friends of his, who were in danger of 
being arrested), to Prance. Lyme was considered as malicious 
and disaffected a town, to the king's interest, as any in England, 
but there was in it a master of a bark, of whose honesty Captain 
Ellison was quite confident ; he had only returned from Erance, 
and was waiting for lading to make another voyage. The captain 
having questioned him on the subject, he ultimately agreed to un- 
dertake the affair for fifby pounds, observing that * the greatest 
caution and secrecy should be preserved, as his putting to sea 
again so sooti without a freight, would be very likely to create a 
suspicion.' Colonel Windham being apprized of this arrangement, 
accompanied Lord Wilmot to Captain Ellison's residence, from 
whence they all rode to a house near Lyme, where they were met 
by the master of the bark, ; and it was resolved, that on a certain 
night, he should draw out his vessel from the pier, and make for a 
point about a mile from the town, where his ship could remain 
upon the beach when the tide was out, the return of which would 
take her off about break of day. Near this point was a small inn, 
kept by a man who was reputed honest, and to which the cavaliers 
of the country often resorted. Here, the two gentlemen were to 
come in the early part of the night, so that they might put them- 
selves on board. All things being thus concerted, and good 
earnest given to the master. Lord Wilmot and the Colonel re- 
turned to the king, the captain undertaking to look careftdly after 
the master ; and if anything should turn out contrary to expecta- 
tion, to give notice at a certain place where it was intended the 
king should be the day before he was to embark. 

The appointed day arrived, and all preparations having been 
pronounced ready, *the captain conducted the king and Lord 
Wilmot to within sight of the inn, and then returned to his own 
house about a mile distant, the Colonel remaining still where they 
had lodged, until he might hear of their safe departure. 
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The inn was filled with travellers, so that the fugitives had to 
content themselves with an ordinary chamber. At dawn, "Wilmot 
went out in order to discover the bark, but to his consternation no 
vessel was to be seen. The sun arose, and still nothing like a ship 
in view. They sent to the captain, who was equally amazed, and 
immediately despatched a messenger to the town, who returned 
with word that the bark was still in the harbour, but that the 
master could not be found. Both "Wilmot and the king suspected 
the captain, and the captain lifiispected the master. It was now 
after ten o'clock, so concluding that it was not prudent to stay 
longer at their present quarters, they mounted their horses, and 
returned to where they had left the Colonel. 

It was subsequently discovered that the master of the vessel had 
meant honestly, and made all things ready for the voyage ; but 
that when he proceeded to pack up some changes of linen and 
other articles, such as he was accustomed to take with him to sea, 
his wife (who had observed that he had been for some days ftdler 
of thought than usual, and had seen the seamen who generally ac- 
companied him convey provisions on board the bark), now felt 
convinced that her husband meant putting to sea ; she well knew 
that there was yet no lading in the vessel, and suspecting that he 
was engaged in some secret mission which boded no good, secured 
the door, swearing that he should not leave the house that night, 
and threatening that if he persisted in going, she would arouse the 
neighbours, and have him carried before the Mayor to be examined. 
The poor man thus mastered by the passion and violence of his 
wife, and fearing that any resistance on his part might get him 
into trouble, was forced to yield, and so returned to his bed. 

It was most fortunate that the king had so hastened from the 
inn. The day was a solemn fast, which was then observed, prin- 
cipally to inflame the people against his Majesty and all those who 
were loyal to him ; and there was a chapel in the village, where a 
weaver, who had been a soldier, was accustomed of late to preach 
most vehemently against the old order of government. At the 
very time when Charles left, the weaver was denouncing him to 
liis congregation, impressing upon them * that Charles Stuart was 
lurking somewhere in the country, and that they would merit from 
God Almighty if tjiey could find him out.' What was still more 
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pemarkable, the other travellers who had lodged in the inn that 
night, had sent for a smith to examine their horses, it being a hard 
frost. The smith, when he had done, naturally enough, also 
examined the feet of the two horses belonging to the royal party ; 
when he had observed, them he told the host ' that one of those 
horses had travelled far, and he was sure that his four shoes had 
been made in four different counties.' The smith going to the 
sermon, communicated this intelligence to some of the neighbours, 
and so it eventually came to the ears of the preacher, who inmiedi- 
ately sent for an officer and searched the inn. On finding that 
both horses and guests had gone, he caused them to be pursued in 
various directions, positively declaring * that one of the travellers 
was no other than Charles Stuart.' 

When the king and Lord "Wilmot madie knovm their disappoint- 
ment to the Colonel, the conclusion was at once arrived at, that it 
was no longer safe to remain in those parts, and without any 
farther delay they rode back to the Colonel's house, where they 
arrived at night. It was then resolved that the nexit attempt 
should be made in Hampshire and Sussex, Colonel Windham 
bad no interest in that quarter, and as they must needs pass 
through all Wiltshire before they could get thither, (which would 
require many days journey) it was evident that the undertaking 
would be attended with much danger, especially for the king to 
ride through any great town, as Salisbury or Winchester. 

Between the Colonel's and Salisbury resided one Colonel Robert 
Philips, a younger brother of a very loyal family. He had served 
the king during the war, and his Majesty resolved on trusting him, 
and so sent forward Lord Wilmot to arrange an appointment. 
Philips accordingly proceeded to the Colonel's house, for being 
a kinsman, he could do so without suspicion. The roads were now 
full of soldiers who were making for their respective quarters. 
Many regiments of both horse and foot were assigned for the west, 
of which division Desbordugh was commander-in-chief. These 
marches were likely to continue for several days, and it was deemed 
unsafe for the king to stay so long in his present abode ; he, there- 
fore, resorted to his old security of taking a female behind him, and 
in that manner, with a kinswoman of Colonel Windham, arrived 
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in safety at a place not tax &om Salisbiuy, under the guidance of 
Colonel Philips. In this journey they passed through the middle 
of a regiment of horse, and presently after, met Desborough him- 
self in company with three or four men. 

The next day after their arrival, Dr. Hinchman, one of the 
prebends of Salisbury met on the plains (by appointment), the 
king. Lord Wilmot, and Philips ; the two latter then left for the 
sea coast to &id a vessel, and the Dr. conducted the king to a 
place called Heale, three miles from Salisbury, and belonging to 
Sergeant Hyde, who was afterwards Chief Justice of the King's 
Bench ; the house, (which was then in the possession of the widow 
of his elder brother) stood alone, some distance from neighbours, 
or any highway. Here they arrived late in the evening, and sup- 
ped with some gentlemen, who were accidently there, and could 
not well be avoided. The king rose early the next morning and 
left, as if he had continued his journey, the widow, however, (being 
trusted with the knowledge of her guest), sent her servants out of 
the way, and at an appointed hour received him again. He was 
then accommodated in a little room, which had been made since the 
commencement of the trouble, for the concealment of delinquents. 

Here he lay concealed for many days, the widow herself attend- 
ing him, with such things as were necessary, and bringing him 
such letters as the Dr. received from Lord Wilmot and Colonel 
Philips. At length a vessel having been provided, upon the coast of 
Sussex, and due notice forwarded to Dr. Hinchman, he arranged 
for the king to meet him at Stonehenge, upon the plains, three 
miles from Heale, whither the widow, took care, to direct him. 
The Dr. then attended him to a place, where he was received by 
Colonel Philips, who the next day delivered him to Lord Wilmot, 
with whom he went to a house in Sussex, recommended by Colonel 
Guntar, a. gentleman who had served the king in the war, and 
who had now ready for him a little bark at Brighthelmstone, a 
email fishing town where he went early on board, and soon landed 
in safety at P6camp, in Normandy. 

It is recorded that no less than forty persons, men and women, 
had at different times been privy to the king's escape. 

The annexed records show that his Majesty after the restoration. 
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was not uninindful of the services rendered Mm by the family of 
Lane. Several high honours and emoluments were conferred upon 
them, amomg others was offered the privilege of interment in the 
royal cemetery, at Westminster ; this, however, the Colonel mo- 
destly declined, and was buried in "Wolverhampton Church.* 

HOUflB OF OOMMOinS, WEDBBfiDAT, 19th DECBMBEB, 1060. 

Besdved^ — *' That as a mark of respect to Mrs. Lane, and ui testimony of 
the high value of her services, in being instrumental to the preservation and 
security of the person of his royal Majesty, there be conferred on the said 
Mrs. Lane the sum of 1,0002., to buy her a jewel; and that the same he, and 
hereby stands charged on the arrears of the grand excise, and paid to her, or 
her assigns, in course, after the other sums are satisfied which are charged 
on the grand excise, by former orders of this Parliament* And the commis- 
sioners of excise, for the time being, are hereby impowered and required to 
satisfy and pay the same accordingly. And this order, together with the 
acquitance of the said Mrs. Lane, or her assigns, testifying the receipt thereof, 
shall be to the commissioners of excise a sufficient warrant and discharge." 

Chasles R. — To our right trusty and right well-heloved cousin and coun- 
sellor, Henry, Earl of Peterborrow, deputy to our right trusty and to right 
well-heloved cousin, Henry, Earl of Norwich, Earl Marshall of England, 
greeting:— We, calling to mind the great and signal service performed to us 
by John Lane, of Bentley, in the county of Stafford, deceased, in his 
ready concurring to the preservation of our royal person after the battle of 
Worcester; at which time contemning the threatenings published by the 
murtherers of our royal father, against any one who should conceal or assist 
us, and disdaining the rewards proposed to such as should be instrumental in 
the discovery and destruction of our person; and not valuing any hazard his 
family might run ; with the duty of an unspotted allegiance, did by his great 
prudence and fidelity so conduct us, that we were able at length to retire to 
places of safety beyond the seas ; have therefore, of our free will, and proper 
motion, ^ven and g^ranted unto the decendants lawfully issued from the body 
of the said John I^ane, this honourable remuneration, as a notable mark or 
badge of his constant fidelity; that is to say, henceforth, they shaU bear in 
augmentation to their paternal arms, three lyons passawb guardanty or in a 
Canton Gu. And our will and pleasure is, that you do require and command 
our servants, the kings and officers of arms, to marshal and set up in all 
proper places and upon all occasions, the paternal arms of the said John 
Lane, with the augmentation aforesaid. And that you also direct and re- 
quire the reg^ter of our college of arms to cause this our concession to be 
duly entered upon record in our said college. Given under our royal signet 

• OKyer'B Hist. Col. Church, Whpton. Append. L. 189. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



98 HISTORY AND ANTIQUITIES OP WALSALL. 

and sign manual, this 12th day of July, Anno 1677, and in the 29th year of 
our reign." 

By his Majesty*s command, 

J. WlLLIAMBOK. 

The following minute, bearing date 20 Julii, 1689, also appears in the 
Journals of the House of Commons:— 

<* A petition of the Lady Jane Lane, now Fisher, and of Thomas Lane, Esq. 
was read, setting forth that his late Majesty King Charles II, for the services 
done by them and their familes to the crown, was pleased to grant to the 
petitioner, the lady, a pension of 1,0002. per annum for life; and to the 
petitioner, Thomas, a pension of 5002. per annum for life also ; and praying, 
that in the bUl which is now passing, concerning their Majesty's revenue, 
the said yearly payment may be preserved to them. 

Ordered, that the said petition be referred to the consideration of the com- 
mittee of the whole house, to whom the bUl for settling the revenue is 
referred." 
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ANCIENT EECORDS, Ac* 

IXSMPTIOK or THS BUBGESSSB VBOM TOLLS-*— ANCIENT CODE OP 
LAWS — DECEKB OF JOHN ABTJNDEL, BISHOP OF LICHFIELD, 
TO THE " MAIOB AND HIS BEEDEEN," A.D. 1496 — THE EOYAL 
PAEK — BATAED AND HIS COLTB — QUEEN ELIZABETH'S OEANT, 
AND VISIT TO "WALSALL — SIB W. DIJGDALE, THE HISTOEIAN, 
AND THOMAS WOLLASTON, ESQ. — EXPENSES INGUEBED IN 
PEOOUBING .THE JIBST CHABTEB, <&C., &0., &C. 

By a strange, but still subsisting rule of law, the time of legal 
memory is declared to commence, or be coeval with the reign of 
Bichard I. a.d. 1189, and any custom or prescription which can 
be proved to have originated since that remote period, is considered 
to be within the " time of memory;" and on the other hand, what- 
ever has existed prior to that reign, is by intendment of law, im- 
memorial. Many of the ancient customs and privileges which 
Walsall enjoys, can be proved to have been granted by diflTerent 
kings, previous to that date; some are now either obsolete, or 
valueless; though, when bestowed, they were of considerable 
importance. 

The iron chest, at the Town-hall, contains many curious and 
ancient charters of this description. One which is dated the 1st 
Henry I. (1100), is a grant to the " men of Walsall" of exemption 

* Mnch of the Talaable inibrmation in thia division is from a very rare collection of 
•ntiqae docomeatB, published soiae yeans baok, and for whioh, as well as many encieat sad 
interesting manuscripts, the Author is indebted to W. H. Duignan, Esq. 

Note 2, on page 26, and Note 1, on page 28, respecting the " grinding of come at the 
]^d'8 Mills." refer \o this diTinoa of the work— *< Ancient Beoords "-the term Appendix 
there nsed, being an erratum. 

O 
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from payment of toll throughout England. That charter, after 
stating that by a custom long approved, the ''men of antient 
demesne," were exempt from such payment, declares that Walsall 
being " de antiquo dominico coroncB Anglim^^ (of ancient demesne 
of the crown of England), the men of that manor should be free 
therefrom. The city of Coventry claims a like exemption, granted 
in the time of Edward the Confessor, .by Leofrick, Earl of Mercia, 
husband of the famous Lady Q-odiva ; and it is more than probable 
that Walsall enjoyed the franchise at a much earlier period than 
the reign of Henry I. who gave the charter above referred to, as 
that instrument is. rather a confirmation and acknowledgment of 
previous rights than an original grant. 

In former days, when the chief business of the kingdom was 
transacted at periodical fairs and markets, and when all the mer- 
chandise as well as cattle brought thither for sale, were subject to a 
tax by the owners or grantees, of such fairs or markets, the ex- 
emption therefrom, and also from toll at ferries, bridges,. &c., 
(centuries before turnpike acts were introduced) was no ineon- 
fiiderable advantage to the persons so privileged. Within the 
present century, dealers in cattle who resided in the town, have 
been known to apply to the town clerk for certificates of their 
being burgesses of Walsall, which certificates duly countersigned by 
the Mayor, protected the owners from ^^ Theolonium^^ ^^Tohnium^^ 
or toll in all fairs and markets which they might attend. 

A story is told of a gentleman, (a native of Walsall), who when 
stopped some years ago by the gate-keeper of a bridge near Eton 
or IVindsoTj replied, with assured importance, that " he was exempt 
from toll, being a free burgess of the borough of Walsall ;" upon 
which, the man with a respectful bow, immediately allowed him to 
pass toll free.* 

From the anexed code of laws, "for the gode rule and govem- 
aunce of the towne of Walsall," made in the reign of Henry VI. 
(144*0), it would appear that the "Maior and his bredren" or 
the "XXIIII" (as they were pleased to style themselves), not only 
assumed great authority, but were ''wide awake" to the privileges 



• Originally fhis pririlege was exoloalTely oonflned to fhe capital ImrgeSBes, it howeTer 
in time became subject to abase, and is now obsolete. 
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of their (in those days) purely aristocratic order ; one fact at leadt 
is evident, they were not proof against the natural tendency of 
mankind to exempt themsehea from penalties which they are so 
ready to impoae on others. 

CODE OP LAWS. 

I. — ^First, we ordeyne and stablysshe all thies articles hereafter 
folowying, that is to say, after eny chosyng of eny Masters of the 
Gylde, that these articles shalbe rehersed in the counsell chamber 
before them which be so chosen for the tyme beynge to the en- 
tent that they shall not fayle to kepe and folowe the goode rule and 
govemaunce which be couteyned in the seyd ordynance, for the 
.welth and profy t of the seyd Q-ylde and in eschuying of such grete 
mysorder and inconvenyence as here of late hathe fortuned and 
^appenyd. And also in lykewise at eny Mychelmas Courte when 
the Mayer, Bayly, Constable, and Sergeaunt be chosen, alle the 
articles which conceru the good rule and governaunce of the 
,Boroughe, to be reheroed by the olde Mayer and his brethern, 
before and to the newe Mayer, Bayley, Constable and Sergeaunt, 
for the good contynuei^qe of gode rule and govemaunce of the 
Boroughe, to be had and used all the yere after. 

n. — ^Also it is ordeyn^d and stablyshed, that the Mayer, Masters 
of the Gylde, Constable and Sergeaunte shalbe openly swome 
upon a prymer or the holy Evangelist, to obserue, fulfil, and kepe 
these articles folowying; and in as moche as in them lyethe, to 
cause alle othyr of the Boroughe to kepe and obserue the same 
articles. 

III. — ^Also it is ordeynad, that the Mayer and the Officers above 
named, and also that the Mayer and Mayers, and Officers, that 
hereaft. shalbe, shall cau99 a comen semble to be had, and shall 
call before them alle the Burgesses of the Towne and Boroughe then 
and there, evy Burgess to be swome to obey the Mayer and Officers 
for tha tyme beyng, and ^hat hereafter shalbe, and for his parte, 
kepe the Statute of the same Towne and Boroughe ; and also shall 
geve his assistaunce to cause other to do in lyke man' of wise, and 
in alle man' causes concernynge the kinge's pease, honeste welth 
and profyt of the Churche and Boroughe, shall geve good and in- 
different counsell, and shalbe no part taker in eny cause agenfiU; 
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the welth of the sftme Towne, but wele and truly, egaily and in-* 
diffei^ntly to do, morov^ hjrm-selff to be redy at alle tymes to hia 
^wei*, to asBiste the Mayer, and alle other officers of the same 
Towne for the tyme beynge, for the meynteynance and prsvacifNi 
(preservation) of good rule, welth, and profyt of the same Towne 
and Churche. 

IV. Also it is ordeyned, that if eny of the sd Burgesses refuse 
the ordeynance of the articles next above written, that then he or 
they so refusying to forfeyt to the Burgesses-Box,* for his obstynacy, 
vi«. Yind. and if "hee do offend eft-sons, (again) then unmediatly to 
be discharged of his or theyer Burgessey or Burgessship and office 
if he bere'eny. And eny Burgess so offendyng shal forfyt to the 
Burges-Box for his obstynacy, vi«. ynid, to be leuyed (levied) by 
ihe Bayly of the Boroughe and hee to have thereof for his offyce- 
doynge (doing) iiii d. (4id.) and the same persone nev' aft. to be 
Burges ; but if he geve at his entre next to the Burges-Box xs. and 
then to be swome in man' and forme as is above-said. 

V. Also it is ordeyned and stablyshed, that if eny of the nomber 
of the XXmi brethem, that nowe be, or eny other that hereaft 
shalbe chosen to be of the company of the XXIIII of the sayd 
Towne of Walsall, that uppon suffycyent wamyng do not appere 
when they or any of them be requyred by the Mayer or Mayers 
for the tyme beynge, at eny day or hower assygned for the common 
welthe of the Towne, and also com not to the Grylde Halle by the 
thyrde knoUying of the common bell, with oute a resonable excuse ; 
pved (provided) that then any one so offendyng to lose xiid. for 
evr tyme, as oft as theye be founden defectyf, and it to be leuyed 
by the Bayly, of the Boroughe, at the comandement of the Mayer 
or Mayers for the tyme beyng and that to be put in to the Burges- 
Box, and the Bayly to have iiii(?. for doyng his office. 

VI. Also it is ordeyned, that if eny of the XXIIII that nowe 
be or hereaft shalbe, utter, shewe or disclose eny councel moved, 
had or spoken prively amongst them, for the comon welthe of the 
sayde Towne, if sufficient profe thereuppon be had, he to forfet to 



• Some years ago, in removing « portion of wainscoting in the Town-haU, an antique 
box of curious workmanship, and out out of a solid piece of wood, was disooyered. It was 
^abtlms, tiie " Borgesse's-Bos " to firequentiy mentioned in tiiis Oode. 
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the Burges^Boz iii«. iiiu^. and that to be leuyed hy the Bajlj, and 
he to haue iiii<^. for the leuyng of tiie same. And he that so of* 
fendithe to be put oute of the fellishipp of the XXIIII, and 
Counsel of the Towne, and nev^ aft. to be called as one of theym, 
but uppon a newe fyne to be sessed by the Mayer and brethem. 

VII. Also it is ordeyned, that if eny variaunce, debate, or dis- 
corde, be had by eny parsone or psones of the said company of the 
XXIIII, or betweene eny other of the said Towne of Walsall, that 
then they to abyde the ordnaunce, dome, and jugement of the 
sayd counsel and brethem, that haue no interest in the sayd mater 
of variaunce. And if they will not abyde the sayd ordnaunce as is 
before rehersed, eny one of theym, or he beyng in defaut, to forfet 
yi8, viiii?. to the Burges-Box, to be leuyed by the Bayly of the 
Boroughe, and he to have iiii<^. for doyng his office. 

YIII. Also it is ordeyned and stablyshed, that if eny man, man's 
son, servnt, or pmtyse (apprentice) within the Towne, dwellynge 
be founden at eny alehouse, or at eny prevey place, plaiying at eny 
unlawefull games, except in Cristemas, as dyce, tables, cardes, 
doke, tenys, foteball, or eny other lyke contrairie to the statute of 
this lande and ordnaunce of the same towne, then they that so be 
founden in defaute, to be taken and put in pryeon, and paye vid, 
for his fyne to the Box, for his defaute-makyng, that to be leuyed 
by the Bayly, and hee to have of them for his office-doyng, mid, 
prouyded allway, that eny of the XXIIII, or a/n honeste man in 
theyre company, may play at tables for an ob, ale, but not custum- 
ably. 

IX. Also it is ordeyned, that who soevr suffer eny dyce-player, 
or carder, tenys player, or other unlawefull gamer, to use unlawe- 
full games in theyr house, to lose for eny suche defaute vi«. viii J. 
according to the Statutes of this londe. 

X. Also it is ordeyned, that if any man's schi, servante, or 
prentyse, or any other comon sytter up, be taken in the strete, or 
at alehouse aft. ix of the dok, &om the fest of Saynt Myehell th' 
archangell, unto the fest of th'anunciacon of oure Ladye ; and aft. 
X of the clok from the ffest of th'anunciacon of oure Ladye unto 
the fest of Saynt MycheU, withoute a lefull excuse, they to be had 
to pryson ; and the Bayly to have far his office doyng of eny (me 
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80 taken, and able and snfficyent to pay nd. to the Burge8-Box« 
And if the party be insufficyent, then to remayne in ptyson durynge 
the Meyer's ples^ and his brethren. 

XI. AxBO it is ordeynedy that if eny man kepe eny at the fde 
or sportynge in theyre houses, aft. the bowers appoynted, to make 
a fyne, therfore, and to sessed by the Mayer. And if by ons or 
twyes wamyng, do not amend, then the same ale house to be put 
downe by the comandent of the Mayer and his brethren. 

XTT. Also it is ordeyned, that if eny person mysorder them in 
worde or dede, ayenst (against) the Stuarde, TJnderstuard, Mayer, 
Bayly, or other Officers, or ayenst any of the XXIIII, that then 
he that so offendith and mdsorderith hymself, and brekyth this or- 
dennce, shall obey the correctons of the Mayer and officers for the 
tyme beyng, and the XXIIII, or els to avoyd the Towne withyn 
yii dayes wamyng after suche offence, or defftute done and proved, 
uppon payne of xx«. and that to be levyed by the Bayly to the use 
of the Burgess-Box, taking mid. for his office.* 

Xin. Also it is ordeyned, that the Mayer of the Boroughe of 
Walsall for the tyme beyng, shall make and receyue Burgesses in 
his yere, accordyng to the olde custume : but eny man soe ad- 
mytted shalbe swome in lyke manor as is ordeyned in the iiii 
article of this Eoll. And uppon Seynt Clements-day, the said 
Mayer shall accompt before the newe Mayer and v or vi of his 
brethem, by hym to be appoynted, and before suche other of the 
brethem as wilbe there, as well of alle such Burgesses as the seyd 
olde Mayer hathe made and receyued in his year, as of all othyr 
causes concnyng his sayd office. And the olde Mayer at the said 
accompte, to paye his money for the sayd Burgesses, and alle other 
dueties to the newe Mayer, and then the same Burgesses to be re- 
gestered and sett in the newe Burgess Bolle for ev^* And the said 
money to be put in to the Burgess Box, and the Boxe to remayne 
and be put in the Tresure Gofer iyll the next accompte. 

XIY. Also it is ordeyned, that eny Burgess shall paye the one 
halfe of his fyne at his admyttence, and the other halff when the 
Mayer gooth oute of his office : but if eny Burgess be unpaid his 

* Thu tppMra nfher » wrere pimuhment for raoh an ofRsnoe. How would banishment 
Ibr 4iM>bedienoe to the kwal anthoiitlN be tdlented now a daya? 
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money, or eny pt. therof^ when the olde Mayer cbmyth to hii 
accompt and will not paye it then, that then they to be derely 
dyscharged of theyr admyttanoe, and nev aft. to be reoeuyed : bu( 
if hee ot they paye x«. for the fyne of the newe admyttanoe. 

OBDTVAHCi PFOB THE CHUECHE. 

* XV. Also it is ordeyned, stablyshed, and aggreed, that the 
Mteters of Saynt John's Gylde, the Mayer and Wardens, shall 
not make gift or graunt of eny donacion of eny Chantrey, nor lese 
or lettyng of eny Ijrvelode belongyng to the said Gyldes, withonte 
the assent of the XXTTTT, or the more part of the best and sadest 
(oldest) of thetn. And also that none of the XXIIII, nor none 
within the Towne and dwellyng, shall make eny labour or sute to 
eny of the patrons for eny donacon (donation) of eny of the said 
Chantrees withoute the assent and consent of the Masters of the 
Oylde, and the more part of the XXIIII. 

XVI. Also it is ordeyned that when eny of the said Chantres 
of eny or bothe Gyldes fallen voide, that then the Masters of the 
Oylde or Wardens shall uppon payne or forfeture of vi«. Ywid, 
immediately make instance seute and labour to the Patrons of the 
sayd servyse so fallying voide, that the sayd Patrons shall in the 
honour of G^d, sd. Lady, and Saynt John Baptist, to be so good 
Masters to the Towne of Walsall, as to admytte suche Priste or 
Pristes as be able in conyng of pryksonge,* to maynten, kepe, and 
upholde the queer, (choir) whereby Godd's suice (service) shalbe 
the bett"^ mayntened and kept, and also that they may be honest and 
weldisposed, and of good convsacion in bodely lyuyng, (living) 
and also that they be neyther disards (prattlers) ne carders, (card- 
players) 

, XVII. Also it is ordeyned, that yerely when eny Masters of 
the Gylde shalbe chosen aft. the Gylde fest, accordyng to the olde 
custome, that then the olde Masters of the Gylde shall by byll in- 
dented and triptite (of three parts) imediately aft. the said election, 
delyvr to the ne^e Masters alle the money, plate, jewels and evy- 
dences, and alle other stuff that belongeth to theyr kepyng, and to 
.the said Gylde so that it may be knowen with what thynge^ the 
.newe Masters shall be charged with at theyr incomyng, and at 

• Beading irrltten Mntlo, or Chanting from Notes. 
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thejT accompte makyng, aaid the one b jll to resnajne with the newe 
MiisterB, and other with th olde Maaten, and the III in Saynt 
John's Gofer. 

XV III. AxBo it is ordeyned, that the Chnrchewardens, both of 
the body of the Churche^ of our Ladye, Saynt Clement, Saynt 
Kateryn, and Saynt I^icholas, with alle other members, shall com 
to theyr accomptes, uppon Saynt Kateryn's-day, before the Mayor 
and V or vi of his brethem, by the said Mayer to be appoynted, 
and before such other of the brethem as will be there ; and if they 
or eny of them be not at the said Day, redy to make theyr ao^ 
comptes, then they that so be in defaute, to forfet vi*. viii J. to be 
leuyed as is before said, and to be put to the BurgesrBoxe. 

XIX. Also it is ordeyned, that the Mayer for the tyme beyng, 
shall truely calle uppon the old Mayer, with alle the Wardens 
above rehersed, and other Officers under them to make theyr ac- 
comptes before hym at the dayes above wrytten. And also he 
shall geve wamyng to v or vi of his said brethem, with other as 
it is aforesayd to be there at the said accomptes ; and if he be neg* 
ligent therein, and doe not accordyng to this ordennce, he to forfy t 
and paye to the Burges-Box, x«. and if the olde Mayer be not redy 
with his accompts at the sayd day, then he to forfyt and paye vi*. 
Yind, to the Burges-Box. And if eny defaute be in eny of the 
brethem that shalbe wamedby the Mayer to be there at any of 
the accomptes ; then eny of them proved in defaute, withe out re- 
Bonable excuse, shall forfyt iid» and it to be leuyed as is abouesayd. 

XX. Also it is ordeyned for the more suertye and saufgard of 
the tresure of the said Grylde, that therbe iiii keys of the tresor 
coffer belongyng to Saynt John, and that the Masters of the G-ylde 
shall haue one of the grete keyes in kepyng, the Mayer shall haue 
the kepyng of one of the lytel keyes, and in his absence, the Con- 
Btable and one of the sadest and weldesposed Prest of Saynt John's 
Q-ylde, that shalbe assigned by the Mayer and Masters of the 
G-ylde for the tyme being, to have the kepyng of the other small 
keye, to that nother one of thies psones, ne no other shall open 
the said Goffer, withe oute the consent and assent of alle the other. 
And also it is ordeyned, that the sayd iiii psones that be lymyted 
to the kepyng of the said iiii keyes, shall not open the same Gofer 
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withoate the psenoe of iiii or y, or mo of the most honest, brethem 
of thid said Gylde, bejnge of the XXIIII: and if this rule be 
broken, or if any of Seynt John's godes (goods) be imbesselled or 
stolen, in theyre de&ute, that then they to make restitucion, and 
it to be layde unto thejrre charge ; and if they broke this ordennce, 
to forfett X mares (67. IBs. 4id,) to Saynt John's Boxe. And that 
aUe theyre keyes be brought forthe at alle tymes when it shalbe 
thoughte necessary by the Masters of the Gylde and the Mayer. 

XXI, Also it is ordeyned and condescended by the aggrement 
of my Lord Barnes, Sir Eobt. Sheffeld Enyght, Bichard Litelton, 
and Boulond Hethe, of JBloxwiche, Patrons of iiii Ghantrees, be- 
longing to oure Ladye's Gylde, that for the more suertye and 
sau%ard of the tresour and euydence of that Gylde, that therby iii 
keyes of the Coffer, wher the tresour is, and the Masters of Seynt 
John's Gylde to haue the kepyng of the one keye, and the "Wardens 
of our Ladye is Gild to haue the kepyng of the nd keye, and one 
of the saddest prests of the same Gylde to haue the kepyng of the 
thirde keye ; and this ordennce to be kept in payne of x marcs, as 
it is rehersed before in the ordennce of the Gylde of Saynt John 
Baptyst. 

In the year 1496, John Arundel, then bishop of Lichfield and 
Coventry, by a decree or confirmation under the Episcopal Seal of 
the Diocese, — directed to the Mayor of "Walsall and his brethren, 
in honour of the holy and undivided Trinity, the beloved Mary 
and all Saints, and for the advantage of "Walsall Church, &c., — 
declares " that they (the Maior and his bredren) shal kepe ther 
drynkynges iiii tymes id the yere ; and hee that is absent at ony 
of those drynkynges, to forfett a pounde of waxe, to bume for the 
light of the chapell of Saynte Kateryn in the sayd churche. Item 
the "Wardens shall cause the Priste to geve monycon (monition) 
bothe in the churche of "Walsall, and in the chapell of Bloxwyche, 
iv dayes before every drynkynge, imder the like forfett of a pounde 
of waxe to the sayd altar."* Thus the hierarchy in those days made 
even the festivities of the " Maior and his bredren," subservient to 
the interests of the altar. 



• This curions and ancient document is written partly in Latin and partly in EngUili, 
and is one of the earlieit in wtaioh mention ia made of the Mayor, 

P 
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The same curious *^ ordeynance " of Bishop Arundel, direets th^ 
Wardens to make a true " accompt " before the Mayor yearly, ofl 
Saint Clement's day, (23 November) which may stiU be considered 
the rent day of the Corporation. 

THE BOTAL VkSOL 

A EGYAL FABK ouco skirtcd the western side of the town, few 
traces however of its existence now remain, except the name of 
"Park Parm," and "Park Brook;" the latter of which separates th0 
parish from the liberty of Bentley, In the time of Henry THE 
this park abounded in deer and timber.. The forest laws at that 
period, though considerably relaxed, (deer killing being at one time 
punishable with death) were nevertheless very severe, and deer 
stealing was looked upon as a very heinous offence. A Lord of 
iParliament might on his way thither kill one of the king's deer, 
but he was obliged previously to blow his horn thrice to give the 
forester notice. !Prom the following amusing document, (which 
affords curious evidence of the degree of social order attained 
by the town three centuries ago, and the mle therein estab- 
lished by the local authorities at that period), it would appear that 
the Lords of Walsall, or the " Mayor and his bredren," were 
not very scrupulous in helping themselves to the king's venison 
whenever they felt so disposed. The record is thus endorsed : — ■- 

"the EPrECT OP THE BILL ITSf STABBE OHAMBEB AGAYirSTB 
BAYABD AOT) HIS COLTS.'* 

"In the 16th year© of Kinge Henry the 8th his raigne, one Rohert 
Hacton, Sqnire, one of the groomes of the kinge's chamber, preferred a 
bill into the Starre Chamber agaynst one Richard Hopkyns, Richard 
Bingley, and Nich Woodward, of Walsale; wherein hee shewed that 
\rhereas hee being possessed of the King's Manor at Walsale for his lytb, 
by virtue of the Kinge's Letters Patent They three being wilftd and 
obstinate persons, having wrongfully withelde from him, and so had don 
along time from the kinge, divers parcells of Land, and divers yearely 
Rents, Custumes and Servises, payinge nothinge therefor to the Kinge, ne to 
hym the Patentee and Fermor of the sayd Manor, and doe say and affirm, 
that they bee free; and have cutt down great Timber Trees in Walsale Parkd. 
That they and other misdemened persones have hunted as well by nighte as 
by day in the Parke, and killed divers of the Kinge's Deere ; wherewith hee, 
the sayd Robert Hacton, not being contented, hath often required them to 
forbeare, and required them. to paye the yearely Custumes, Rentes, and 
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Services which belonged to theyre tenures, or els he wunld noe longer fiitiSer 
them in theyre evyl doinges, but would complain to the King. Whereupon 
the sayd Hopkyns, Bingley, and Woodward, openly sayd to the sayd Robert 
Hacton, that if he would not suffer them to doe as they had done in times' 
past, ihey would raise Bayard of WaUade wUh his thousand Colts, and sett and 
appoint foure hundred men to revenge their quarrels upon him; and that 
they yjould ring Bayard^s BeU^* so that all the Towne of Walsale should ans^ 
forthwith by the means thereof, whether the matter were right or wronge. 
And shewed that the Inhabitants of the sayd Towne were light persons, sud- 
denly moved to affrays and insurrections, (as was well known) ; and the 
rather because Bayard and his thousand Colts being greeU dubhes^f and have 
bin of louge time sett and hanged. upp on highe in the Tovm HaU of WindsaU; 
and there beene taken and reputed in as much honour and worshipp as they 
were saincts in the Chuitohe ; and bee at certain times in the yeare solemnly 
pome about the Towne in grec^ reverence; which thing to bee suffered is 
a great abomination, and the worst example for the mayntenance of evyl 
rule within the sayd Towne that can be devised. And for that the sayd evyl 
and disordered persones intend to be borne and meyntained in theyre un- 
gracious actes and quarrells by them dayUe done, they have a certaine Boxe 
called Bayard's Boxe,| in the which be grayte sums of money purposely for 
the same Boxe gathered, to meyntaine theyre evyl doings and demeanours 
in the premises, &c." Then sheweth that "they three and eight others 
more ryotously assembled & forcibly entered into a mill, parcell of the sayd 
•Manor, &c. And desired subpoenas agaynst Hopkins, Bingley, and Woodward, 
And a commission to be directed to certain worshipful persones, as well as to 
enquire of certain ryotts lately commytted within the sayd Towne of Walsale, 
|)y the ringynge of Bayard's Bell, by the sayd Bingley, Hopkins, Woodward, 
and other evyl disposed persones, upon one John Cootes and John Stanley, 
Esquires, of the county of Stafford, which they do intend to meyntaine by 
the custome belonginge to Bayard and his Colts, &c.; and also for the with- 
draweinge his yearly rents, customes, and servises, bondmen, and the 
' wioi^gful occupyings of the £inge's lands, parcell of the said Manor, and of 
the sayd waste, huntinge, and of all other artycles and matters in the Bill 
specifyed ; with all other causes and matters that shall be shewed and alledged 
for ye Einge before the said Commissioners." 

It would seem that Queen Elizabeth was either ignorant of, or 
had forgotten the conduct of the men of "Walsall to her royal father, 
.as her munificence to the town proved greater than any former or 
subsequent benefactor. In one of her recorded "Progresses' ' through 
her dominions in the months of June and July, 1586, she appears 

• Vide Code of Laws, Section V. 

f These daba were formerly carried before the Mayor on proclaiming fairs, &c. They 
are still preserved in the Guild HaU,— vide page 37^ 

* The " Burgesses Box " so frequently mentioned in the Code of Laws. 
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to have honoured WalsaQ with her royal presence ; and from facts 
on record, it is evident that the " Chevalier Bayard," and his 
" thousand Colts," must have made a very favourable impression on 
the heart of the '^Virgin Queen," so as to have induced her to re- 
grant to the town the manor and estates of Bascot and Long Etching- 
ton, in Warwickshire.* Shaw (as already stated in page 84i of 
this work) affirms that there is no authority for the Queen's visit 
to Walsall, but tradition. Hamper also, in his ''Life and 
Correspondence of Sir William Dugdale," observing from Sir 
William's diary, that Henrietta Maria, Queen of Charles the I, 
was at Walsall on the 8th July, 1643, and connecting that 
circumstance with the tradition alluded to, infers, that ** the name 
of the ' Virgin Queen ' had been evidently mistaken for that of 
Henrietta Maria." Both versions however are incorrect. This is 
sufficiently substantiated by the &ct, that the grant of the estates, 
before mentioned, and still preserved amongst the archives in the 
town chest, not only bears her seal, but concludes thus — " Tstte 
me ifsa aptid Wtdshall ; tertio decimo die JuUi Anno regui nostri 
vieenimo actanoy (Witnessed by me myself at Walsall this 
thirtieth day of July in the twenty-eighth year of our reign). 
No doubt, therefore, can exist with respect to both Elizabeth and 
Henrietta having visited the town of WalsaU. 

The annexed interesting letter,t from Sir William Dugdale, 
Garter Principal King of Arms, to Mr. Thomas Wollaston, of 
Walsall, (written whilst Sir William was engaged in his invaluable 
" History of Warwickshire)," shows from what source he obtained 
much of his information respecting the manor of Baecot, the 
succession of which he traced from the conquest. 

For my worthy firiend, 

Mr. Thomas Wollaston, 
Sir, At his house, in WalshalL 

Tour kinde Ire. (letter) dated 29th Non., by weh yon had bin pleased to 
give me answere to the particular queres concerning the mannour of Bascotte, 
that I sent to my brother Huntbache to entrete your resolution in, came to 
me but yesterday, else would I have sooner returned my thanks to you for 
the favour herein vouchsafed. 

• Tide ffiatory of Molealy*! Dole, under the head of ** Inquiry hito the Charitiet." 
i This letter was published for the first time in 1831 ; the original was then in the 
library of a gentleman of this town. 
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' And now, forasmuch as yon have given me this light, in letting me know 
that Sir Baph Rochford graonted it to Thomas Seyyill : I shall intreat yoa to 
informe me whether you have any eyidence to discoyer how it came to Roch- 
ford from the Crowne ; for I can trace downe the succession of it even from 
the conquest till 18 £dw. II. that it escheated to the Kinge by the attaynder 
of Peter de Limesay, who was in the rebellion with Thomas Earle of 
Lancaster. 

This Sir Raphe Rochford was possessed of Arley in this Gonntie, and soe 
was Sir John Rochford who was his father I thinke, and Arley did likewise 
belonge to the sayde Peter de Limesay, and was his ancestors foralonge 
time before. 

I am very sorry your antient writings concerning this mannour or any 
thing else were soe spoyled ; it hath bin the fate of many men's evidences in 
the late tnrmoyles, the more pittye. 

Sir, I beseech you when you answer this letter, be pleased to adde the dayes 
of the date, as well as the yeares of the Kinge in those severaU conveyances, 
viz., from Sir Raphe Rochford to Seyvill, from Thomas Lee to Thomas 
Molesley, and from Thomas Molesley to the towne of Walshall. 

I have somethinge ezpressinge that Thomas Molesley was of Moxhall in 
this county e, if soe sure it was by mariage with a widow of one of the Lisles, 
but of this I am not very confident, neither is it materiall whither he was or 
not, perhaps Moxhall was mistaken for WalshaH> but certaynely he and 
Henry Flaxhall founded a Chantrye at Walshall, for I have taken notice from 
the record itselfe, whereby certaine landes were graunted from the Crowne 
yt belonged thereto, in which it is expressly sayd to be of l^eir foundation, 
but it beinge out of this Gountye, I am not concem'd to looke liter it. 

Sir, I pray you pardon this my boldnesse with you, and when 70U shall 
think me in a condition to serve you any way, you shall finde none more 
ready then 

Tour assured friend, 

And Servant, 
Blythhall, near Golshill, William Duqdali. 

12th Dec. 1650. 

STATEKSHT OF BXPEV8E8 DTCUBBED DT PBOCUSDrO THE FIB8T 
CHAETEB OF THE OORFOSATIOH OF WALSALL. 

In submitting a copy of this antient and interesting mann- 
ficript entitled "Chargs about ouie Corporation;" a few preliminary 
comments may not prove unserviceable : — 

It will be observed that the expenses of procunng the Charter 
were incurred in the month of June, 1627, (3 Charles I), and the 
Charter itself bears date 20 July following. 

The four persons who went to London to obtain the Charter 
may be collected from the names in the account, yiz., Bichard 
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Stone, Henry Stone (his son), Joseph Clarkson, and one Curtejs or 
Kobert Stone. These men, at that period, being all of property 
and influence in Walsall. Henry Stone and Eichard Stone are 
mentioned as two of the first "Capital Burgesses " in the Charter. 
The payments in the account for searching in Chancery for 
Langthome, and for William Parker's will, has reference to John 
Parker's Charity by will, 3 August, 1620, as to SI. payable out of 
the manor of Langthome, in the county of York, for preaching 
annually 16 Sermons, four in Walsall, four in Rushall, and eight 
in Bloxwich ; and also as to William Parker's will, 24 May, 1618, 
by which he gave to the " Merchant Tailors' Company " 400/. to 
purchase lands, &c., to pay 201, a year to the minister of Bloxwich 
Chapel. 

^'CUABaEB ABOUT OUBE €N>BFORACON." £ 8. d. 

.Spente in going to London, 4 of vs (us) ... ... ... zxx 

To mr. walste for his CoonciU ... ... ... .. xx 

To his man for wryting ottre artycles in pap. (paper) ... ... v 

To mr. wakeringe for his advyse and direcion 2 seyrall tymes xx 

To 2 Soryrens for Ingrossing oore artycles in pchmt 2 seyerall ) ... 

tymes for the kynge ... ... ... ... j 

To my lo. keeps (Lord keeper's) secretare for exhibitinge oure ) 

petlcon and gettinge vs an annsweare ... ... J 

To his man to remeber his wde ... ... ... ... ii vi 

Payd for a Statute booke ... ... ... ... vii ii 

.{for another booke, viz. the paper Booke basted ... ... i iv 

To the Scryven for makinge our bonde to mr. Rbt. Stone and ) 

mr. Caike ... ... ... ... ... j ^ 

To mr. Allison for Drawinge the king's Attorney his answears \ 

to the kinge ... ... ... ... ... j 

Payd for a Sugar lofe for mrs. Lacy ... ... ... xviii vi 

flfor another for mrs. Berrington ... .. ... ... xvi vi 

gave her Children and Svants when the kings hand was gotten vi 

To mr. Wigmore for drawinge oure booke extraordynarie and 1 

for expedicon ... ... ... ... ... j ^ 

To his man to make spede to Ingrosse itt ... ... ... vi 

Payd for the hyre of 2 horses to the courts for mr. Berrington 1 ... . 

andmr. Thacker ... ... ... ... ... / *" ^^ 

To mr. Attorney for allowinge oure Artycles and for his paynes x 
To his Secretare and mr. Wismore for Drawinge and Ingrossinge 1 ^^ 

oure booke being XC sheetes att 28. a sheete ... / 

To the dore kep. for his ffee ... ... ... ... xx 

To mr. Berrington uppon oure agreemt to pcure the kinge's"! 



warrant to mr. Attorney and his hande, 3 sevrall tymes 

Carried Forward ... xlviiixix iv 
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Brought Forward ... 



ffor Ingrossinge our booke for the Signett, being 3 tymes of pymt 

Ifor the lyke for the pryvy seale 

ifor the feed of the Signett for 3 skynnes of pchmt, att 3Z. a skynne 

ffor the lyke for the pryvy seale 

To my Lo. pryvy seale, viz., my Lo. of IForcester, his Secretare i 

for expedicon for the Signett and pryvy seale ... i 

^o the Clarks of the Chamber for theire fees 
To the King's pryncypall Secritarie, viz : my Lo. Conwey, his I 

man when ne got the king's hande ... ... .. j 

To Councill for prestinge (presenting) oure booke after itt was 

drawen and after itt was Ingrossed ... 
Left att london to dy scharge the greate Seale . . 
Payd for searchinge in the Chancery for Langthome and for mr. 

Wm. pkrs. (Parkers) Yidll in the prgatyve courts 
Spente in wyne and dyners att sevrall tymes to mr. Delves, mr. 

Berrington and others to further oure suyte 
To Curteys for hyiinge mr. Rich. Stones horse ... 
ffor 2 leather baggs 

ffor lynsy stockings and socks for mr. h. Stone ... 
ffor coton broges for him ... 
ffor mr. h. Stones horse and pvender in london 
ffor Jo. Clarkson's horse there 
Bpente by h. Stone when he came home... 
Oure ohargs for oure dyett whylst we laye in london ... 
Payd for oure washinge and to the poore in london 
ffor oure 2 horses pvender and hay ... 
Gave the chamblyns, ostlers, and mayds att Bisoms Inne 
ffor shewinge oure horses ... 
iSpente by vs 2 (us two) from london home 

Total ... 



£ 8. 
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WALSALL 



1" 



ISSDOWVSST OF WALSALL VidASAGE.* 
PATED 1248. 
THE APPBOPELA.TION OP THE SAID GHVBOH ANI> 
THE SETTLING OE THE TIOABAGE, BY BOGEB, 
BISHOP OF COVENTBY AND LICHEIELI)." 

To ALL the faithful in Christ to whom this present writing shall 
come, Eoger, by the Grace of Q-od, Bishop of Coventry and Licl^ 
field, and Bichard, Treasurer of Lichfield, eternal health in the 
Lord. Know all or tou, that when Henry by the Grace of 

* The original iB written in Latin, on a small piece of parchment, and endorsed 
** ImpropriatJLQ Yioarin ecclesise de Waleshale et ordinatio Vioariie/' 
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Ood, the niuBtrions King of England, gave to the Abbot and Con- 
vent of Halesowen, the patronage.of the Church of "Walsall, (which 
church of the aforeshown order his £a.ther had founded, wishing 
that the fruits of the church should be yielded to the use of the 
aforesaid,) the same abbot and convent gave themselveB up 
to our decree with regard to the aforesaid church and its appur- 
tenances which is more fully set forth in their letters patent above 
made. We, XHEBEfOBE, — ^approving the pious disposition in the 
Lord, of our Lord the King, desiring also the advancement of the 
said religious persons, to whom on account of the conflux of 
strangers, (as it is reported), sufficient opportunity is not afforded 
at being present at the Divine hymns, and out of reverence of the 
same Lord the King, and at his desire, and with the consent of 
the Chapter of Lichfield, — have decreed that, when tho Master 
Vincent, Eector of the Church of Walsall, shall have given up or 
yielded to him, then the said abbot and convent may have the said 
Church of "Walsall, with its appurtenances and fruits, to convert 
them to their proper use, thirteen marks (SI. 13«. 4i.) being re- 
served to the vicarage, to be paid to the vicar from certain incomes 
of the church, by faithful and discreet persons, deputed by the 
bishop for. this purpose, who shall also divide the area and buildings 
of the church between the aforesaid religious persons and the 
vicar, as they in consideration .may think fit. The vicab for 
the time being shall pay the accustomed burthens and dues to 
the bishop and the archdeacon. But, for the support of the accus- 
tomed burdens and services due to them from the chapels of the 
church of Walsall, to wit, of Wednesbury and Eushall,* the same 
vicar shall have (besides the thirteen marks above given to him,) 
all the revenues of the above chapels, except the sheaves of 
com ; which revenues, if they shall not be sufficient to bear the 
service and burdens of the aforesaid chapels, according to the afore- 
shown form, the vicar shall be provided by the above written men 
from other income of the church, together with those revenues 
from whence he may be able honestly to bear the same burdens 
and services in the above-named chapels. But the said abbot and 



• It ia quite cheax from tliia» tliat the old parish church of Wednesbnry, and also the 
parish ehuroh of BushAll were originaUy sabordlnate to the church at Walnll. 
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vicar shall bear the other burdens according to their respectiye 
proportions. Provided, nevertheless, the abbot and cbnvent so 
mentioned shall pay annually to the church at Lichfield six marks 
(4Z.) which we have decreed at the petition of the aforesaid abbot 
and convent, for their peaceable possession of the aforesaid church, 
over which the church of Lichfield sometimes claimed a right out 
of the aforesaid six marks. We have decreed sixty shillings for 
the support of the repairs of the church of Lichfield, the remainder 
to the twenty vicars, who are deputed alternately, every year, ac- 
cording as the custom is, to celebrate the mass of the blessed 
Virgin ; the above-mentioned money to be given to them by the* 
chaplain of the blessed Virgin, to whom the twenty shillings ought 
then to be paid ; but the sixty shillings to him who is deputed to 
take care of the fabric, at the under written periods, so that three 
marks be paid at Lichfield upon the feast of Saint Michael, and the 
three remaining upon the feast of the annunciation of our Lord. 
The above-mentioned abbot of Halesowen (for the time being) 
shall swear that he will faithfully pay the aforesaid six marks at 
the above written periods. But it shall not be lawful for the Dean 
and Chapter of Lichfield to convert the said money to any other 
than the above-mentioned use. In witness to and for the con- 
firmation of these presents and premises, we have given effect to 
these pages by our seals, and by the seals of the Dean and Chapter 
of Lichfield find Coventry, and of the abbot and convent of Hales* 
owen. In testimony of their assent, be it however reserved to the 
church of Coventry and Lichfield the pontifical and parochial au- 
thority done at Lichfield, the day after the blessed Thomas the 
Martyr, in the year of our Lord one thousand two hundred and 
forty-eight." 

The following curious document was copied by Shaw, from the 
original, in the British Museum. 

"OBUTDDrO OF COSNE AT THE LOBD'S MULE," A.D. 1896. 

"CONCERNIKO THE OBINDINO OF CORVE, BV 
THE INHABITANTS OP WAL8HALE, AT THE 
LORD'S HILLS, 19 RICHARD U. (1396). 

'* MiVD that Thomas, earle of Warwick, lord of Walshale, the xixth of 
Kyng Richard the Seconde, sends his servants and counselonrs, Thoznaa 
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Knightt paraoa of the church of HansUpe, sorveiour of the Icmds of thesayd 
earle ; John Hugford and William Spemors, squyerea, to his towne and lord- 
ship of Walshale, for the oversyght and good governance of the sayd towne 
and lordship. And there at that tyme on Jenkyn Cole, fermonr of my sayd 
lorde's mylle in Walshale, yeald the portmylle, complaynde to my sayd lorde's 
consel, that the burgesses of the burgh of Walshale, wolde not grynde at my 
sayd lorde's mylne, as hit was there decrete and how they caryde there come 
to Ruysshale mylne, and to oder dyvers mylnes in the centre, and grond 
there come and malte from my sayd lorde's mylnes, to the gret prejudice and 
hurt to the sayd Jenkyn, sole fermour of my sayd lorde's mylne, whereof he 
preyeth remedye ; the whiche matyere and complaynt wel conseyvde and un- 
derstondon by my sayd lorde's consels, they sende for all the burgeses of the 
sayd burgh of Walshale, to come before them, and answere to the com- 
playnt above rehersede. Of the whiche matyere my sayd lordes consel 
examynede the sayd tenentes and burgesses, as well severally as generally ; 
and there the sayd consel of my lord of Warrewyk, fondon by th^ others of 
XII men of the sayd tenenantes and burges, and also by feyr evidence in 
Wryting that was shewede, that the sayd burges of Walshale be at there 
fredom to grynde where they lyste, and to carye there come and malt, or do 
hit to be cariode to what mylne that hym best lyste that owneth the sayd 
come or malt ; and upon thys mattyere thus foundon, my sayd lordes consel 
cald before hem the sayd Jenkyn Cole, fermour of my sayd lordes mylnes, 
and bede hym, and conselode hym, that he shulde fryndon hym before wyth 
the burgeses of Walshale, and that he shulde gete him a conynge mylner, 
and serve trewely my lordes tenantes ; and in syche manor trete hem, that he 
myghte have ther gode wylles ; and by syche menes drawe to hym the gryst 
of the sayd towne of Walshale, for they oughte not to compelle hem to grynde 
at my sayd lorde's mylne in Walshale, for hit ys at bore owne fredom to 
grynde where hem lyste." 

Thomas Beauchamp, earl of Warwick, the lord named in the 
above document; his son, Thomas, and grandson, Eichard (all 
earls of "Warwick and lords of Walsall) were interrd in St. Mary's, 
Warwick. 

The most remarkable one of this family was Henry Beauchamp, 
earl of Warwick, whose extraordinary skill and bravery secured 
the crown for Edward IV. (1461), and afterwards, (not however 
without just cause of offence) released the imbecile Henry from 
captivity, and re-established him on his throne (1470). A parlia- 
ment was called, which confirmed Henry's title with great solem- 
nity, and Warwick was himself received among the people under 
.the title of the " King-maker." 
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Comines who, was sent to Calais to the Duke of Burgundy, to 
treat with Vanclere (deputy governor there, under "Warwick) 
reports " He was so popular that every one wore his badge ; " 
no man esteeming himself gallant, whose head was not adorned 
with his ragged staff; insomuch as Vanclere himself wore a jewel 
in his hat, wherein was a black ragged staff embroidered with 
gold." The earl's extraordinary hospitality is thus recorded by 
Stowe, "At his house in "Warwick-lane, London, were lodged 
600 men, all in red jackets, embroidered with ragged staves before 
and behind, and six oxen were usually eaten at breakfast, apd 
every tavern was full of his meat, for who that had any acquaint- 
ance in his family, should have as much sodden and roast as he 
might carry on a long dagger.* 

WABBANT QBAKTED AT THE SESSIONS, NOVEMBER 1636, 
AQAINST DIVEBS PEBSONS FOB NOT ATTENDING OHTJBOH. 



(From the Original), 

<*T0 THE CONSTABLE AND O^BCHEWASDENS OF WALSALL BOBOUOHE.^ 

" These are to will and require you, and in his Majesties name, to charge 
and command you that you levie of the several! psons undernamed, the several! 
sums of money imposed upon them for their severa!! offences after mentioned, 
in wliich they are sevendiy convicted before us at ye sessions held at Wallsail, 
the eighth day of Noveml)er, 1636. Griven under our hands and«ea!es ye 
tenth day of ye sayd November, Anno Ante dictam. 

s. d« 
of Richard Stone, I<orymore,t for liis absence from Churche Three 

Sabboath Dayes together ... ... ... ... iil "^ 

of Agnes Stone, ye wife of Richard Stone, for ye lilte ... iii . 

of Rol)ert Bord, for ye lilte ... ... ... ... ... iii 

of Jolm A!!an, for ye like ... ... ... ... iii 

of Edward Brookes, for ye like ... ... . « . ... iii 

of Nicholas Sheppard, for ye like ... ... ... iii 

of liaphe Robinson, als. {alias) Hickles, for ye like ... ... iii 

of Jolm Morley, for ye like ... ... ... ... iii 

of Jeane Morley, widowe, for ye like ... ... ... iii 

of Edward Hollmer, for ye like ... ... ... ... iii 

of John Blackham, for ye like ... ... ... ... iii 

of Richard Darbie, for ye like ... ... ... ... iii 

* Stowe's Survey of London, edit. 1603, p. 88. 
LoTimer, or bridle bit maker. 
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■:. *• 
of John Berkgon, for ye like ... .. ... ... iii 

of Nicholas Hopkins, als. Gateley, for ye like ... ... iU 

of John Clemson, for ye like .. ... ... ... iii 

of William Madeley, for ye like, on Sunday ye sixth of Not. 1636 ii 

And if any of ye psons ah3vesayd shall refuse or neglect to 
pay their severall forfeitares, and yon can find noe distres whereon 
to levie the same, that then you or the constable shall comit ye 
psons so refusin^f or not handing goods whereon to leyie ye said 
forfeitures into any of his majesties gaols of ye burrowe and 
fforren of Walisall, there to remaine untill they shall have made 
payment of their sayd Beverall forfeitures, and this shall be your 
sufBcient warrant therin. 
of Richard Stokes, shooemaker, for selling ale whout lycence, 

contrary to the Laws ... /., ... ... ... xx 

of Alice Jones for y« like ... ... ... ... xx 

of Gaorge Clarkson, for suffering divers psons to continue tipling 
and drinkinge in his house, in evening prayer time on the 
Sabbath Day ... ... ... ... ... ... x 

of John Smith, of ye Windmill field gate, for suffering Mr. William 
Mountfort, Robert Gurteys, senr.. and John Curteys, and 
Robert Curteys, junr. to continue drinkinge in his house on 
ye Sabbath D.iy in evening prayer time ... ... x 

And for want of a distres whereon to levie the sayd forfeitures, 
you, the constable, shall comit them to ye gaole, there to remain 
untill they have made payment thereof 
.of Mr William Mountfort, for drinking in ye house of the said 

John Smyth, on ye Sabbath Day in the time of evening prayer iii iiii 

of Robert Curteys for ye like ... ... ... ... iii iiii 

of John Curteys for ye like ... ... ... ... iii iiii 

of Robert Curteys for ye like ... ... ... ... iii iiii 

And if they or any of them shall refuse to pay their severall 
forfeitures of iiis iiud a piece, and that you can find noe distres 
nor person to levie the same ; that then you, > e constable, shall 
sett je psons so refusing, or not handing goods whereon to levie 
ye sayd forfeitures, in ye Stockes, there to remaine by the space 
of foure hours. 

And if you shall take any distres of any of ye psons before 
named, if whin five days after ye takeing thereof, they shall not 
pay y^ forfeitnres imposed upon them, then you shall presently 
apprise and sell ye same, and deliver ye surplusages to ye ptie 
(party) of whome ye sayd distres was taken. 

And all ye moneys levyed by you for ye premises is to be em- 
ployed for the use of ye poore of the parishe of Walisall." 
Tho. WoLLASTOw, Maiar. William Webb. 

JOBK Btrchk, Beearder, 
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ICANDATBS ISST7ED B7 THE ATTTHOBITISS DTTBZNa THE 
PLAQXTES, in 1637 and 1665. 



(From the Original), 

*^T0 THE 00M8TABLB OP WALL8ALL BURROWE." 

»* Whereas the infection of the plague is dispersed into divers parts of this 
kingdome, by reason whereof it is verie dangeroas to p mit strange passengers 
to stay or abide in our Towne these are therefore to require you that 
imedyath'e you appoint foure sufficient housekeepers to ward every day, (till 
you shall have directions to surcease), who shall ward either in their owne 
p sons, or place some other able men in their tumes, such as you in your dis- 
cretion shall approve of, who shall stand at every end of the Towne to keepe 
out all such strangers as shall not bring a certificate that they come from noe 
infected places. And that you charge the sayd warders that they shall 
not suffer any suche stranger to stay in the Towne, as they will answare for 
their remissions at their p ill (peril). And if any whome you shall appoint 
shalbe refractarie and refuse to ward, or shalbe negligent in their places, that 
you give us notice of their names & prese fexpress) their offence ; and we 
have ordered that their good behaviour shall be granted against them ; hereof 
you may not faile, as you will answare for your neglect at your p ill Given 
under our hands at Wallsall Boroughe, the seventeenth day of June, Anno 
Dom. 1637. 

And farther that you wame all the Innkeepers, Alehousekeepers, and Vic- 
tualers, within your constablewick, that they doe not nor shall receive any 
suche stranger into their houses, withoute y« like certificate, as they will 
avoyd the penaltie of beinge bound to thei* good behaviour and suppression 
for victnallinge or sellinge ale any longer." 

Tho Wollastoh, Maior^ 

Henrtb Stone, 

William Webb. 

In the memorable year of 1665 — whea the great plague broke 
out in London, and raged so fearfully that nearly 70,000 persons 
were swept off by its ravages* — an order of a similar nature to the 
foregoing (and of which the annexed is a copy) was issued by the 
local authorities, who appear to have adopted the most precau- 
tionary measures for the preservation of the town during that 
calamitous period. 

**WALSALL, I AH ORDER OF THE MAYOR AND JUSTICES OP THE PEACE OP THB 
26 AUG. 1665 I BURROUOH AND FFORREN OP WALSALL.^' 

'* >/Vhereas wee apprehend the greate ganger of the carriers going to and 
Tetoming from London, having found by sad experience that for their owne 

• The year following was ako terribly distingniflhed by the great Are in the city, which 
deftroyed no fewer than 89 churches and 13,000 houses. 
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private advantage, (bavin g at present double and treble tbe pay for carrilige 
than they had formerly), have not refused to bring down both persons and 
goods to their owne knowledge out of infected parishes and places, to the en- 
dangering not only of themselves and families, but of the whole towne and 
countrey. And also being induced hereunto by tha late danger wee werQ in 
by the death of a young man, (wtch is not yet over).* That if it please god 
to prevent oure feares, it shd not only lay an obligation of thankfnlnes for 
oure ,greate deliverance, but ingage us for the future to use oure utmost 
diligence and endeavours for prevention of the like danger, doe hereby orde^ 
in manner and forme following^ that is to say, 

1. That if any carrier shall for the future desperately adventure to travell 
to London untill it shall please God upon the removeall or good abatement of 
the sicknes wee may goe wth lesse danger and more safety ; and shall pre* 
sume to come home to his owne house at Walsall, that his house shall be 
shutt upp for the space of one month at the least. 

2. That noe inhabitant presume to enterteine any such carrier or their 
servants into their houses or companies by the space of one month after their 
retome from London, or receve any goods or wares brought downe by them 
before the same have been aired by the space of one month at the least, upon 
the payne of having their house shutt up, and to be otherwayes p ceeded 
against as dangerous persons & contemners of Authority. 

3. That noe inhabitant within the liberties of the burrough and fforren 
aforesaid, shall hereafter presume to enterteyno anye passengers braught by 
the carriers or otherwise, only ife they make it appeare by legall testimony 
that they have been out of the Citty and subburbs of London by the space of 
one month at the least, and untill they may receve them with more safety 
upon the like payne. 

4. Lastly, that all inhabitants, householders within the liberties of the sayd 
burrough and fforren, doe watch and ward with either their owne persons, or 
others that shall be approved of by the constables, at suche times and places 
as the constables shall appointe. And that the warders continue in their 
ward untill the watch come to relieve them at night, and the watchers con • 
tinue their watch untill the warders come to relieve them in the morning, 
,upon payne of every one being found negligent in any of the premises, to be 
bound to their good behaviour^ 

RiCHASD Blackbam, MaioT, 
John Sacnsom, 
William Smith. 

• "The death of a young man, (wtch is not yet over)." This prhraseology bears a 
striking analogy to an " Irish BtiU ;" as, however, Bulls of the same genns are not unfire- 
^qnently met with in this conntry-^even in the town of " Walsall in England "—it may be 
eafely eonclnded that the "Maior and his brethcm," who issued the above "Bull," were 
WalsaUians ; or, at all events, Anglo-Saxons, and not Hiberaians, as might otherwise be 
reasonably inferred. 
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The following iteuas, extracted from a constable's account, for 
the year ending October, 1662, will doubtless be read in the present 
day with some interest. 

'^THE ACCOUNT OF HENBYE WOOD, CONST BE OF WALSALL BOBBOUGH, MADE THE 
TWENTYE-FOUBTH OF NOYEMBEB, OF WHAT HEE HATH D1SBUB8T FOB THB 
TOWNE, FBOM OCTOBEB, 1661, UNTILL OCTOBEB, 1662." 

£ s. d. 

00 00 oa 

00 00 OS 
00 01 06 
00 06 00 
00 06 08 
00 11 06 
02 08 00 
00 02 00 
00 06 00 
00 03 00 
00 01 00 
00 00 06 
00 01 02 
00 02 00 
00 02 00 

do 01 oo 

00 07 06 
00 05 00 
00 00 04 
00 00 10 
00 10 00 
00 01 04 



'^ ffor sending of a hew and cry to Bushall 

ffor sending of a hew and crj to Barre ... 

Gave to a man and his wife and six children, that came with a passe 

hire of a horse six days to Stafford, when I went in with the soiddiers 

ffor charges of him for hay and oates 

ffor my owne charges there 

paid to the souldiers for there pay for eight dayes 

ffor carrying of there armes 

ffor four pound of gunpowder and a halfe 

paid to the muster master 

paid for the keeping of Jane Llddiat a day & night 

ffor getting the cuck stoole* out of ye towne brooke 

ffor remoYcing the stockes out of the crosse ... 

paid for makeing the assesment bookes ... 

paid for charges at the assessing of ym 

ffor a horse to goe to lichfield for ye signeing of ym 

paid to 45 clubmen y^ walked y® fisdr... 

paid to six warders 

ffor keeping of a child at Stafford 

ffor my horse at Shelfield, and my charges 

paid to ye high constable for maimed souldiers 

paid to frances « » « for clips for ye pounde 

paid for a pound and a halfo of gunpowder, that was shot away 

upon ye kinge's holy day ... ... ... ... 00 02 00 

paid to a messenger to fetch ye coronour to sit upon mason's child, 

and sending his warrant abroad ... ... ... 00 01 04 

ffor a horse too dayes and a night, and his charges ... ... 00 03 00 

ffor a horse too days more, when I went to give in a presentment 

at Stafford, of those that had been actually in arms against 

his majestye ... ... ... ... ... ... 00 02 00 

ffor charges for him those too days and a night for hay and oats 00 01 09 
ffor my owne dyett and expenses there" ... ... ... 00 03 06 

&c. &c. 

* ** Cucking Stool," which in the Saxon language signifies scolding stool, was an engine 
for punishing scolds, and refractory women. It was also called a '* tumbrel," or " tre 
bucket." Any woiman convicted of being a " common scold," was placed thereon, and 
afterwards plunged into the water ; henoe lt_wfle funiliarly termed the *• ducking stooL" 
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YIOABS OW WAXJSALL. 

The earliest Ticar's signature in the parish register, is that of 
William Waed, 1571. 

The next of which there is any record, was the Eev. Thomas 
Byrdall, M.A., who died in April, 1662. He was the author of 
two works ; one called a " Glimpse of God," and the other a 
volume of eighteen sermons, preached in "Walsall church. The 
first was published in 1665, three years after his decease, by the> 
Eev. W. Gearing, and was dedicated to Sir Thomas and lady 
Wilbraham. In this dedication it is stated that Mr. Byrdall was 
presented to the living by Sir Eichard Wilbraham, grandfather to 
Sip Thomas. The volume of sermons, — dedicated in like manner, 
— appeared in 1666, and had prefixed, a funeral discourse, by the 
Eev. Anthony Burgees, minister of Sutton Coldfield. It is pre- 
sumed that he was inducted before the troubles, and that when 
the Liturgy was abolished, he laid it aside, and took the covenant. 
Whether he re-assumed the Common Prayer after May, 1660, is 
not known, but his death happening four months previous to the 
Act of uniformity, would have prevented his being ejected for 
non-conformity had he persisted its observance. He was succeeded 
by the Eev. Eichabd Bourit, 1662. 

The Eev. John Moss, vicar in 1708, died A.n. 1733, and was in- 
terred in the north chancel. His successor was the Eev. Eobebt 
Felton, who was inducted March 16, 1751 — 2. He departed this 
life in 1769, and was buried near the vestry, at the entrance of the 
south west wall — a marble tablet was erected to his memory, 
bearing the following inscription : — 

Near this place lie the remains of 

Bohert Felton, vicar of this parish near six and 

thirty years, bom and educated at Newport, in 

the county of Salop, from whence he went to 

Oxford, and was some time a commoner of 

Magdalene haU, where he took a bachelor's 

degree ; from thence he retired into Shropshire, 

where he was sent for by the right honourable Mary, 

Countess of Bradford, who generously gave him 

this living, without his knowledge or application. 

Ob. 29 April, MDCOLxiz, aetat 64. 
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The next in saeoessioii wks the Bey. John Babvaxx, who di^d, 
1789, and was entombed in a vault in the cemetery. After him, came 
the Eev. J. S. Euttbb. Then followed, in 1796, the Eev. Jotesr 
Dabwall, son of the former vicar. He was succeeded by the Bev. 
P. Pbatt, who expired 10 Sep., 1822, sincerely and universally re- 
gretted by all denominations. The following account of his ftm£Q*al 
is from the diary of a gentleman who knew him well, and was one 
amongst the many who joined in the mournful procession, which to 
this day,, he is unable to recall without dropping a tear of deepest 
sorrow. 

** The corpse was proceeded from the vicarage by the beadle, 
Bergeant-at*mace and members of the corporation in their robes, 
six clergymen, and nearly one hundred of the principal inhabitants, 
all attired in deep mourning, with silk hatbands and gloves (pro- 
vided at their own expense). The coffiin, resting on a bier and 
covered with a pall, was borne by eight bearers, and supported by 
six relatives of the deceased. The body was taken into the church, 
which was densely crowded on the occasion, and service was read 
in the most affecting manner by the Bev. Joseph Harling, (curate). 
It was then interred underneath the south east porch. No death 
in Walsall ever excited more general sympathy, not only on account 
of the virtues of the deceased, but his distressed £EuniLy. The 
gentlemen attending the, funeral, afterwards adjourned into the 
chancel, and there most dieerMLy subscribed for the benefit of 
the bereaved widow and orphans, £340 and upwards, to their 
everlasting honor, humanity, and benevolence." 

Next in rotation, were the Bevds. John Baron and G. Fisk, 
who were succeeded by the present highly and deservedly re- 
spected vicar, the Bev. J. H. Shabwoop, 



XAT0B8 BLECTED OS THX JEAffl OF ST. MICHAEL THE ABGHAH0EL, 
UHDEB THE CHABTE& OF CHS. l8t, (29 SEFTB). 

1636...Thoma8 'WoUaston 
1665...Richard Blackham 
1691...John Perks 



1740...Thoinas Bradnook 
1741...8uiiiiel Gorhett 
1742...Martin Pashley 
1743...1^iU]am Haslewood 



1744...Charleg Steward. 
1745...Thoinas NichoUs 
1746...Thomas Bradnock 
1747^..Sainuel Gorbett 
1748...GharIes Steward 
1749. ..Joseph Bpnrrier 
1750..»Johii Coulson 
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1761...0aoiiiel Gorbett 

l752...Thoiiia8 KichoUs. 

1763. ..Samuel Ck>rbett 

1754...Charles Steward 

1755... Samuel Short 

1766.. .Thomas Bradnock 

1757. ..Samuel Short 

1758...John Wilflon 

1759...Samuel Short 

1760.. .John Wilson 

1761.. .John Bradnock 

1762. ..Richard Palmer 

1763...Thomas Huxlej 

1764... John Bradnock 

1765...Richard Palmer 

1766.. .John Taylor 

1767...Rev. Robert Felton (Vicar) 

1768...Thoma8 Huxley 

1769... John Taylor 

1770... John Bradnock 

1771...Richard Palmer 

1772...John Taylor 

1773.. .John Stubbs 

1774... Joseph Spurrier 

1775.. .Thomas Farmer 

1776...Edward Holmes 

1777...John Smith 

1778... William Elwell, Jun. 

1779...Stephett Barber 

1780.. .John Farmer 

1781. ..John Palmer 

1782. ..Charles Forster 

1783...John Stubbs 

1784... Rev. John Simpson Butter 

1785... Benjamin Mold 

1786...Charles Windle 

1787...William ElweU, Jun. 

l788...John Stubbs 

1789...V^iiliam Kendrick 

1790...Thomas Farmer 

1791 ..Rev. John Simpson Ruttei 

1792... James Adams 



1793... WillMiD Adams 
1794...Deykin Hemming 
1795...William Hipkins 
1796... Thomas Oldham Chinner 
1797... Richard Adams 
1798... William Adams 
1799...John Stubbs 
1800...Gharles Forster 
1801... James Adams 
1802...Walter Spurrier 
1803.. .Charles Adams* 
1804.. .John Stubbs 
1805.. .Richard Adams 
1806. . .James Adams 
1807. ..Walter Spurrier 
1808...Jo8eph Curtis 
1809.. .Thomas Scott 
1810...William Walton 
1811. ..Samuel Wilson 
1812... James Adams 
1813...Samuel Sharratt 
1814.. .Charles Henry Darwall 
1816...John Wood 
1816.. .Samuel Fletcher 
181 7... John Adams 
1818...Charles Smith Forster 
1819...Charles Windle 
1820...William Marshall 
1821.. .John Forster 
1822... Richard Rutter 
1823... Henry Christopher "Vf indie 
1824.. .Samuel Fletcher 
1825... Charles Henry Darwall 
1826 ..John Heeley 
1827. ..Richard Rutter 
1828... Charles Smith Forster 
1829.. .Samuel Sharratt 
1830...John Heeley 
1831. ..Thomas Dickinson 
1832... James Russell 
1833...Charles Windle 
1834...Charle6 Forster CotterilL 
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X«y«TC Sleeted iind 



r tbe ^'HvMieipal RefevM Aet^» 
of 1835. 



DAT OF ELECTION, THE 9tH EOTSUBER. 



1836, NoT...Charle8 Foreter Cot- 


1844 Nov. 


..John Hyatt Harvey* 




terill, who resigned 


1845 


July. 


..Henry Box, (elected 




in April, and wa9 






in the room of Mr. 




succeeded by Rich- 






Harvey, deceased) 




ard Jaines, for the 


1846 Nov. 


.Henry Box 




remainder of the 


1846 


»» 


Frederick Thurston 




year. 


1847 


IT 


Ditto (re-elected) 


1836 , 


, Joseph Cowley 


1848 




Samuel Stephens 


1837 , 


, Ditto, (re-elected) 


1849 




William Harrison 


1838 , 


, William Dixon 


1860 




John Shannon 


1839 , 


, John Whitgreave 


1861 




Henry Highway 


1840 , 


, Ditto (re-elected) 


1862 




Samuel Ijowo 


1841 , 


, Thomas Oerton 


1863 




Ditto (re-elected) 


1842 , 


, Arthur Adams 


1854 




Francis B. Oerton 


1843 , 


, Howard Fletcher 


1855 


>} 


Ditto (re-elected) 



TOWN OLEBKS. 

1600...Mark Anthony, Cesar Gal- | 1778...Thomas Hodgkins 



liardillo 
1684.. .Joseph Gorway 
1702...Jonas Slaney 
1723...Matthew Stubbs 
1746..,Richard NeviU 
1758...Roger Holmes 



1807... Joseph Stubbs 
1829...George Bradnock Stubbs f 
1834... Charles Frederick Darwall 
1835...Wimam Cotterill| 
1848... Samuel Wilkinson, Jun. 



BECOADEES. 



1636... John Byrch, Esq. 

1661... Edward Byrch, Esq. 

— !— Bobert Aglionby Slaney, 

Esq., of Hatton, near 

Shiffhall 
1757...11ioma8 Gilbert, Esq., of 

Colton, near Cheadle 



— «- WilHam Beard, Esq., of 
Newcastle - under-Lyne, 
a Welsh Judge 

1789...Charles Wallet WilliSjEsq. 
of Erdington, near Bir- 
mingham, Barristers- 
Law 



• Kr. Harvey was found drowned in Hatbcrton Lake, in the summer o^ lS4ft>>Tide 
iwge 56. 

^ The body corporate passed a unanimons vote of thanks to this gentleman on his retire-, 
ment from office, and presented him with a massive gold box, on which waa inscribed :^ 
" Presented to George Bradnock Stabbs, Esq., by the members of the corporation of Walssll, 
(from a private subscription) as a mark of their high respect for his services as Town Oerk, 
1S86.V 

t W. Cotterill was alsp the first Coroner for the Borough; an office established under 
the Municipal Beform Act. He was succeeded by the present Coroner, A, A. Fletcher, ISsq, 
> Surgeon. 
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17d4...Nathafn6lGoodiii^CI«rke, I lSto...Nft«uu!elBioliardCaaike, 



Esq., K. C, Brown's 
Green, HandBworth. 



Esq f Seijeant-ai-Law, 
tbe present Recorder, 
and Judge of the Conntj 
CJourt. 



GEAHD 8TAHD, OH TRX BAGS CfOimSE. 

LEXBE OF Tm MUJD AHD LAND. 

The lease of the road and land— *oontaiiiing one hundred and 
sixty five square yards, and granted by Lord Brttdford, at the no- 
minal yearly rental of one shilling — was for a term of ninety-nine 
years, commencing 25tb March, 1809. It appears, however, by 
the annexed deed, not to have been perfected until after the erection 
of the building. 

*iTHia Ihdknture, made the 7th day of October, in the yearof onr Lord 
1811, between the Right Hon. Orlando, Lord Bradford, Baron Bradford, of 
Braidford, in the county of Salop, of the one part, and Henry Crocket, of Little 
Onn Hall, in the county of Stafford, Esq , Nathaniel Oooding Clarke, of 
Handsworth, in the said county of Stafford, Esq., John Walhouse, of Atherton, 
in the said county of Stafford, Esq., John Clements Whateley, of Biroh-hHls, 
in the parish of Walsall, in the said county of Stafford, Esq., James Adams, 
gentleman, John Stuhbs, hanker, John Yanghan Barber, gentleman, all of 
"Walsall aforesaid, and Joseph Stuhbs, of the parish of Handsworth aforesaid, 
gentleman, of the other part. Whereas the said Henry Crocket, Nathaniel 
Oooding Clarke, John Walhouse, John Clements Whateley, James Adams, 
John Stubhs, John Yaughan Barber, and Josephh Stuhbs, together with 
divers other persons, by subscriptioii, at thei): joint expense, have erected and 
completed, upon the peoe or pMcel of land intended to be hereby demised, 
a certain building, or stand for the accommodation of the company atl3enc(ing 
the horse races, which are accustomed to.be holden at Walsall, in the county 
of Stafford ; and whereat the . said Orlando Lord Bradford hath cx>nsented 
and agreed to grant a lease of the said piece or parcel of land, and building, 
to the said Henry Crocket, &c., &c., &c.-«The lease is signed and sealed 

Bbadfobd. 

In the presence of Beu^bt Lawlet, of Hiddleton Park, Tamworthy and 
Henbt BowicAN, of Enockin Hall, near Oswestry, Shropshire. 

WALSALL FATBOLE fOB THS FBOTECTION 07 FBOFEKTT. 

In the winter of 1811, it was found recessary to establish a 

patrole. The parish was divided into six districts, in each of which 

was provided a watch house. The expense of firing, lanterns, 

rattles, staves, <&c. was defrayed by the constable out of the ^poor's 
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liste. Everf inhabitont was bound to keep watch in his fom, at 
find a substitute ; and the patrole for the night were obliged to 
assemble at the Ouild-hall, previous to taking their respectivo 
diBtricts, by half-past ten o'clock. 

In the printed code of regulations, for the guidance of the 
patrole in the performance of their duty, appear these, 

" Thb Watch is to be set by the constable, and their power is as follows:— 
i^tery stnmg«r passing by them shall be arrested till morning, and if he does 
not appear to be a snspieions person, he shall be discharged; otherwise, he 
Shall be delivered to the sherriff , who shall keep him till ho is duly acquitted; 
and where any person will not ohey the arrest, he shall be followed with hue 
and cry by idl the to^, and the towns near; and so hue and cry shall be 
made fix)m town to town, until he be taken and deHvered to the sheriff as 
aforesaid." 13 Edw. I, st. 2, c. 4. 

*' If a watchman shall be killed in endeavouring to apprehend a burglar, his 
executors shall be entitled to £40 reward." 5 Anne 31, s. 2. 

Interestinir Trial of an ilppeal air^^inst a Poor's Rate^ 

AT THE GENERAL QUARTEB SESSIONS OF THE PEACE, HELD FOB THE BOROUGH 

AND FOREIGN OF WALSALL, AT THE GUILDHALL, ON THE IOtH JANUABT, 1813; 

BEFORE JAMES ADAMS, ESQ., MATOR; N. G. CLARKE, ESQ., RECORDER; CHARLES 

F0R8TER AND SAMUEL WII^ON, BSQB., JUSTI0E8 OF THB PEACE. 

The trial of this appeal took place in consequence of an attempt 
;nade by the foreign of Walsall against the borough of Walsall, to 
rate the inhabitants of the borough for such lands as they occupied 
as resident payers to the borough. Prom time immemorial a usage 
had prevailed in the parish, to rate all persons for what lands they 
occupied, to the township in which they resided ; so that if a person 
renting land and residing in the borough, and paying for the sup- 
port of the poor therein, removed into the foreign, and still occu- 
pied the same land, he had in like manner to contribute to the 
support of the poor of the foreign, and vice versa. 

Some months previous to the trial of appeal, a notice was served 
on the overseers of the Borougb, by the officers of the Foreign, of 
which the following is a copy : — 

*^ We hereby give you notice not to collect, or interfere in the collection of 
the poor's rate, or assessment made on any inhabitant, or occupier of lands, 
houses, tithes, or other property, within or rateable to the foreign of Walsall, 
in the county of Stafford, such oolleciion or interference by you being con^* 
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trarj to law. Dated this 30tb day of April, one-thmuand-eiglit-liandxed and 
twelve." • 

Joseph Habbisov, Churchwarden. 

jZ &h'8, } ^•**" Of Ae foreign of WabaO. 

This notice brought forth another, from the churchwardens mi 
overseers of the borough, viz : — , 

" TO THB PATEBS OF FOOB'S BATES, BESIDBNT IS THE BOBOUOH OF WALSALL.'^ 

'* Gentlemen, — In consequence of a notice (of which the above is a copy) 
from the churchwardens and overseers of the foreign of Walsall, delivered to 
the overseers of the borough of WaUall, you are requested, should any demand 
be made by any of the above -stated foreign officers, for poor rates, upon you, 
^ a resident occupier in the borough, to refuse payment of such demand : and 
you are also requested to meet the churchwardens and overseers at the 
Quildhall, on Friday next, the 8th day of May inst., at eleven o'clock in the 
forenoon, to take into consideration the most effectual means of preserving 
those rights which the borough has exercised for time immemorial." 

siiSEL^'sHrir^,} ^-^«-^ 

Samuel Fletcheb, ) ^^,^,^ 
Joseph Cottebill, } ^^^'^'"^'*' 

fiy order of the churchwardens and overseers, 

Thomas Peabcb^ Vestry Clerk, 
Walsall Borough, 2 May, 1812. 

Mr. W. Spurrier of Birmingham, and Mr. C. H. Darwall of 
Walsall, having been retained as the attomies, on behalf of the 
borough residents rated to the foreign ; notices of appeal against 
the rate were given by William Poster and E. M. Fletcher (who 
had been previously summoned before the magistrates for their 
poor-rates) as well as by other persons rated. Counsel were abo 
retained on both sides — counsellors Beader and Pearson for the 
appellants, and Puller and Petitt for the ^spondents. 

The appeals were respited from time to time to suit the con- 
venience of counsel, till the 16 day of January, 1818, when William 
Poster's appeal was heard, and occupied the court about nine 
hours. 

John Green, the clerk of Bloxwich chapel was the first witness 
called by the respondents. He endeavoured to point out a distinct 
line of boundary between the boroagh and foreign^ by wfaieb part 
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of Bri4ge*street was thrown into the foreign. Witness stated that 
he had derived his knowledge of the boundary from conversation 
with the late William Hodgetts, of Bloxwich, but admitted that 
Hodgetts had never shown him the boundary by going over the 
ground ; that nothing on the subject had ever been committed to 
writing ; that he had never gone (what he termed) the boundary? 
till the summer of 1812; and further, that he then went ac- 
cording to the verbal information he had received from Hodgetts, 
and for the purpose of showing the boundary as it appeared on a 
map or plan produced upon the trial by the respondents. 

Other witnesses were also examined, chiefly old men, and though 
some of them spoke to particular parts being considered the 
boundary, not one, but the witness G^reen, pretended to describe 
the whole ; in general, their belief was, that no known line of 
boundary existed. Edward Stanley, a witness for the foreign, 
gave evidence quite contradictory to that adduced by G-reen. He 
said that he remembered the land in Bridge-street, before the road 
was made, (part of which was described by Green, as the boundary) 
and that when he (Stanley) first knew it, there was not any road 
or line of demarcation in the direction so described* 

Several witnesses were called on the part of the appellants, all 
of whom were unanimous in their declarations, that there was no 
known line of boundary between the borough and foreign. It was 
proved that the land in question had been occupied by borough 
residents, and had uniformly paid to the borough as far back as 
the levy books could be produced, (which was for the year 1754,) 
excepting only, that Bichard Holmes, during three months of his 
occupation of the same, resided in the parish of Bushall, and for 
that time be was rated and paid to the foreign. 

After hearing the whole of the evidence, and the argument 
of counsel on both sides, the court quashed the rate, being of 
opinion, (as the learned Becorder stated) that the respondents had 
entirely failed in their attempt to seB a line of boimdary between 
the borough and foreign ; and although the court considered that 
the land in question was proved to be locally situated within the 
foreign, yet, as they considered the custom or practice, which had 
bMH flcted upon beyond liijng. n^^nory, of. persons pagriag. for 
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vhaterer they occupied, to the township in whidi they lerided, to 
have been the agreement or condition made on the diyision of the 
parish, under the 12th Charles 11. The court held that the parties 
must be bound hj that agreement, or reyert to the provisions id 
the 43rd Elizabeth, and on these grounds the rate was quashed. 

The case was subsequently argued in the court of King's Bench, 
23 June, 1813, when the order of sessions was reversed ; the cus- 
tom of rating resident occupiers being declared illegal. The 
question however was not finally settled till the following hearing 
in 1818. 

^THB KOX^ AaUKSZ THE IirHABtTAHTS 03? THE PABI8H Of WAIiBALL 
DT THE FIFTX-KIKTB: TBAB OP OSOBGKB HI." 



(Mrm Bamwatt and Alderton^s Law Seports). 

PmiEB, in Easter term, (1818) had obtained a rule to show 
cause why an order of appointment of four persons to be ovwrseeris 
of the parish of Walsall, in the county of Stafford, should not be 
quashed for insufficiency. It appeared from the affidavits in sup- 
port of the rule, that the parish of 'Walsall consisted of twO 
districts, one called the township of the harough^ and the other the 
township of the foreign^ both of which, as far back ds the 13 and 14 
Charles 11., c. 12, had separately maintained their own poor ; that 
they had had separate rates, accounts, and workhouses, and separate 
appointments of overseers, constable, and headborough j that there 
had been parish indentures, executed by the officers of the foreign, 
so far back as 1689 ; certificates of settlements given by the 
borough to the foreign, as fSar back as 1700 ; and orders of removal 
from the borough to the foreign, and vice versd, and appeals thereon, 
as fiur back as 1744, and as kte as 1815. The affidavits on the 
other side, stated that prior to the statute already quoted, 
the parish of Walsall received the benefit of the 43 Eliz., c. 2, 
and that the poor of the borough and foreign were maintained 
by a general rate over the whole parish ; that on tiie passing of 
the said statute, it was agreed ihat the borough and foreign should 
separate in the maintenance of their poor, and that separate 
-orerseerB should be appointed, upon axodition, that the cateaUe 
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property in the parish, whether situate in the borough or the 
foreign, should be rated to the relief of the poor of that district, in 
which the occupier resided. Thej also stated, that both townships 
had been incorporated by the name of the borough and foreign of 
Walsall, and that the jurisdiction of the magistrates extended over 
the whole parish ; that there was but one parish church for both, 
which was repaired by a joint rate ; that a rate of one shilHug in 
the pound, averaged in the borough 125Z., and in the foreign 4007.; 
that in the last year, there Were thirty-two rates in the former, 
and eleven in the latter ;* and that the parish now could have the 
benefit of the 43 Eliz., by the joint maintenance of their poor ; 
that by so doing, a considerable expense would be saved, and the 
poor would be more comfortably provided for. It appeared that 
on a previous appeal against the poor's rate for the borough, argued 
in the court of Eong's Bench, in 1813, the latter part of the agree- 
ment, stated in the affidavits, was held to be invalid; and it 
was in consequence of this, that the joint appointment of overseers 
for the whole parish now in question, was made. 

Jervis and W. E. Taunton showed cause. — " The statement in the 
affidavits in support of this rule, which is admitted to be correct, 
viz., that separate overseers, rates, &c., have existed since the 13 
Had 14 Charles II., both in the borough and the foreign, is not 
decisive of the present question, for those existed in the case of 
Mex V. Palmer, and in Lane v. Oohham, and yet the court sustained 
an appointment of overseers for the whole parish, and refused a 
mandamus to appoint separate overseers for the different districts. 
It is not stated, in any of those affidavits, that the parish cannot 
now reap the benefit of the statute of Eliz., and the affidavits on 
the other side distinctly state that the parish can do so. And it 
appears, from the facts admitted on both sides, that the parish, 
during the interval between the 43 Eliz. and 13 and 14 Charles 11., 
did reap the benefit of the former statute, by maintaining their 
poor jointly. [Bayley, — * There is the fallacy of the argument, 
the parish, during that interval, did reap some, but not the full 
benefit of the statute.'] Supposing, that the agreement stated. 



• It should be rememjbered Uiat property at tliis period ivm rated at about two-thirds 
its annual yalue. 
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affords evidence of the inconvenience felt by the joint maintenance 
of the poor at that time, stiQ, that does not fall within the defi- 
nition given by Buller, in Bex v. Sorton, — ^for he there says, 
'' What is meant by the benefit of the statute of Eliz. is, that 
the parish may maintain its own poor as a parish; for unless 
it can do so as such, it cannot have the benefit of the statute." 
Now, that has been done, in this case, by the parish of Walsall. 
In Bex V. Ifewelly it was held, that where two districts contributed 
in certain proportions, each to the maintenance of the poor in the 
other, and had immemonaUy made separate rates, still they were 
not entitled to maintain their poor separately. The principle of 
that case applies to the present, for here, by the agreement, the 
property in each district, has contributed to the relief of the poor 
in the other; and it can make no difference whether the pro- 
portions were fixed, as in Bex v. Newell^ or fluctuating, as in the 
present case." 

Marryat and Puller, contra were stopped by the court. . Losd 
Ghxee Justice Abbot. — " The court is now called upon to unite 
two townships, which, as far back as human memory can go, have 
been in all respects separate and distiuct, and, indeed, the docu- 
mentary evidence stated in the affidavits carries the separation back 
for a century and a half. Every circumstance that could possibly 
exist to show that these were distinct townships for all purposes is 
found in the present case. The fair result of the whole evidence 
is this, that at the time of the passing of the 13 and 14 Charles II., 
two distinct opinions were entertained by the inhabitants of this 
parish. The first of which was, that they could not reap the benefit 
of the 43 Eliz. ; and the second, that property should be rated to 
the poor in the township where the occupier resided. On the 
latter point, their opinion has changed, and they think that the 
property ought now to be rated according to the rules of law. 
But this does not show that they were wrong in the former opinion, 
that the parish could not reap the benefit of 43 Eliz., for the two 
parts of the agreement are perfectly distinct. I think, therefore, 
that this case furnishes satisfactory evidence, that the parish could 
not, and cannot reap the benefit of the statute, and that this ap- 
pointment of overseers for the whole parish is bad." 
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Batlbt — "lam of the same opinion. The court' ought not, 
except on the plainest grounds, to disturb a practice which has 
prevailed for so long a series of years. The case of Bex v. Fahner 
only decided that where a parish has, with the consent of all its 
districts, re-united itself; that re-union is valid in law. But this 
is an attempt to recede from the agreement to separate without 
the consent of both parties. The meaning of the words " benefit 
of the ^tatute of 43 Eliz." is " the full and ordinary benefit of that 
statute," and if a parish cannot receive that full aud ordinary 
benefit, it comes within the stat. 13 and 14 Charles 11. Kow 
where, in point of fact, a parish has long been separated,' and has 
had separate overseers, &c., that is surely very strong evidence to 
show that it could not originally derive the fdU and ordinary bene- 
fit of the 43 Eliz. As to the agreement, 1 fully concur with my 
Lord Chief Justice, that it consists of two distinct parts, and that 
any alteration as to one part will not effect the other. 1 think, 
therefore, that this rule should be made absolute." Eule absolute. 

THE OLD ICABKET-HOXTSE AND CBOSS. 

The first market-house in Walsall, of which there is any record, 
was erected 31 Elizabeth (1588). This was taken down and re- 
built by the corporation, in 1691, in the mayoralty of John Perks. 
It occupied a space at the head of High-street, extending from the 
premises of Mr. Dutton, watch and clock manufacturer, to those 
of Mr. Overton, grocer. Here stood the old maeket cboss, and 
not on the site lately occupied by the small market-house erected 
in 1809, as line 14, on page L6, might possibly lead the reader to 

suppose. 

THE OOBPOBATION SEAL. 

The original Latin inscription on the Corporation Seal, described 
in page 10, is '^ sgm maiobis & oomttstitatis yille dki begs db 
WAiSAliB." i,e, — " Sigillum Mqforis et communitatis vill(B domini 
regis de WaUalV Q^he literal translation of which is, " The seal 
of the Mayor and Commonalty of the town of our Lord the Eing 
(or Eoyal Town) of Walsall, and not borough aad foreign as it has 
been more frequently translated. 

APFEV9IX TO "ESCAPE OP CHABLES IL" 

The foUowing additional details of this adventure, have been 
collected from one of Pepy's manuscripts, entitled "An account of 
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his Majesty's escape from Woroesto, dictated bj i^e king himself;'* 
and an interesting little norratiTe, published in the year of the 
Sestoration, under the title of '' Boscobel." 

<' Major CarelesB told me (GharleB) that it would be yery dangeiooB for me 
either to stop, in the house,* or to go into the wood, there being a great irood 
hard by Bosoohel; that he knew bat one way how to pass the next day, and 
that was, to get up into a great oak, in a pretty plain place, where we might 
see round about us, for the enemy would certainly search at the wood, for 
people that had made their escape. Of which proposition I ap^rofing, we 
(that is to say Careless and I) went, and carried up with us some victuals. 
Viz., bread, cheese, and small beer, and nothing else, and got up into a great 
oak, that had been lopt three or four hundred years before, and being grown 
put again veiy bushy and thick, could not be seen through, and here we 
stood all the day ; I having in the mean time sent Psndebell's brother to 
Mb. Pitchceopt (Whitgreave), to know whether my Lord Wilmot was there 
or no, and had word brought me by him at night, that my Lord toas there . 
that there was a very secure hiding hole in Mr. Pitchcroft*s house; and that 
he desired me to come thither to him. That night Richabd FsHDEBBCLiuid 
J went to Mr. Fitchcroft's, about six or seven miles off."t 

When the king was at Fitchcroft's, it devolved upon William 
PBiimsBSLXi to shave his Majesty; on which occasion, he also 
cropped his hair as short as the scissors would shear it, taking 
care, however, to leave just sufficient length about the ears, to 
jender him as much like a roundhead as possible, and in accordance 
with the fashion of the humbler classes in the county. The king 
enjoined his trusty subject to bum the locks, lest a discovery 
should ensue; but William, (with a singular degree of foresight), 
instead of obeying this mandate, buried the hair, aod when the 
good time came round, (as recorded by Blount), " with parts of it 

• The house here referred to was called the "White Ladies," aboat thvee qaarteni of a 
mile from Boscobel, and belonged to one Fitsherbert. The king was oondooted hither by 
Ok4X£bb GmroBP, Esq., (a person of note, to whom ha was recommended by the Earl of 
Derby, who afterwards paid the penalty of hia loyalty with bis W), and one Fiuarczs 
Taxbs, (a foUower of the Squire Giffard), who acted as guide. Yates was brother-in-law to 
the FendereOs. of whom there were six brothers, who all appear to have been more or less 
privy to the king's oonceahnent, but chiefly Biohaso and William, The former was known 
by the name of "Trusty Biohard." Some of the brothers were afterwards taken into the 
royal service. Hiwihxbt, (described ae a miller^ and who lent the king^ when at ** White 
Ladies," his hat, "which was turned np on all sides)," was footman to the quetn, it 
Somerset House, in the year 1680. 

t Charles, afterwards, when jocosely '* fighting his battlee o'er again," among his gay 
'OompaQums, used to say that the rustling of Richard's oalve-ekin breeohea, was the best 
guide for him during that dark night's walk. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



HISTORY AND ANTIQUITIES OF WALSALL. 135 

he pleasured some persons of honour.'' By all accounts, William 
had many applicants, but however numerous were his customers, 
he always managed by some means or other to have a sufficient 
stock to satisfy the demand. The royal hair, like the " Wizard's 
Bottle," was inexhaustible, being no sooner cut than it grew again. 
No doubt the " Gfreat Wizard of the North " would be able to 
throw some light upon this mystery. 

Prom the numerous engravings of Eichard and William 
Penderell, noticed by Ghranger, under the head of " Persons re- 
markable for a single circumstance in their lives," it would appear 
that they were very popular characters, and well known in London. 
Bichard died there, and was interred in the church of St. Giles-in- 
the-Pields, where a monument — ^bearing the annexed inscription, 
and singularly bombastic verse — ^was erected to his memory : — 

" Here lieth the body of Richabd Pendebell, preserver and conductor to 
his sacred Majesty Euro Ghables of Great Britam, after his escape from 
WoBCESTEB FiOHT, in the year 1651 ; who died February 8, 1671." 

*' Hold, passenger, here's shrouded in this herse, 

Unparralelled Pend'rell, thro' the universe ; 

Like when the Eastern Star from Heaven gave light 

To three lost kings, so he in such dark night, 

To Britain's Monarch, lost by adverse war, 

On earth appeared, a second Eastern Star— 

A Pole astern, in her rebellious mam, 

A Pilot to her Rotal Sovebeign. 

Now to triumph in Heaven's eternal sphere, 

He's hence advanced for his just steerage here ; 

Whilst Albion's Chronicle with matchless fieune. 

Embalms the story of Gbbat Pend'bell's Name." 
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THE 

PUBLIC CHARITIES 

07 TBS 

BOROUGH AND FOREIGN OF WALSALL. 



PART V. 



PEELIMINAET CHAPTEE. 

The Pitblio Chabitibs of the borough and foreign of Walsall 
have, for a series of years, formed a subject of dispute, litigation, 
and inquiry. So far back as the 11th., James I., there was an in- 
quisition under a commission of charitable uses ; another in the 
22nd., Charles 11. ; another in 1726 and 1823; and the recent one, 
in June, 1855. 

The usual formula on such occasions, have been duly gone 
through — commissioners' opinions have been given and received — 
misappropriations proved — ^new, schemes for better management 
proposed and assented to — and verdicts of "guilty" or not "guilty" 
pronounced— but here, matters have been allowed to rest. The 
public knew, perhaps, that such investigations were in operation, 
and may, now and then, have heard a whisper as to the progress 
of proceedings, and the nature of certain measures being enacted, 
but this comprised the full extent of their knowledge. True, the 
several investigations may have been duly printed and published, 
but how ? In authorized versions, called " Blue books," to obtain 
a peep into which, was in truth, a very " blue look out," and even 
if successful in the attempt, enough to make one intensely blue to 
wade through their gigantic and intricate pages. 
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Now these "Blue books" are all very well in their way, but 
they are not aecessable to the public generally, and if they were, it 
would become essential to their utility that they should undergo a 
condensing and sifting process, so as to present in simple form, and 
at a small cost, the reaJly valuable matter they might be found to 
contain, and as nothing should be kept secret which ought to be 
inade known, the object of the writer is, to lay plainly before the 
public a fidthful statement of facts elicited under the recent i/nquiry 
before the Ghvemment Impeotor of Charities ; facts, not a few of 
which will be found to exhibit maladministration, misdoings, 
shortcomings, and reckless squanderings, shocking to contemplate. 
Happily, a repetition of those evils is now completely prevented by 
the "Charitable Trusts' Act of 1853," which removes from trustees 
the power of applying, or otherwise dealing with, any charity 
property without the previous sanction of the Commissioners. 

In order that the position of the Charities, previous to, and at 
the time of the recent inquiry, might be better understood, it was 
thought expedient to submit a digest of the evidence adduced 
on former inquisitions, especially that in 1823. By such course 
the public will be enabled to judge how far former discoveries and 
decisions have met with due observance and attention, and whether 
a little more vigilance on the part of trustees might not have 
preserved the existence of charities now irretrievably lost. 

The fLrat mention found of the public taking up tha cudgels with 
respect to the charitable bequests of the town, is in 1804), when a 
committee was appointed by the parish to inquire into the various 
public charities, and take such steps as might appear most likely 
to perpetuate the several trusts to posterity. This investigation 
.was in due time made, and a report thereon issued, in which, 
amongst the rest, the corporation was charged with holding adver- 
^sely several valuable estates at Bascotte, Long Itchington, ^., &c., 
which had been originally left for charitable uses, and belonged to 
the parish. This led to much agitation, and subsequently to the 
'< Commission of Inquiry in 1823," when the points at issue were 
decided in favour of the corporation. > 

The $rst practical step towards the institution of the BEOEiri? 
INQUIBY, was taken by the Board of Guardians of the Union, oil 
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the 11th November, 1853, when the folldwing memorial was for- 
warded to the Charity Commissioners. 

"Memorial of the Guardians of the poor of the several parishes 
in the Walsall "Union, to the Charity Commissioners for England 
and Wales, showeth — ^that your memorialiBts elected by ratepayers, 
having reason to complain of the general management of certain 
charity estates belonging to several parishes of the union, respect* 
folly request that you wiU be pleased to require the trustees of the 
Mshley^ and the other charity estates, to render to your Board, 
accounts and statements in writing, in relation to that charity and 
of the funds, property, and income, as weU as the application* 
thereof 

That you will also be pleased to authorize one of your inspectors 
to make, and take, all due examination personally of the said 
trustees, and their officers relating thereto. 

That your Board will further be pleased to inquire what vacancies 
exist in the trusteeship of that and other charity trusts of the said 
town^ and your memonaUsts, as in duty bound, will ever pray." 

Signed and sealed with the common seal this 11th day of Nov.^ 
1868. 

Here follow the signatures — 

John Whitgreave, Ghaiiman. 
John Shannon, 
Samuel Stephens, 
Robert Westwood, 
WiUiamHanbury, > ^^^^^^^' 
Elias Grapper, 
Elijah Stanley, 

At a subsequent meeting of the Board, on the 9th December, a 
committee was appointed to inquire into and report upon the 
Walsall Charity Estates^ and on the 27th June, 1854, the following 
letter and report were forwarded to the Charity Commissioners ; — 

" The Guardians solicit the Charity Commissioners to make a full inquiry 
into the receipts and application of the funds of all the charity property within 
the Walsall Union, and to cause all vacancies of trustees to be filled up, so as 
to prevent, if possible, the apparant mis-management evidently existing in 
some of the charities of the town of Walsall. 

Adverting to that part of your letter requiring the names of the charities 
and grounds of complaint as to each charity, the Board of Guardians, in sencjl- 

T 
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iHg the report of the Committee, hope that the information and complaints 
now sent, may be deemed snfficient to authorize a general inquiry. They 
would have given a better supply of particulars, but for obstacles they have 
had to contend with— for instance, as relating to the the Hinton's, the 
Parker's, and the Stone's charities. On making application to the secretary 
of the trustees for information, he declined giving any, without the express 
assent of all the trustees belonging to those charities. The Committee have, 
therefore, sent the best they could procure." 

BEPOBT. 

BEPOST AND COMPLAINTS OF THE COmflTTEE APPOINTED BT THE BOARD OF 
GUAKDIifNS OP THE WALSALL UNION, TOUOHINO THE SEVERAL CHARITy 
ESTATES BELONGING TO WALSALL. 

*^FisHL£T Charity. — That applications, when made to the trustees, are de- 
layed SO long, that masters intending to take poor boys as apprentices, have 
at last given up. all hopes of having an indenture made. That some of the 
masters have not had the promised premium paid, although it has been many 
times applied for. That only one indenture has been made, instead of having ^ 
duplicated indentures (one to keep and the other for the master) consequently 
when a dispute between master and boy has arisen, the secretary had to 
attend before the Justices to prove the execution of the indenture, and so 
charge the costs to the master or to the Trust estate. That the principal 
part of the trustees are dissatisfied with the management, and with an inquiry 
to be made by the Commissioners. That the accounts are said to be kept by 
one trustee, John Burton, Esq., M.D., of Walsall, who appears to have the 
whole management, and as no accounts are published, the public are also 
much dissatisfied. That the secretary, Joseph Green James, is said to be 
residing in Birmingham, and has not had any abode in or near Walsall for 
some years past The income was in the year 1835, 442. 10 8 , and it is believed 
that it is now more. The funds ought to be applied in equal moieties to 
the binding of poor boys of the borough and foreign of Walsall, but no boy 
we believe, has been bound out for the borough township for many years- It 
is reported, and believed, that the secretary, Mr. J. Gr, James, has received 
some portion of the income, of which no account is given. 

Richard Stone's Charity.— The same trustees have this estate in their 
care, but there is no account rendered of the income or distribution. The 
sum of £2 6s. is to be given in coats to the poor from the funds of this charity, 
paid by Lord Anson for that purpose. There is (it is supposed) other property 
belonging to this charity. 

Bentley Hay £8TATE.->This estate is vested in the same trustees as the 
Fishley, and similar complaints exist in this, as in that charity. In the year 
1835, the income appears to have been £20 per annum, but it may be greatly 
augmented by the mines being^ leased, if placed in the hands of competent 
trustees. The lands are numl>ered 693, 692, 695, 795, 796 and 673, contain^ 
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ing about 8a« 2b. 2p., also a house, and two pieces of land, near the old lane 
at Bloxwich, and Woodhall field, and Lander's croft. The total rent is £26i 
per year. We recommend investigation specially in this charity. 

WooLiJkSTON's OHARrrr.— The funds of this charity are applicable to the' 
binding of poor boys as apprentices belonging to the borough of Walsall, but 
it is extremely desirable under the act of 16 and 17 Vie, c. 137, that the funds 
should be made also applicable to the binding of poor boys of the foreign of 
Walsall which is in the same parish, as there is now, and generally has been, 
a greater fund than is required for the poor boys of the borough township. 

Harper's Ohartfy.— In this charity it appears from the Vicar's statement, 
that the property is capable of bestowing enlarged benefits upon the poor, if 
•power be given to authorize it. The donor requires trustees to be appointed; 
but we believe there are none. The vicar has acted as one>-some, if not all 
of the land, is let and sub-let, by which the charity has not the whole benefit 
of the income. We recommend the appointment of trustees, as none are 
living. Fifty years ago, the income was £42 15s. 6d. 

< John Parker's Charity.— The donor requires specific trustees, but the 
churchwardens take upon themselves to manage the charity, and therefore 
trustees ought to be properly appointed. The income is about £30, arising 
from land in the manor of Langthome, in Yorkshire. 

John Pershousb's CHARirr. — The vicar and churchwardens were appointed 
the trustees by the donor, but they know nothing of it. The Charity Com* 
missioners' Report, describes the property as houses, near the churchyard, 
at the top of the church steps, (since taken down), and a sum of 408. yearly, 
payable out of a close in Walsall Park, one half to the borough, and one half 
to the foreign. This requires investigation. 

Humphrey Pershousb's Charity. — Humphrey Pershouse left to the vicar 
and churchwardens £5 per year, but they are not in receipt of the money. 
Colonel Walhouse succeeded Pershouse, and Lord Hatherton succeeded 
Colonel Walhouse, so probably the income is payable by Lord Hatherton for 
this charity. It is very desirable that a full inquiry be made. 

Curtey's CHARiry. — The trustee of this charity is the vicar. According to 
report, it appears that 13s. 4d. on Good Friday, and 13s. 4d. on Christmas 
eve, should be given to the poor of the borough of Walsall, out of land 
No. 1150, 1153, 1149, in the parish plan. The vicar knows nothing of it. 

William Parker's Charity. — We believe that £20 a year to the minister 
of Great Bloxwich is paid by the Merchants Tailors' Company to teach boys 
in the school at Bloxwich. 

Kino's Charity.<— The trustees are the minister and churchwardens of 
Bloxwich. The land is Long Coxtalls, 2a. 2r. 23p., No. 743, left to be distri- 
buted in charity. The mines under the land are being worked out. The late 
. William Cotterell, Town Clerk of Walsall, sold the land to Mr. McBryde, but 
we are not aware how Mr. Cotterell possessed the mines. This charity re- 
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^Biies immediate investigation, partionlarly as to Mr. Cotterell's right to 
sell. 

Anonymous Ghabitt.— The snm of £2 lis., paid hj Mr. William Jones, 
bat no account of it arises, or what land, and we cannot ascertain partioularls. 

Henbt Whatelet's CHARiTT.^The trostees are the yiear and ohnich- 
wardens— £4 4s. to the poor, not paupers; £1 Is. to the minister for a sermon ; 
15s. to the vicar and wardens. The income is charged on land at Goalpool. 

Robinson's CHABrrv.-^No tidings ^appears lost. 

RsnwABE's CHABrrr.— No trace of this — ^appears lost. 

MuBBAY's CHAmTY.— No tracc. 

Whjttinoham's Chabety. — The Corporation are trustees for a portion of 
this chant J, but for the remainder, there are no trustees. It is necessary for 
the preservation of part of this charity, that trustees be appointed. 

Bobebt Pabkeb's Chabity.— The funds arising from this charity are such 
as to require the strictest investigation. The mines were let upon lease, and 
upwards of £1,200 have been paid by the lessee to different individuals; the 
first of which is an amount of £60 paid to Mr. John James, of Walsall, 
for the royalty, or rent of the mines ; but we cannot ascertain what has be^ 
done with the money. Mr. G. B. Stubbs, the present secretary, is able to give 
a satisfactory account of the management during the time he has acted as 
secretary. The former secretary was Mr. Joseph Green James, before 
mentioned. 

Hikton's Chabity.— The only surviving trustee of this charity is an aged, 
infirm gentleman, residing at Leamington, in Warwickshire, Mr. John V. 
Barber. There should be an appointment of trustees to see to the proper dis- 
tribution of this charity. In the year 1819, the income was £23 18s. lid,, 
arising out of property at Rickerscote, Mr. Mason, of Walsall, is secretary. 

Henby Stone's Chabtiy. — The income of this charity was originally £34 
14s., but we cannot ascertain that anything like this amount is given, ac- 
cording to the intention of the donor. 

Bbidget Miij^'s Chabity.— The donor appointed as trustees, the vicar and 
churchwardens of Walsall. They have received within the last six months, 
the principal, which was vested on the tolls of the Walsall district of the 
turnpike roads, and we are not aware whether it has been reinvested. We 
think this should be ascertained. 

In the report of the Charity Commissioners in the year 1823, it is stated 
that the vicar of Walsall is a trustee of the under-mentioned charities, but he 
knows nothing whatever of any of them, nor can -v^e learn anything concern- 
ing them. 

Shawe's Chabity. — The vicar and mayor appear to be the trustees, and 
the land consisting of 7a. 2b. 39p. belongs to the estate, but the rent would 
now be considerably more than the sum said to have been received, in fact, 
ten times as much as the 40s a year given away to the poor. We recom- 
mend this especially to the Coifmissioners for inquiry. 
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DEB'fs GHABirT.-^It i^pean by the report of l^e Charity OammisBioBen, 
that the income arises from land at Woodend, hat for which there are no 
tnutees-^the vicar states that he knows nothing about the charity. The con- 
stable says that he reoeiTed last year, 18s., and gave it to the poor, fonrpence 
to each indiyidnal. We leooimttend an inquiry into this charity, and the 
appointment of trustees 

WiLcox^s Chabtty.— We find that the land was sold by the churchwardens, 
about seyen or eight years ago, to Messrs. Addenbrooke, for £150., and the 
mines have been worked; but the yicar, who is one of the trustees, cannot 
afford any information as to the proceeds of the sale of the land, nor is it 
known who holds the scrips or certificate. We think this requires investi- 
gation. 

Hawle^s Chamtt. — The trustees are the churchwardens and the vicar. 
The property is mentioned in the Charity Commissioners' Beport as situated 
at Woodend, Walsall. Joseph Shaw, Ball's-hiUs, Walsall, now ?eceives £10 a 
year, part of which he says is expended in bread, which he gives to the poor. 
Most searching inquiry should be made into this charity. 

Oroaitibts' Chaiutt— The income is £5 a year, paid by the Merchant 
Tailors' Company, London, and the vicar informs us that the organist himself 
receives that sum regularly from the company. 

Fbeb Gbammab School.— The Governors are Henry Windle, Richard 
Jesson, Henry Brace, F. A. Edwards, Howard Fletcher, Charles Turner, 
Horatio Bamett, 8. Lowe, P. P. Pratt, William Brooks and others. The in- 
come, according to report of the Charity Commissioners in 1823, is £77& 

Whhate's Charity. — Trustees of this charity should be appointed. The 
property, as reported by the Commissioners, consists of land, on the plan. No. 
1675 and 1676. and contains 2a. 3r. 23p. The tenant was, lately, Frederick 
Bedworth ; the rent then was £8 per annum, which was given to preach ftur 
sermons a year, but the vicar has not had it, and knows nothing about it. 
The Donor requires trustees to be appointed, namely, the mayor and others." 

The scheme suggested by the Inspector in the course of his 
inquiry, viz., to consolidate the whole of the charities under one 
body of trustees, appeared to meet with universal approval. The 
views of the town council on the subject are sufficiently explained 
in the annexed resolution, passed at a subsequent meeting of that 
body on the 31st July> (1855). 

** The Inspector of Charities having at the public investigation so lately 
made into the Walsall Charities, intimated that he should suggest an entirely 
new scheme with respect to their future management and administration^ 
and also a new body of trustees ; and Mr. Hare also having stated his desire 
to receive suggestions from the council as to the appropriation ol the im- 
proved income ; and there being strong reasons why the business should be 
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proceeded with as speedily as possible.>-Besolyed, that this council is of 
(pinion that the objects of the Charities will be greatly promoted by the 
whole of them being consolidated under the management of one body of 
•tnistees ; that it is on many accounts of great public importance that the 
giembers of the Town Council should form part of the new body of trustees, 
their responsibility to the public being much more direct and complete than 
that of a trustee, who is not electire ; that the improved income could not be 
more usefully and beneficially employed than in the support of an entirely 
new school, on a wide and general principal, that would make it open to all 
dasses, without distinction of party.'* 

In course of time the heads of a proposed scheme (of which the 
following is a copy) were forwarded by the Inspector of the several 
trustees of the various charities : — 

^* HEADS OF A PROPOSED SCHEME FOB THE ADMIinSTBATION OF THE CHABITIES 
OP THE BOROUGH AND PARISH OP WALSALL. 

" 1. — All the estates and property of the following Charities to be vested in 
a newly-constituted body, to be called the * General Charities^ Trustees** The 
Bl\ie Coat Charity and National School^ and WhittinghanCs^ Taylor's^ Oerton^s, 
Curtis' 8, and Crump^s Gifts thereto; Fowler^s Charity ; Molesley^s Almshouses 
and Pensions; the Fishley Charity; William Parker's Charity; Blanche 
WooUaston'a Charity; Harper's Almshouses; Webb's Charity; Syvem*8 
Charity; Bentley Hay Charity; WUcox^s Charity; Hinton^s Charity; Henry 
Stone the elder's and Henry Stone the younger^ s Charities; John Parker* s 
Charity; Robert Parker* s several Charities and Benefactions; Anonymous 
Charity y or rent charges on Jones's farm^ LitUe Bloxmch; Hawle*s Charity; 
Nichohis Parker* 8 Charity ; Bbbinson*s Charity; Wheate*s Charity; Curtey*s 
■Charity; Bichard Stone's Charity, of Caldmore; Kin^s Charity; Bridge 
MiOs*s Charity; Govway*s Charity; Dee*s Charity; Whateley*8 Charity, 

2.~Six to be a quorum, and the acts of the majority to be binding. 

3.~ General Charities* Trustees to appoint a clerk, receiver, and banker. 

4. — ^The General Charities* Trustees to make general rules for transacting 
business. 

5.— General Charities' Trustees, subject to the approbation of the Board, to 
appoint the manner of investment of the stock belonging to the charities. 

6.— A committee to be appointed as trustees of Roger Hinton's estates, 
with the trustees for the other town's interests. 

7.— Application of portion of the Charity funds in specific payments, ac- 
cording to the trust. Dee's and Gorway's Charities, and £5 of Blanche 
Wollaston's, to be distributed amongst the poor people in the almshouses, 
and £2 of Richard Stone's to be given in clothing to the poor people in the 
^ame almshouses. 

. 8, 9, 10.— The Fishley and Blanche Wollaston's Charities to be distributed 
In apprentice fees, premiums, or prizes of from £2 to £5 each to children of 
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Walsall parents, not under 13 years of age, who shall haye been two years' at 
school, and 176 days in the preceding year, certified to he of good character, 
and selected upon examination, nearly in the same manner as Ironmasters' 
prizes are distributed. 

11.— Webb's, Mills's, Syvem's, THlcox's, and the Bentley Hay Charities, 
to be distributed by the trustees for the benefit of the poor of the borough, and 
so far as not otherwise declared by the trusts, in aid of the means for their 
education. 

12.— Whateley's and the anonymous donor's charities to be distributed 
for the benefit of the poor of the foreign in like manner. 

13.— Hinton's, Stone's, (the three) and Hawle's Charities to be distributed for 
the benefit of the poor of the entire parish in like manner. 

14. — Molesley's (or the corporation) Almshouses, to be occupied by widows 
nominated by the mayor. 

16. — Harper's Almshouses to be occupied by persons nominated by the 
vicar. 

16.-— The General Charities' Trustees to frame rules for the goyemment of 
the almshouses, subject to the approbation of the Board. 

17. — Power to let any part of the estate or site of Harper's almshouses on 
building leases, and to erect the almshouses elsewhere. 

18.— To pay the income of Fowler's CJharity to the special trustees recently 
appointed thereof. 

19.— To pay the income of the benefactions for the Blue Coat School to the 
treasurer of that school for the time being. 

20. — The Corporation to pay annually £57 4s. Od. out of the Bascote 
Estate to the General Charities' Trustees for the inmates of Molesley's Alms- 
houses, and to keep the buildings in repair, and these payments to be a dis- 
charge of all claim on the Bascote Estate for any charitable use. 

21. — The General Charities' Trustees, in the first instance, to be composed 
as follows : — 

The mayor and yicar of Walsall for the time being, Edward Adams, Henry 
Brace, Thomas Pool Brettell, John Burton, Michael Cozens, Joseph Cowley, 
Frederick Atcherley Edwards, Howard Fletcher, John Freeth, Isaac High- 
way, Bichard Jesson, Samuel Lowe, John Woodward Newman, F. B. Oerton, 
John Shannon,'jWilliam Somerfield, Edward Elijah Stanley, Henry Stanley, 
Samuel Stephens, George Bradnock Stubbs, Frek. Thurstan, H. C. Windle, 
and the Incumbents of Bloxwich, St. Peter's, Walsall, and St. John's, 
Walsall Wood, and the Incumbent of any other district church which 
may be hereafter formed in or from the borough or foreign, or antient parish 
of Walsall. 

22. — ^Upon a vacancy occurring in the non-official members, the body to be 
filled up by one to be chosen by the Corporation, and by one chosen by the 
remaining Trustees alternately ; but the non-official trustees not hereafter to 
be more than eighteen m number. • 
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23^— 'Power to vary the soheme, if neoessary, on foture occaeions. 
24.— CoQitnictioii of the flcheme in case of difficulty by the board.'' 

A special meeting of the Town Council, for the purpose of taking 
into consideration the above scheme, was held on the 23rd Nov., 
1855, when the mayor read his observations thereon, as follows :— 

** As to clause 3, clerk and receiver may be the same person ; and if an 
attorney be appointed, he shall not be permitted to institute any legal pro- 
ceedings without the authority of a general meeting, the summons to convene 
which shall contain notice of such intended proceedings. As to clause 8, 9, 

10, so little good seems to result from the apprentice fees, that I think they 
had better be abolished altogether, and the funds applied either in establish-- 
ing a new school, or in extension of the various educational establishments 
already in existence ; applying so much as might be considered necessary to 
comply with original intention of the donor in putting out poor apprentices, 
but in some other way than the payment of a fee to the master. As to clause 

11, same reply as to No. 10. It is the business of the Guardians of the poor to 
relieve the destitute, and not the trustees. As to clause 12, same as No. 11. 
As to clause 13, same as No. 11. But if the principle indicated in Nob. 11, 

12, and 13 must be carried out, the scheme itself should define (without 
leaving it to the trustees), some mode of selecting the objects that should 
most effectually prevent all private favouritism. As to clause 21, the appoint- 
ment of so mariy clergy of the church of England, to the exclusion of those . 
of every other denomination, is manifestly most unjust, particularly in one 
special case— that of the Unitarian Charity, which exceeds in amoimt several 
of the others put together. The only way to avoid sectarian animosities 
would be to exclude all except the vicar and the incumbent of Bloxwich, who 
are already officially connected with many of the charities. If this part of 
the scheme be persisted in, it will give rise to such strong dissatisfaction as 
to peril the whole. I am a member of the church of England myself, but I 
cannot shut my eyes to the unfairness of this proposal. Practically, it would 
be to hand over the management of the charities to the four or five clergy 
ns^ed, which number will be increased as the town extends, and new churches 
are erected, the sites of two new ones being at the present time selected." 

The council then unanimously passed this resolution : — 

" That the mayor having read the * Heads of Scheme ' for the future man- 
agement of the Walsall charities, and also his observations thereon, and the 
correspondence with Mr. Hare, the charity inspector— resolved, that this 
council hereby approves the observations and answers of the mayor, and re- 
quests him to return the * Heads of Scheme,' with such answers ; and that 
as to the persons who are to be new trustees, this council adheres to its formet 
resolution, further consideration having only strengthened the conviction of 
the council that the members of the Town Council for the time being will be 
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the moBt fitting persons to be $aQh trastees, they being cUrecl^y responsible 
fo the public for aJUl their acts, and their meetings being open to the public ; 
their accounts being annually published, and the election of one-third their 
number taking place annually; and with reference to the fear of Mr. Hare, 
that Parliament will not adopt that policy, on account of its supposed hos- 
tility to the policy of the Municipal Act, this Council is of opinion, that as 
Parliament removed Charity Properties from the control of Municipal 
Corporations at a period antecedent to which such Corporations were self-* 
elective, the adoption of a different policy, after many years of popular elec- 
tion, would substantially be no reversal of that policy; and the Council has 
it strong hope that its view of this part of the * scheme ' will be impressed 
on Parliament by the Members for the Borough and County, and receive 
much greater support than Mr. Hare anticipates." 

The advantage of consolidating the charities under one managing 
body of trustees, few, if any, will attempt to question. It appears 
also most proper that the Town Council, for the time being, should 
form, at all events, part of that body ; but the injustice of ap- 
pointing clergymen of one particular denomination to the exclusion 
of all others, must be apparent to every reasonable and unpre- 
judiced mind ; and (as the mayor has very justly observed), " if 
this part of the scheme be persisted in, it wiU give rise to such 
strong dissatisfaction, as to peril the whole." With respect, how- 
ever, to the proposed appropriation of the charity funds to the 
" establishment of a new school," — ^as expressed by the first reso- 
lution passed by the council, — ^to say the least, seems to embody an 
extremely dangerous experiment. The want not only of a schoolj 
but also (as before argued in these pages) many other useful in- 
stitutions, based upon such principles, is evidently much felt, and 
should, as far as practicable, be established ; but, notwithstandrag 
this, it behoves the promoters to pause well, ere they adopt a pre- 
cedent that may have an injurious influence on future beneficence ; 
for, although in many cases it may be found impolitic, or perhaps 
impossible, to carry out strictly the expressed wishes of the donor, 
yet, it is the bounden duty of trustees to see that the original in- 
tention of the testator is supported, so far as the customs and 
privileges of the times in which they live will admit. The exercise 
of extreme caution is therefore requisite, before various sums, left 
by divers persons, for sundry charitable purposes, are withdrawn 
from several objects, and appropriated to one, perhaps of an en- 
tirely different character. u 
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The poor are equally entitled to the charitable legacies be- 
queathed to them, as the lords of the manor are to any inheritance 
they may enjoy, and it is neither honest, consistent, or politic, 
(leaving feeling altogether out of the question), to strip the aged, 
the needy, and the infirm, of their just and legal rights, in order to 
advance any object, however g6od or beneficial in its nature. It is 
therefore contended, that trustees of such legacies, (for example 
those specefied in clauses 11, 12. and 13 of scheme), are bound by 
every tie of honour, and humanity, to distribute wholly, and fairly, 
to the various legatees their several bequests, and that it is quite 
as much their business so to relieve the destitute, as it is that of 
the guardians of the poor. 

It may perhaps appear singular that this " preliminary chapter " 
to the " Inquiry into the Charities," should embrace proceedings of 
a much later date than that of the "preface," the reason is two- 
fold : — ^first, the original publisher having failed in the performance 
of his contract, it was deemed advisable to take advantage of the 
delay so occasioned ; and secondly, this division of the work was 
kept back till the latest moment, in the hope that some definite 
scheme for the future management and administration of the chari- 
ties would have been adopted. This expectation, however, has un- 
fortunately not been realized. The case is in statu guo^ and how 
long it wiU continue in this position, entirely depends upon the 
amount of plilanthropy, sincerity, and vigilance, possessed by the 
champions of the poor, on the one hand ; and the punctilious re- 
quirements of Eed-tape, RouTiifE, AJSD Cc, ou the other. 
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RECENT INQUIRY 



BEFORE THOMAS HARE, ESQ., GOVERNMENT INSPECTOR OP CHARITIES. 1855, 
COMPARED WITH THE FORMER INQUISITION, A.D. 1823. 



PART VL 



A GovEBjfMENT inquiry into the charities within the "Walsall 
Union was opened on Tuesday, the 19th June, 1855, before Thomas 
Hare, Esq., Qovemment Inspector of Charities, in the Mayor's 
parlour, Q-uildhall, WalsaU. There was a large and influential 
attendance on the occasion — E. B. Oerton, Esq., Mayor ; Samuel 
Wilkinson, Esq., Town Clerk ; W. Ward, Esq., and other members 
of the council were present. The Eev. J. H. Sharwood, vicar of 
Walsall, ex-officiQ trustee of several charities; the Eev. H. 
Bagnall, perpetual curate of Great Barr, also a trustee ; and a depu- 
tation from the Ratepayers' Protection Society, likewise attended. 

The investigation was instituted in consequence of the report 
made by the Board of Q-uardians into the alleged misappropriation 
of the funds left for charitable purposes, and which had been 
brought before the Charity Board. The Inspector intimated to the 
meeting that he would take the several parishes in such order as 
would first relieve the trustees from the most distant places. 

Mr. Joseph G-reen James, solicitor to the trustees of several 
of the charities, said, that he attended to afford the Inspector 
any aid in his power. The Eev. J. H. Sharwood, E. Jesson and 
G. B. Stubbs, Bsqrs., solicitors of Walsall, were also present, for 
the same purpose. 

The first day's proceedings opened with an inquiry into charities 
at Pelsall. Messrs. Charles and Wm. Eussell, the chapelwardens, 
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gave an account of the manner in which the several endowed 
charities in that township were disposed of, which appeared to be 
in small sums of sixpence, and a shilling, to each person. In one 
case, out of the proceeds of Mrs, Bridgmcm^s bequest, 61, annually 
were paid for teaching eight boys, at the National school — ^the 
clergyman received 3?., and the poor, 10s, 

The Inspector suggested that more good would be done if the 
churchwardens would make these gifts indirectly auxilliary to edu- 
cation, by giving them in larger sums of 5s, or upwards, as pre- 
miums, to those parents among the poor who were most attentive 
to sending their children to school and keeping them there. The 
neglect of this duty was one of the things most to be regretted in 
the present day, and he should be glad to see all these endowments 
assist in promoting its fulfilment. 

Mr. Russell approved of this system, and said they would adopt it. 

Evidence was given by P. C. Mottram, Esq., churchwarden of 
G-reat Barr, and the Eev. H. Bagnall, which proved that there were 
several charitable bequests at Great Barr which appear to have 
been altogether lost sight of. One in particular, the Custom Money, 
had been received within the recollection of the oldest families in 
the parish, but had not been distributed for many years, and the 
source of the fund was not known. 

The Eev. Horace Chavasse, incumbent of Eushall, also gave 
evidence as to some charities there. It appeared that one in par- 
ticular, to which reference is made in ancient reports, was not now 
in existence, nor did there appear to be the least chance of its being 
discovered. Mr. S. "Wilkinson, town clerk, here observed, that the 
fact of such charities being neglected, and ultimately lost, was ac- 
counted for by the annual change of trustees and churchwardens ; 
trusteeship should, in his opinion, be established on a more per- 
manent basis. 

Eobert Scott, Esq., of Stourbridge, and formerly M.P. for Walsall^ 
and Mr. Moseley, master of the Eree School, Great Barr, were ex- 
amined as to property which should belong to that school. The 
former said, that he was sole trustee of two charily properties, in one 
of which he was the representative of the founder, Thomas Addye. 
This charity originally provided for the free education of 13 boys, 
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but at the present time 20 received gratuitous instruction. A rent 
of 53^. 78, was derivable from lands, and there was a house for the 
master, a school room, and two cottages which were let at 3ir. 9d, 
per week. The master was allowed the privilege of taking other 
pupils who paid from 4a. to 12s. per quarter. Mrs. Scott had left, 
a sum of 4(007., the interest of which, amounting to 20/., was ex- 
pended in clothing for the boys belonging to the school, and also 
ifor four poor women. The Inspector observed, that it would be 
well to appoint trustees to those charities. Mr. Scott acquiesced 
in this opinion so &r as regarded the latter charity, but his im- 
pression with reference to the " Addye Charity " was, that it was 
the intention of the donor to leave the nomination of the master, 
and the scholars, in the hands of the owner of the property. 
Evidence having been given with respect to some chapel lands in 
the same parish, the Inspector then proceeded to those charities 
which immediately appertained to the borough and foreign of 
Walsall, commencing with 

JOHN HAWLE'S CHABITT. 

By will, dated 18th April, 3618, John Hawle, of Caldmore, gave 
some lands (then under lease) called Molefields to feoffees ; the 
rent, amounting to 4Z. a year, to be employed in the purchase of 
twenty-eight penny loaves of white bread to be distributed in the 
church of "Walsall every Sabbath day after morning prayer, viz. 
to poor people, 25 ; to the vicar, 2 ; and to the clerk, 1. 

The Eev. J. H. Sharwood, stated in evidence, that thirty-nine 
loaves of bread were given away every Sunday after morning service, 
and that, in his opinion, the mode of administering the charity was 
most objectionable. They were sometimes distributed by the 
churchwardens, and sometimes by the beadles, who, he believed, 
participated, amongst others, in the distribution. In answer to an 
observation that the dispensing of this charity was confined to the 
vicar and churchwardens, the Eev. gentleman said, he was not 
aware that it was in any way under his control. He thought the 
money would be much better applied to increase the funds of the 
almshouses. 

By the inquisition in 1823, it appeared that the land called Mole- 
fields consisted of 18a. 2b. 12p., and was divided into four closes. 
It was purchased in 1814 by one Samuel Wood, from Thomas 
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Hawe Parker, subject to the payment of 51. per annum, payable 
half yearly, for the purposes before stated in John Hawle's will. 
At the time Mr. "Wood purchased the land he was tenant at the 
yearly rent of 38Z. Besides the piirchase money, Mr. Wood paid 
between 60Z. and 70Z. for timber. 

In a report, made a.b. 1804 by a committee of inhabitants ap- 
pointed at a vestry meeting to inquire into the public charities of 
the town, it was stated " that widow Thurston, baker, delivered 
twenty-eight loaves every sabbath day to the church, and was paid 
for the same by the Rev. Charles Blackham, 21. 16s, every half 
year. Mr. Blackham was then the tenant of the land, and after he 
gave it up, only 51. appeared to have been distributed for some 
years." 

A short time previous to the sale of the land to Mr. "Wood, 
Thomas Hawe Parker gave directions to his agent that double the 
quantity of bread should be given away. Thus, from this time, 10/. 
was distributed yearly, 51. being paid on account of Mrs. Parker 
while she lived, and 51. by Mr. "Wood, as a charge upon the land so 
purchased by him. After Mrs. Parker's death the payment was 
continued by her* son-in-law, but this was considered by the 
Commissioners as voluntary. 

The most important question at issue with respect to this charity 
was, whether 4Z> a year (the original sum left by John Hawle) was 
the whole amount claimable, that sum being at the time of the 
bequest, the entire rental of the land, which has been proved to be 
now worth 60Z. annually. 

It was stated that the point had been referred to the Attorney- 
Greneral, and that he was inquiring into the matter. 

The inspector expressed his approval of the course adopted, and 
appeared to concur fully in the opinion given by the Commissioners 
in their inquiry in 1823, which was as follows : — 

*' On referring to the terms of the original instrument, it appears question- 
able whether the whole rents and profits of the land were not intended by the 
donor to be distributed in bread weekly ; and it may be a fit question for a 
court of equity to decide, whether such a construction ought not to be 
adopted." 

["Why wa^ this opinion, given in 1823, allowed to lie dormant 
till 1855 ? Echo answers^ why ?] 
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HABFEE'S ALMSHOUSES 
were next taken under consideration. Previous, however, to sub- 
mitting the report, it may be as well to make the reader acquainted 
with the HiSTOET of the Charity, according to the Commission 
of Inquiry in 1823, — a course which the author has deemed it 
prudent to adopt vdth reference to the charities generally. 

By an inquisition, taken at Walsall 7th December^ 11th James I, 
under a commission of charitable uses, it was found that John 
Harper, son and heir of William Harper, Esquire, established an 
almshouse in Walsall, for four poor people to dwell in ; and by a 
certain indenture, bearing date 20th December, 11th Henry Viil, 
he granted two acres, and a half, of arable land, in Windmill Pield, 
and a croft in Caldmore, for their maintenance. He further vdUed 
that the poor folks should be named by the vicar, vdth the consent 
of the lord of the manor of Eushall, " and of the mayor of WalsaU." 
The vicar to receive the rent, and pay the same to the poor folks 
yearly ; the rents to be applied when necessary to the repairs of 
the almshouse. He further directed that when all the feoffees, ex- 
cept three, should die, the survivers should make the estate over to 
other persons appointed by the lord of Eushall, and the vicar of 
Walsall, (the copy of the deed adds " wdth the advice of the mayor 
of Walsall)," and so from time to time for ever. It was further 
found that George Hawe, on the 27th October, 1557, made his 
wiU, whereby he gave to the said almshouse, a close at Walsall 
Tovni's-end, and that the rents of the said close were then of the 
value of 26*. 8i. yearly. 

By the parish report of 1804, it appears that the trust was 
vested in the heir of William Leigh, Esquire, of Eushall, but the 
receipt and application of the rents were then, and had been for 
many years previous, exclusively in the hands of the vicar of the 
parish of WalsaU. 

It is stated on one of the benefaction tables that Mr William 
Eidware gave 28. a-year to the poor of the almshouse, to be paid 
on Good Friday, out of a pasture in Essington, called Priest's 
Croft ; but no trace of this payment could be found, nor the par- 
ticular land ascertained. 

Another inscription specifies a further sum of 2*. per year, given 
by Thomas WoUaston to the four people in the almshouse, out of 
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the rent of a house in the churchyard. On this bequest the 
Commissioners of Inquiry, in 1823, gave the following opinion : — • 
'* We are not aware of the reasons which mdnced the Committee of 1804 
to believe that the house in the chnrchyardf occupied by Sarah Birt, and for 
which she paid rent to Mr. Thomas Adams, was the house given by John 
Wollaston for the poor. The situation, indeed, answers the description ; and 
the circumstance of a rent now 4«. and then 8«. being paid in respect of this 
tenement to the almshouse poor, may have led to the belief that the property 
was the same. We cannot, however, ohtain evidence that the house occupied 
by Sarah Birt ever belonged to either of the Wollastons. We have seen the 
title deeds of the present proprietor, Mr. William Proffit, from which it clearly 
appears that from at least the year 1740, this tenement was conveyed and 
treated as private property, and has passed, together with two tenements ad- 
joining, through the hands of successive purchasers to the present possessor ; 
and it farther appears that these three tenements were held together as one 
property so early as the year 1681. There is no mention in the deeds of any 
payment thereout.'* 

About the year 1793, the old almshouses, which appeared to 
have consisted of only two dwellings, were taken down by the di- 
rection of Mr. Butter, the then vicar, and the present houses were 
built in their room, consisting of six dwellings of one apartment 
each. They are under one roof, four being in front towards the 
street, on the ground floor, and two behind, where the ground falls 
and admits of one being placed under the other. It appears that 
the old houses were built of common limestone, and that the timber 
was extremely decayed, insomuch that they where unfit to be in- 
habited. The cost of the present buildings, exclusive of the old 
materials, which were used as far as practicable, was 87Z. This 
was paid by Mr. Butter, but from what fund it is not known. 

The property derived from Harper, is returned in the Commis- 
sioner's report alluded to in 1823, as follows : — ^ 

£ s. d. 
1. — The almshouses situate in Dudley Btreet, containing six 

tenements, and a small yard adjoining. 
2, — A garden adjoining the above, containing 12 perches, in the 
occupation of Mr. Thomas Oerton, as yearly tenant, at a 

rent of 16 

3.— A garden on the south side of No. 2, and separated from it by 
a footpath, conti^ning 11 perches, occupied by Mr. Samuel 
Barber, together with No. 5, at a rent of 16 

Carried Forward ... 1 12 
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£ «. d. 

Brought Forward .. . 1 12 

4. — A garden adjoining No. 3 on the east, containing 5 perches, 
and lying open on the western side to garden ground of 
Miss Touse, held by her at the rent of 5 

5.~A garden adjoining No. 4 on the south, and No. 2 on the east, 
containing 5 perches, lying open on the west, to land of 
Samuel Barber, who holds it, together with No 3 as above 
mentioned. 

6. — Garden ground and yard, containing 8 perches, lying open on 
the north, to land of Thomas Tomlinson, who pays for it 
per annum ... .. 10 d 

7.— Garden, in what was formerly called "WindmiU Field, con- 
taining 24 perches, let to Thomas Oerton, at per annum ... 1 1 

S.— Garden, ditto, containing 17 perches, let to William Hill at... 18 

d & 10.— Two gardens, in ditto, containing respectively 10 and 12 

perches, let to Josiah Meeson at 1 10 

11. — Land, in ditto, now called Peg's Piece, containing la. 29p., 
numbered in the map of the foreign 1,449, let to William 
Porter at. 4 

12. — Land near Maw Gi«en, containing according to the map of 

the foreign 4a. 2r. 26p., let to Thomas Oerton for 12 

The close at Walsall Town's-end, given by George Hawe, con- 
tains la. Ir. 15p., and is occupied by the Birmingham Canal 
Company, partly for a wharf, at a rent of 21 

There is also paid by Mr. William ProflSt to this charity an 
annual sum of 8s., in respect of a small house, situated at 
the top of the steps leading into the churchyard on the left 
or northern side, and which is now occupied by him with 
ofther premises, his property adjoining thereto 8 

£42 15 6 
Becent Inquiry, (1855). 
The Vicar produced a book which was handed to him by his 
predecessor, identifying the property. It appeared that one piece 
of land belonging to this charity was let to the Canal Oompanyy 
for which was paid a rental of 211. per annum. Mr. H, Archer, 
parish clerk, gave evidence with regard to 43ix gardens under the 
same charity, for which he collected the rents, and at present in the 
possession of the following: — F. B. Oerton (the mayor), Adama, 
Tomlinson, Thacker, Broadhurst, and Archer, 
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The Mayor stated that only five of the gardens could be ac- 
counted for, whereas there ought to be nine. According to 
documents in his possession, six were dearly established. The 
three missing contained iMrty-nine perches. He thought the 
property was capable of beings made much more valuable, and if 
let for building would produce a considerably enlarged income. 
The nett rent received for land and gardens amounted to only 4iOZ. 
18*. 2d,; the income not having increased for forty years. He 
further remarked that no trustees had been appointed since the 
year 1726, and that the property had been in consequence greatly 
neglected ; that the council were in ignorance of the existence of 
'the charities, and were of opinion that there should be a more 
efficient body of trustees appointed. 

The Inspector replied, that it came within the power of the 
Board to submit schemes to Parliament, and to remodel charity 
trusts in a manner beyond the powers of the Court of Chancery, 
but suited to the wants of the day. He would, after the inquiry 
was completed, cause a scheme to be preferred and laid before the 
Board, which he trusted would effect all the objects which the 
corporation and the inhabitants had in view, and render the 
charities much more beneficial to the town. 

It was believed that the front of the land in Bath Street, on 
which the almshouses stand, would let most profitably on building 
leases ; and also, that it was highly necessary that another site 
more suitable and commodious should be provided, the present 
building (which comprises six tenements, each containing a single 
apartment) being considered most unwholesome. It was here ob- 
served that the inmates, — six old women of the parish, generally 
widows, — were chosMi by the vicar, whose duty it was to select 
iihem from a class of persons somewhat above the merest paupers, 
but that this attempt to raise the class of recipients, had in some 
.measure been prevented by the confined and unhealthy character 
of the present dwellings ; that some of the aged almspeople re^ 
ceived a quarterly allowance of 11. ISs. M,, which almost exhausted 
the income of the charity ; and that the expenses of attendance 
and repairs were simply made by private assistance. 

The Mayor then drew attention to a piece of land adjoining the 
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almdioaBes, (aad formerly used as a drying ground for tlae in- 
mates), which had been enclosed by the proprietor of the Whiter 
Swan, Dudley Street, thus depriving the abnspeople of Ike yard. 
For this encroachment it appeared no license was ever obtained, 
and no acknowledgement or rent had ever been paid* He (the 
mAyor) had, however, been informed that the present owner of the 
^'White Swim" was perfectly willing to admit that this land in 
question fonnerly belonged to the charity, and to hold the same 
imder the trustees. 

Mr. Edward Tomlinson was examined about a garden which he 
formerly rented, belonging to the almshouse charity, and the situa* 
tion of which it was difficult now to determine. Mr. Tomlinson, 
stated that it was at the back of Dudley Street, adjoining where 
he formerly resided, and for which he paid lOs, Qd. per annum. 

It was shown by an order of the " Commissioners of Charitable 
Inquiry," on the 17th May, 1726, that Edward Leigh, of Eushall, 
who was found to be the heir of William Leigh, surviving trustee 
of the land, should convey the trust to Walter G-ough and four 
others, they being the assignees to the property belonging to the 
almshouses ; but it did not seem that this conveyance had ever 
been made. It was also proved by the report of the parish in 1804, 
that the Eev. W. Leigh was then the heir-at-law, but there was no 
evidence of any steps having been since taken to get in the legal estate. 
The property of this charity was now disposed of as follows : — 
1.— The land at Town's-end, given by George Hawe, and con- £ b. d. 
taming la. Ir. 15p., and occupied by the Birmingham Canal 

Company at a rental of 21 

2.-*^Three lots let to Mr. Oerton, for 12 3 

3.'~Land occupied by Broadhurst and Aubin 1 18 

4.— A piece of land let to Mr. William "Wood 3 17 8 

6.— Ditto ditto ditto, William Adams, (deceased) and underlet 

to Mr. Maclnalty 16 

6.— iA garden in the occupation of Mr. Tomlinson 13 6 

7.--Ditto ditto Mr. Jackson 6 

8. — ^A payment from Mr. Henry Highway, who had purchased 
the houses which looked out on the churchyard, and one 
house at the top of the church steps, leading into the 
churchyard on the left, or northern side. This sum is paid 
yearly as an acknowledgement for the right of way ... 8 
Total income £40 18 2 
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The Inspector, <»i this point, said, that it was very difficult icy 
conceive how an acknowledgement should come to be made to 
the charity, which had no interest in the adjacent property. The 
Commissioners, in their inquiry of 1823, seem to have been satisfied 
that the charity had no claim oi> the houses, in respect to which 
the rental was paid. He further stated as bis opinion, that the 
property of the charity was susceptable of great improvement, and 
that nnidi of it would be taken as a site for building, if any power 
existed to deal with it ; but as it stood, the persons in possession 
had been allowed to occupy it without any increase of rent, and 
without any steps having been taken to preservethe property from 
encroachment, or to ascertain its boundaries. 

BLABCH WOLLASTON'S CHABITT. 

Blanch Wollaston, by will, dated 30th January, 1676, gave and 
devised to her son Thomas Wollaston, and his assignees, certain 
lands in Great Barr; and also a tenement in Hall Lane, then 
lately assigned to her for the remainder of a term of 950 years, to- 
gether with all the profit and benefit of her personal estate ; and 
the testatrix directed that the executors should, after the death of 
her said son, hold the land in Great Barr, for the uses following, 
namely : — 10*. of the rents to be yearly bestowed on twenty poor 
widows of the borough of "Walsall, equally, and the residue to be 
annually applied to apprenticing poor boys and girls ; and she fur- 
ther declared, that all her personal estate, goods, and chattels, before 
bequeathed to her son Thomas^ should after his death be disposed 
of in the purchase of land, the rents and profit of which, to be ap- 
plied to the like charitable purposes ; 51, yearly to be distributed 
amongst the poor of the parish of Church Bicknell, in the county 
of Warwick, and the residue, in placing out poor boys and girls of 
the borough of WalsaU, apprentices ; and she appointed William 
Pearson and Clement Wall executors, and James Orton and 
Samuel Adey supervisors. 

By indenture, dated 27th June, 10 William III, between Mary* 
and Anne Pearson, co-heiresses-at-law of William Pearson, the 
executor above named, of the first part, and Mary Pearson, widow 
and representative of the said William Pearson, of the second part, 
and Eichard Palmer and others, of the third part ; recites amongst 
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ether matters, the death of the testatrb:, and ajso that of Clement 
Wall, and that the whole of the personal estate devised to Thomas 
WoUaston, came into the hands of William Pearson, who received 
the rents of the lands in Great Barr, &c., sinc^ the decease of 
Blanch, "the said Thomas WoUaston been then lately dead, and 
standing in no need thereof during his life.' ' The indenture further 
witnessed, that the said executors purchased for 1717. 2«., certaiu 
closes, called West Brook iFields, in the parish of Aldridge, the 
rents and profits thereof to be disposed of according to the true 
intent of the said will, viz. : — 51. to the poor of Church Bicfenell, 
and the residue in putting out apprentices in the borough of 
Walsall. And also that the said co-heireses and representative 
of William Pearson, had sold to Eichard Palmer and others, the 
lands at Great Barr, to hold the same upon trust, yearly to dis- 
tribute lOs. to twenty poor widows of the borough of Walsall ; and 
also the tenement in Hall-lane, for the remainder of the term 950 
years, the rent and profit of which, to be added to the apprentice- 
ship fiind. 

The following are the trust premises, and returns thereof, as 
described in the Commissioners^ report, in 1823 : — 

£ B. d. 
No. L — Five closes called Eaves Hayes, let from year to year, con- 
sidered at its full value, — some good timber on this land. 28 
„ 2. — First allotment on Great Barr Common, let yearly ... 2 

„ 3* — Second ditto, (both high rents) let yearly 2 

„ 4.— West Brook Field* 20 

„ 6. — This parcel not identified. 

jj 6. — The Druid Heath allotment, let on lease for twenty -one 

years, from 1806,— full value 2 10 

„ 7.— House in Hall-lane, let yearly 8 

£62 10 
Commissioners' report, and opinion, thereon : — 

" Of these rents, 51, is annually distributed, on St. Thomases 
Day, to poor housekeepers of Church Bicknell. 

" 4Z. is given to forty poor widows, of Walsall borough, in sums 
of 2s, each. 

" The residue — ^after deducting expense of the meetings of trus- 
tees, varying &om 4Z. to SI,, occasional repairs of the house in 

* The rent had been reduced from £28, Lady^sy, 1822. 
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Hall-lane>.and also on the farms, and an annual sum of SI, 10s. to 
the secretaiy, for salary, stamps, &c. — is set apart for apprenticing 
poor chQdien of the borough of Walsall. 

''At the meeting of the trustees, the affairs of several other 
charities, of which they have the management, are truisacted, but 
they are chi^y small charities, and the bulk of the expense is 
ehiurged to this fund. 

" The children are selected from amongst the poor, by the vestry 
clerk. They are first sent, to the place designed for them, on trial, 
for a month or six weeks, and if the parties approve of each other, 
they are submitted for the magistrates sanction, upon whose ap- 
probation they are bound out; the girls till twenty-one, or 
marriage, and the boys till twenty-one, according to the Act of 
Parliament for parish apprentices. 

" The premiums given, have varied in the last ten years, from 
Xh 10s. to 31, 10s,, and only in one instance 51, was given. The 
number boimd out in the last ten years, was sixty-nine boys, and 
$ve girls, with premiums amoimting in the whole to 174Z. lOs. 
The expense of the indentures is paid out of the premiums. 

"The balance in hands, at the annual settlement in May, 1822, was 
281Z. 19*. 2d, The bankers (Messrs. Barber and Marshall) allow 
four per cent, interest, which is annually added to the charity. In 
1804i, there was no balance in hands, nor any regular book ac- 
counts 5 there is now one for the entry of orders and regulations, 
and another for accounts, which are audited yearly by the trustees. 

" The only account we could obtain of the receipts and disburse- 
ments of the charity, previous to 1804, was a statement purporting 
to be the receipt and disbursement of the charity, by William 
Pearson, for fourteen years, namely, from 1740, to 1753, inclusive. 
Puring thiit period, the rent is stated to be 161, per year, prodqcing 
in the whole, 210Z.; timber cut down, 42?. 12s, 6d, ; total, 252Z. 
12s. 6d: The disbursements in the same period being 255/. 12s. Sd., 
leaving a balance of 3Z. Os. 2d. due to the accountant. , 

"If the trustees were to select children to be bound Out 
voluntarily, and not as parish apprentices, there is no doubt this 
charity might be more extensively and beneficially administered." 
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Beeent Inguvry^ (1865). 

G. B. Stubbs, Esq,, solicitor to the trustees, was first called on 
to give evidence. He laid certain deeds before the Inspector, with 
reference to a bequest, under will bearing date 1676, froin Blanch 
WoUaston, of property called the " Wollaston Estate," and said 
that he had been unable to find the will of Mrs. Wollaston, but 
produced a bond, executed twenty years after the will, and re- 
marked that it might be inferred from that document, that the 
bequest, was purely intended for boys and girls of the borough, the 
words being "in the borough of Walsall." A condition of the 
bond was, that the funds should be expended in " putting out, and 
placing, poor boys and girls of the town of "Walsall." This bond 
was dated the 11th of May, 1697. That the trustees of the real 
JBstate were J. B. Adams, J. Y. Barber, Arthur Adams, Charles 
Adams, Bupert Adams, S. Box, F. A. Edwards, J. Beddoe, and 
!Philip Perks Pratt ; and that when the trustees were reduced to 
three, fresh ones were appointed. In 1818, new trustees were se- 
lected, and others were added in 1846. According to the existing 
scheme, it had been found impossible to find a sufficient number 
of objects, on whom to expend the income ^l,^ and consequently 
a balance had been constantly accumulating. Many years since, 
a large amount of this surplus had been lost, by the bankruptcy of 
Messrs. Barber and Marshall, the bankers in whose hands the ftind 
was deposited. In June, 1851, a sum of 255Z. were invested in 
the funds, and the interest arising from this had raised the income 
to 73Z. A further balance of about lOOZ., were now lying in the 
Walsall Bank.. 

Mr. Mason, secretary to the estate, was next examined. He 
said that the expenditure, so far as it had gone, had been applied 
annually to the relief of the poor of Church Bicknell, and to poor 
widows of Walsall borough, the former receiving hl,^ and the 
latter 4Z. These sums were distributed, the former by the church- 
wardens of Church Bicknell, and the latter by the trustees, to the 
most deserving persons, chiefly necessitous widows, of whom fortyi 
in WalsaU, received an allowance of 2«. each. 

The Inspector observed that, according to the will, it appeared that 
a sum of 10*. only, should be divided amongst twenty poor widowsw 
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Mr. Stubbs here explained, that the increase from 10s. to 42., 
was in consequence of the property having increased in value, and 
the trustees were very carefiil in distributing it to those most 
deserving. 

The Inspector said that, in his opinion, the increased fund might 
be disposed of more advantageously, by dividing the funds, as 
originaUy intended by the donor, amongst twenty only. The over- 
plus to be devoted to schools, for the education of the poorer 
classes. 

Another bequest, under the same will, was for placing out 
children as apprentices. 

Mr. Stubbs here remarked, that the deed specified, that "this 
bequest was for the benefit of those residing in the borough only, 
not for the foreign." A specific sum was given for each appren- 
tice, but the amount varied from IZ, to 31. 10«. Nine boys had 
been put out as apprentices from May, 1854, to May, 1855. The 
total amount of premiums given was 19Z. The lowest in any single 
instance was 11,, and the highest Bl. 10«. In most instances the 
money was for the purpose of providing clothes, and other re- 
quisites for the apprentices ; but in some cases it was for the father 
who wished to apprentice his son, and possessed not the means of 
60 doing. The trustees, in all cases, freed themselves of re- 
sponsibility. 

The Inspector replied, that the funds were badly distributed, 
and suggested the propriety of establishing schools, for the educa- 
tion of the yoiing. He would wish to know, from Mr. Stubbs, if 
all the boys, to whom premiums were given, had actually been 
apprenticed. 

Mr. Stubbs answered in the affirmative, having himself attested 
the execution of the indentures. 

BOBEBT FABEEB'S CHABITT, (No. 1). 

Commission oflnqui/ry, in 1823. 

Eobert Parker, by will dated 10th January, 19th James I., 

(1624), bequeathed to the master, wardens, and assistants, of the 

Mebchant Tailobs' Company, in London,* 400Z., to be expended 

* The Mxxchaut Tailobs' Company, anciently styled " Taylors and Armourers," was 
incorporated in 1466, by Edward IV. This Company was re-inoorporated by Henry VTII, 
(who was a member thereof), in 1508, under the name of "The Vaster and Wardens of the 
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in the purchase of land and tenements, to pay 20/. annually to the 
poor of the parish of Walsall, and all the villages and towns thereto 
belonging, to be distributed for ever, at Christmas, in the nuuiner 
following : — ^to Great Bloxwich, the sum of 6Z. 13«. 4id. ; to Little 
Bloxwich, Gtescott, Harden, Oolepool, Eushall, Daw-end, Pelsall, 
Shelfield, "Wood-end, and Caldmore, the like sum of 6/. 13*. 4J. ; 
and the same amount to the poor of Walsall town. He also 
directed that the minister and churchwardens of the several places, 
and the overseers for the time being, should have a " conscionable 
care " that this money was given in accordance with his will.t 

It does not appear, however, that any lands had been purchased 
' with the legacy ; but the sum of 20Z., as the interest thereof, was an- 
nually received by the vestry clerk, from the Merchant Tailors' 
Company, and paid over to the churchwardens for the borough, 
who disposed of it in connection with the gift of John Parker. 

About the year 1820, the churchwardens of the foreign, con- 
ceiving that Bloxwich, and the hamlets in the foreign, did not 
receive their due proportion of these charities,— claimed from the 

Herohant Tailora, of the Fraternity of St. John the Baptist, in the dtj of London." More 
rojal and noble personages have been enrolled in this than any other City Goild, many 
kings and noblemen having received the freedom of the Merchant Tailors. Among the dis- 
. tinguished members of this Company, Sir John Hawkwood, a native of SiUe Hedingham, 
Essex, shines conspicuously. He was apprenticed to a tailor, in London, but before his ser- 
vitude expired, he was impressed fbr a soldier, and sent to France, where he displayed so 
much gallantry, under Edward III, especially at the battle of Foictiers, that he was pro- 
moted from the ranks to a captaincy, and received the honour of knighthood. On the peace 
of 1360, this brave knight became a leader of one of those bands of military adventurers 
called " Late Comers." Bamabus, the brother of the Duke of Milan, then at war with 
Mentua, invited Sir John Hawkwood to his assistance, and he achieved such distinction by 
his prowess, that Bamabus bestowed upon him his daughter in marriage, with a munificent 
. estate. Subsequently, Sir John aided Pope Gregory XII., in recovering the revolted Cities 
of Frovence, a service for which he was rewarded with the governorship of four towns. He 
next attached himself to the Florentine army, and dying in 1394, "after infinite victories 
obtained, and an incomparable renown amongst all men," was buried with high honours in 
the great Church of Santa Croce, at Florence, and a monument was raised to Ms memory 
by order of the Senate. Sir Bichard Blackwell, a fellow apprentice with Sir John Hawkwood, 
and a member of the Merchant Tailors* Company, was also a gallant commander, and 
knighted for his services by Edward III. This Company expends more than £2,000 
annually on charitable purposes. The motto of the Company is " Concordia parva res 
creacunt." (Illustrated London, by W. Gaspey— Tallis's Ed., Vol. U., p. 196). 

-f Eushall, Daw-end, and Pelsall, are here enumerated among the villages and towns 
belonging to the parish of "Walsall," in which the testator appears to have been under a 
XDiitake. Pelsall is a ohapdry in the parish of Wolverhampton, Bushall is a distinot parish, 
and Daw-«nd a hamlet in Eushall parish. There is little doubt, however, about Eoahall 
having been a part of the parish of Walsall, 

X 
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dbuichwardens of tlie boxooghy an increase payment, amoanting^ 
to 18Z. ld«. 4td^ calculated upon the principle of giving to Great 
Bloxwich, one-third of Bobert Parker's gift, and on&-third of Joh» 
Parker's, {including in the last item, the four handets of Little 
Bloxwich, Harden, Ooscott, and Colepool) ; and dividing another 
third, equally among the ten places mentioned in Bobert Parker'» 
Tdll, seven of which are hamlets in the foreign ; and also a third 
of the distributable portion of the gift, among ^e sis places^ 
specified in the benefaction table, as entitled to one share of John 
Parker's charity, four of which are hamlets in the fcHPeign. The 
diurchwardens of the borough admitted the fSumess of this claim 
and allowed it in account, (there being an open account be-^ 
tween the officers of the two divisions of the parish), and proposed 
that such course should be followed in future. 

The report states, that the pcHrtion of these charities belonging 
to the poor of the borough, was given away in gowns and chemisea 
to poor old women, principally widows. Forty of each yearly ; the 
persons being selected by the churchwardens, who kept a list of 
them, making alterations therein, as they might see occasion. The 
produce of two other charities, Syveme's and Webbe's, was added 
to the fund for providing this clothing. 

The portion assigned to the foreign — ^after deducting the sum of 
twenty shillings, which was carried to the churchwardens' accounts 
for the repairs of the chapel — was distributed among the pocwr 
generally, without any particular reference to the shares of the 
respective hamlets. It was given away, together with other charity 
money, at one distribution, in the course of the spring, at Bloxwich 
chapel, or at the workhouse, in sums varying £rom one to five shil- 
lings, according to the merits and necessities of the applicants. 
Old persons and widows were principally selected. 

OPINION or THE COMMISSIOITEBS. 

" The principle of apportionment may be considered aa defective ; 
inasmuch as it gives equal sums to each of these hamlets and 
towns, without referonce to the difference of their population. If 
any variation can be made upon this consideration, we conceive 
that it can only be done by consultation among the parish officeva 
of the different places, grounded upon their local knowledge. 
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• ** The payments to the different ministera, are made when applied 
for ; but there were, at the time of our examination, Bome arrears 
due to eadi of ihem, in the hands of the churchwardens. It does 
not appear that any particular sermons are now preached in re- 
spect of these payments.* " 

BEITEFACTIOV TO THS OBaANIST, (No. 2). 
By said will, (10th January, 1624), Bobert Parker bequeathed 
anotiier sum of 1002. to the Merchant Tailors' Oompany, upon 
condition that lands and tenements should be purchased, '' to pay 
4/. yearly, at Christmas, to the organ player in Walsall Church, and 
20«. to his man who bloweth the bellows." This money was not 
laid out in land, but 5h per annum, as the interest thereof, is paid 
by the Merchant Tailors' Company, to the organist of the parish 
church, whose salary is made up by an annual collection at the 
church. 

GIFT TO OBEAT BLOXWICH, {So. 8). 

Bobert Parker, by same will, gave to Great Bloiwich, where he 
was bom, and to the chapel there, one leasow, or pasture of land, 
called Ley Kaye, in "Woodhall Pield, upon the condition that the 
poor of Great Bloxwich, old men and women, such as had most 
need and were past labour, should have twenty shillings every 
quarter of a year for ever, out of the yearly profits and rents. ; the 
Femainder of the rents to be appropriated to repainng the chapel, 
and keeping the clock thereof in order. 

The Commissioners, in their report of 1823, state : — ^* The Ley 
Kaye consists of five closes, numbered in the map of the foreign, 
791, 794, and 804, and stated therein to contain together 13a. 
8b. 34if. About a quarter of an acre more is occupied by the 
Wyrley and Essington Canal, which rims through the land, and 
for which the Canal Company pay a compensation of 21. a-year to 
the tenant." 

** The land is let by the chtu-chwardens, at the annual rent of 20/., 
for a term of fourteen years, from Lady-day 1820. The tenant 
liad not executed the lease, nor paid any rent, at the time of our 
examination, but he had promised to do so. The rent ap- 
pears to be a fiiir one. The previous tenant held the land at the 

* The payments here alluded to, refer to John Parker's charity. 
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iteut of 25Z., but he was unable to pay the same. There is also im 
allotment of land, of about four acres, in Essington Wood, held 
under the Essington enclosure act, at a yearly rent of 42. 10«." 

Becent Inquiry, (June, 1855). 

Mr. Joseph Green James, the late legal adviser to the trustees, 
was first called upon to give evidence in this case, which exhibited 
misapplication and expenditure of the most reckless and disgraceful 
character. He said that on the 11th of August, 1838, the church-* 
wardens granted a lease of the charity estate for fourteen years, to 
James Smallman, at a sur&ce rent of 20Z., and a fixed minimum 
royalty of 120Z. An information was filed at the relation of 
Thomas James, and afterwards changed to Edward James, against 
the churchwardens for the time being — ^the cause being called 
"the Attorney-general v, Bealey," — ^to establish the charity, for 
the conveyance of the legal estate from the heir-at-law of the sur- 
viving trustee, to new trustees, and for a scheme for the adminis- 
tration of the funds accruing from the lease of the mines. In this 
suit he, (Mr. James), was solicitor for the trustees, and Mr. Hinch- 
cliffe was solicitor for the parish. An application was made for the 
appointment of receiver, after the answers were in, and the suit, 
which had now become (if it had not originally been) hostile, a 
long contest took place in the master's office, on the appointment 
of a receiver, and subsequently on the choice of trustees. The 
scheme was also the subject of much contest. 

Mr. James, in answer to questions by the Inspector : — " I was 
solicitor for the receiver, who was four years in office — ^four ac- 
counts were passed. The receiver was discharged in the year 1849. 
I have no papers. Mr. Parkes was my professional agent, and after- 
wards Messrs. Fearon and Clabon. I have a letter from Messrs. 
Fearon and Olabon, dated 11th J\me, 1855, in which they say * the 
receiver was, as you are aware, discharged in the beginning of the 
year 1849,' (the letter was here produced). The moneys all passed 
through my hands, from the time the receiver was appointed, and 
during the progress of the suit. The endorsement (produced) to 
receiver's fourth year's account, is in my own handwriting. The 
receiver's salary was 201. per annum. In 1852, I was compelled 
to take the benefit of the Insolvent Act, and my cash books 
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imd ledgers were given up to the officer. All my papers are now 
in Brnningham. I applied to the officers for leave to examine the 
books, but could not do so. I sent a clerk to Birmingham, to look 
through the papers there for the bill of costs, and he could not 
find them. After the appointment of trustees, and before the 
secretary was appointed, the trustees received notice that the 
South Staffordshire Bailway would intersect the land, and I pre- 
sented a petition against the bill, in order that a better arrangement 
might be made. It would have stopped access to the canal, and 
the object was to make a better arrangement with the company. 
I presented that petition with the authority of the trustees. A 
bill of costs was incurred by me, of, I think, 68Z. I did not lead 
the trustees to believe that the costs would not exceed 6Z." 

Mr. Stubbs, the new secretary to the charity, was next examined, 
and stated that he applied to Messrs. Fearon and Clabon, in 1852, 
as to the funds in court, if any, but received no answer. An order 
was made in June, 1848, that the receiver should pay into the 
Bank of England, a certain sum of money, amounting to 240Z. 
158, 7d,f on or before July, 1848, and the next accounts, between 
25th December, 1847, and 25th December, 1848, amounting to 
185Z. 2«. 2d,, were also ordered to be paid in, making a total of 
425Z. 17s, 9d, There was no evidence to show that stick order had 
heen complied with. The payments for royalty and rents from 
September, 1838, to Lady-day, 1849, were 1,667Z. 10*. 4d. 

Mr. Wilkinson remarked that the total sum received down ta 
December, 1844, was believed to be, 474Z. Ids, Sd,, and the whole 
amount paid into court by the churchwardens, was 2001. 

Mr. Eglinton, in his examination, said : — " I was the receiver of 
this charity ; I ceased to hold office in the year 1849 ; I gave 
security ; my securities were, Mr. H. Hale, builder, Walsall, and 
Mr. Thomas Edkins, printer, Bridgnorth ; I had no order for my 
discharge; when the new trustees were appointed, I considered 
my power had ceased; I paid over the balances, from time to 
time, to Mr. James, as solicitor in the suit ; I had no knowledge 
after that, of what became of the money. 

Mr. James, (by the Inspector) — ^I don't know what was done, 
I left these matters more to my agent than to myself, if there were 
such sums received after the date of the order. 
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Mir. Islington, — the gross ftmount I receiyed was 928Z. 8«. 6(1. 

Mr. Wilkinson, (who had spent considerable time in endeavoiuv 
ing to trace in the books, entries of monies on account of the 
charity, but in vain), observed, in answer to a question by Mr. 
tiames, that it was quite evident 1,400Z. had been received from 
the date of the first lease, nearly 500Z. of which was unaccounted 
for, and in his opinion had found its way into private pockets. In 
the year when the first payment of 60Z. for the half year's royalty 
waa paid, 68Z. was given to Mr. Newman, by the then church- 
wardens, Messrs. James and Pratt, for services said to have been 
rendered by him, in the course of some legal proceedings, to which 
the churchwardens were parties, hut which had no reference to the 
charity, 

Mr. James replied that the subsequent costs should have been paid 
to him out of the 425Z. AH the money, up to the time of the bill 
being filed, was appHed to parish purposes. 

It appeared, from the Inspector's statement, that the whole of 
the money paid into court, had heen spent in the suit, being no lesB 
a sum, than 1,229Z. 16s, 5d. 

Mr. Joseph Curts, of Walsall, as the agent of Mr. Mellish, 
pays to the churchwardens of Bloxwich, the sum of twenty shil- 
lings yearly, which they carry to the account of the ftind dis- 
tributed in the manner mentioned under John Parker's charity. 

Prom the same source, the constable of the borough, (appointed 
annually by the Court Leet), receives a further sum of one pound 
^r annum, which he gives away on Good Friday, to sixty widows, 
in sums of four-pence each. 

JOHN FASKES'S CHABITT. 
John Parker, by will dated 3rd August, 1620, gave 20Z. yearly 
for ever, issuing and payable out of the manor of Langthome, in 
Yorkshire, to be distributed as follows: — " lOZ. to be divided within 
four days before Christmas, and lOZ. within four days before Easter, 
among the poorest inhabitants dwelling in Walsall, Eushall, Blox- 
wich, and Harden, and in other odd houses within the parish of 
Walsall, to every house, either 6s., or 6*. Sd., or 10*., according to 
the number which should be found to have great need thereof, but 
in no case less than 5s. a-house ; " and he devised for the preaching 
of sixteen sermons, St. yearly, 10*. a-sermon, four in the parish 
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church of Walsall, four in Buahall, and eight in the chapel oi 
Bloxwich ; also 40«. yearly, for repairing and keeping in order the 
said chapel, and chapel yard, making in all dOL per annum ; and he 
ftirther directed that "three honest men of Walsall, three of 
Bloiwich, three of Rushall, and one of Harden, should be trustees, 
to distribute the poor's mop^ey, and make choice of the preachers." 

By certain codicils to this will^ dated 8th August, 1625, and 12th 
Pebruary, 1626, these bequests were reduced to 201, a-year, and a 
moiety of the number of said yearly sermons, and also a moiety of 
the poor's distribution, were in proportion abated. 

By indenture dated 27th June, 1628, Nicholas Parker, of Bloi- 
wich, in pursuance of the said charitable bequests, and performance 
of a decree made in Chancery, dated 31^ May preceding, between 
William Ghilcott, gentleman, complainant, and the said Nicholas 
Parker, defendant, (in a suit, instituted among other things, for 
the establishment of the said charity), granted aud confirmed to 
Henry Stone, and sis others, their heirs and assigns, an annuity, 
or rent charge, of 20Z., issuing out of the said manor of Langthome, 
to be paid at Lady-day and Michaelmas, in trust, and to be dis- 
posed of in such manner as declared by the will of the said John 
Parker, with power of distress, if the same be unpaid for twenty- 
eight days. 

On an old benefaction table, the distribution of this charity is 

thus described : — 

£ 8. d. 
For four sermons, to be yearly "preached in Bloxwich Chapel, 

10s. a-sermon 2 

For two sermons, in Walsall Church, IDs. a-sennon 1 

For two ditto, in Rushall Church, 10s. Srsermon 1 00 

For the repaur of Bloxwich Chapel, yearly 1 6 8 

To the poor of Great Bloxwich, Little j^Bloxwich, Harden, 

Goscott, and Coalpool 4 17 10 

To the poor of Shelfield, Rushall, Daw-end, Wood-end, Caldmoor, 

Walsall, Towns-end, and other houses in lanes and places 

in the foreign 4 17 9 

To the poor of Walsall borough 4 17 9 

£20 

With reference to this division, the Commissioners, in their 

report of 1823, state; — "It does not appear when, or by. what 
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autliority, this specific division among the different townships and 
hamlets was first ingrafted, on the general directions given by the 
founder ; it has, however, prevailed far many years, and is still ob- 
served, nor does it appear to be inconsistent with the founder's 
intention. The odd houses in the parish, which he mentions 
among the intended partakers of his bounty, have probably formed 
the origin of the several hamlets, enumerated in the benefaction 
table." 

By the same report, it appears that the proprietor of the manor 
deducted 4iZ. for land tax, which reduced the distributable fund to 
161, This sum is paid over to the churchwardens for the borough, 
and carried by them into one account, with another charity given 
by Eobert Parker, making a total of 34Z. 9*., thus apportioned : — 

£ 8. d 

UNDER /-To the Vicar of Walsall 16 6 

JOHN PARKER»B -3 To the Minister of Bloxwich Chapel 1 7 

OHABiTY. (.TotheVicarofRushall 14 6 

Z' To the Churchwardens of Pelsall 1 17 

UNDER I To ditto of Rushall 1 11 6 

ROBT. PARKBR'a < To ditto of the Foreign of Walsall 14 

CHARITY. / To ditto of the Borough 14 

V Stamps and Postage 3 6 

£34 9 
The Oonmiissioners thought it diflficult to conceive upon what 
principle this apportionment was made, the amount of the sums 
appropriated to the different places, not appearing to follow any 
rule suggested by the terms of the founder's wiUs, especially in 
the application of so large a portion as 11. 17^., out of 6Z. 13«. 4(f., 
to Pelsall, one out of ten places, among which the sum was to be 
shared. 

. It appeared by the "Becent Injuiri/,'^ that the churchwardens 
took upon themselves to manage. the charity, though the donor, by 
his will, distinctly requires specific trustees. The Inspector said 
that new trustees should be a][^inted, and that he would take 
notice of it in his intended scheme. 

The TiSHLBT, Bewtlet Hjlt, EioHAjai) Stokb's, and Blthb 
Coat Sohool Chaeities, are all united under one body of 
trustees; and were — during the "Becent Inquiry'^ — ^taken into con- 
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£Bderation coUecttvely. It has been deemed adyisahle, ho^eT^er, 
before entering upon the investigatiQn, to notioe each, in 8^»4Mte 
order, according to former inquisitionfi. 

THE EXSHLET CHABITT. 

By an indenture, dated 21st November, 1657, between Henry 
Stone, of Walsall, of the first part, John Wollaston and others, 
of the second, and the mayor and commonalty of the borough 
and foreign of Walsall, of the third part, it is recited: — 
"William Parker, citizen, and Merchant Tailor of London, did, by 
his will, bequeath the siun of 200Z., to be employed for a stock, to 
set the poor on work, within the parish of Walsall.'* This amount 
was left in the hands of the Merchant Tailors' Company, who had 
paid the same to some of the parishioners of Walsall. It is further 
recited, that upon the demolishing of the minister church at Lich- 
field, the sum of 1002. of the money, raised out of the materials 
thereof, was allotted to the parish of Walsall, for the same, and 
other uses, and was procured by Sir John Wirley, Knight, and the 
said Henry Stone, two of the Commissioners for the disposing of 
the said money ; also, that the mayor and commonalty, with the 
advice of the Commissioners, could,not find a better way of setting 
the poor on work, without diminishing the stock, than by placing 
out poor children as apprentices, and had determined that the said 
sums of 200Z., and 1002., should be laid out in the purchase of land, 
and the rents and profits thereof applied to that purpose. It then 
appears that the said Henry Stone had purchased certain lands 
with the money) And granted the same to John Wollaston and 
others, upon trust for ever, the proceeds to be applied as aforesaid, 
one moiety for the borough, and another for the foreign. It is 
further shown, that one Eichard Prancis had surrendered to the 
said Henry Stone, his heirs and assigns, a close of land in Little 
Bloxwich, called the "Haunch," which the said Henry Stone, on 
the 11th August, 1^7, covenanted to surrender to the use of John 
Wollaston aud Qthers, for the like purpose as the freehold premises 
before granted. 

According to the JSepof^ cf ike (hmmisgioner^f in 1823, the 
property oompriied in this eonveyanoe, consisted of a house, and 
nine parcels of loud, represented on the corporation map to con- 

z 
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tain, d3A. 2b. 1p., situate in Little Blaxwich, and Norton, and 
another piece of 2a. 3b. 17p. in Great Bloxwich, about tweniy- 
seven perches of which were purchased by the Essington Oanal 
Company. 

The meadow called the " Haunch," which contained 4a. 2b. 4p., 
was exchanged in the year 1800, for another field, containing 4a.. 
3b. 13p., which exchange, appears to have proved beneficial to the 
estate. 

The lands in Little Bloxwich and Norton, and let to John and 
Thomas Cadman, produced a yearly rental of 50Z., which was con- 
sidered beyond the then value of the premises, and it was thought 
that the rent should be reduced. 

The field in GFreat Bloxwich, was let at 61. per annum, which 
was also considered an ample rent. 

The rents were applied, as far as practicable, in apprenticing 
poor children, boys and girls of the borough and foreign, but in 
consequence of the diflSculty experienced by the corporation, in 
procuring eligible masters, there was at the time of the inquiry, 
(1823), a balance in hands of 2651. 14«. M, besides an arrear of 
rent, due at Michaelmas, 1822. This balance formed part of the 
general account of the corporation, with their treasurer, and 
bankers, Messrs. Eorsters, who allowed no interest to the corpora- 
tion, on the balance of their account, but, if overdrawn, received 51. 
per cent. 

The customary premiums at this time, given with apprentices in 
the borough, were from 21. lOs. to SI. 10*. In the foreign they 
have invariably been 11. IDs. By the indenture, the master was 
bound to provide the apprentice with board, lodging, and clothing, 
and at the termination of the apprenticeship, to give hiTn a new 
suit of clothes. 

Erom the books of the charity, it appeared that in the ten years 
preceding Lady-day, 1821, there had been put out by the borough, 
seventy-four apprentices, with premiums amounting to 164Z. ; and 
by the foreign, one-hundred and thirty-two, with premiums 
amounting to 2021. 58. 

OPINION OP THE OOMMISSIONEBS : — 

" We cannot but regret, that a more efficient use has not been 
made of the funds of this charity. The principal cause of the non- 
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^ipplication of bo large a portion, seems to be the very low rate of 
premiums given, which must be insufficient to procure respectable 
situations for the apprentices. No reason is assigned for. the con- 
tinued adherence to these small sums, but, that they have been 
the customary fees, and that an idea appears to have prevailed, 
that the trustees were not authorised to enlarge them. If the 
children were not put out as parish apprentices, (which does nojt 
appear necessary, as the binding is altogether voluntary), and 
larger premiums were given, there seems no reason to doubt, from 
the information we received, that opportunities would easily be 
found of applying the whole income of the charity, and in a more 
beneficial manner than the present system can admit of. The 
truth of this appears to be acknowledged, and we trust that steps 
will be taken to place the administration of the charity on a better 

footing." 

BENTLE7 HAT CHARITT. 

According <to an indenture, bearing date 23rd April, 1702, be- 
tween Thomas Price, and Susannah his wife, of the one part, and 
Martin Pashley, and several others, all of Walsall, of the other part, 
a suit was pending in the Court of Chancery, between the mayor 
and commonalty, of the borough and foreign of WalsaU, and 
Thomas Lane, Esq., concerning the payment of 101, per annum, in 
consideration of their right of common in Bentley Hay, (then in 
his possession), for the use of the poor of the borough, pursuant to 
a decree formerly made in the Court of Exchequer ; and also that 
the same had been referred to arbitration, when it was awarded, 
that the said Thomas Lane should pay to the mayor, <&c., of the 
said borough, the sum of 220Z., to be laid out by them, for the use 
and benefit of the poor, in such manner as should be deemed by 
them most convenient, which sum was accordingly paid. The cor- 
poration agreeing to appropriate 1411, Is. 6d. of the amount, in. 
the purchase of certain premises, to be conveyed to the aforesaid 
Martin Pashley, &c., for the purposes stated. 

The said Thomas, and Susannah Price, in consideration of this 
1411, Is. 6d., enfeoffed, by direction of the mayor, &c., to Martin 
Pashley, &c., and their heirs, certain buildings, orchards, and 
lands, at Great Bloxwich, and a field, called " Woodhall Field," 
and other parcels adjoining, together with a croft, called " Lander's 
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Crdft," and all other tenementB of the said ThomaB, and Susannah 
Price, in Great Bloxwieh, upon trust, that the mayor^ &c. should 
receiye the rents and issues thereof, for the charitable uses before 
mentioned. 

By the Chmmmion of Inquiry^ m 1823, it would appear that it 
WIS not known what had become of the remainder of the 220Z., 
after paying for the purchase of this land. Nothing is found am- 
ipi qi^ijtg it in the books of the corporation ; but, from an entry in 
one 0£ tiie parish books, dated 241^ November, 1732, it appeared 
that a workhouse had been erected, for the use of the poor of the 
borough, and the Commissioners thought it probable, that it may 
have been applied in this buildix^. 

The premises conveyed by the «bove deed comprised, at the time 
•of this inquiry, only one house, of a very poor description, with a 
shop, and garden, and two closes adjoining, of about two acres ; 
also a parcel of enclosed land, (about two and a half acres), ad- 
jacent to Woodhall Field, but not abutting on the croft (or garden). 
This land, it was thought, answered to the two acres and three 
quarters, specified in the deed, as being in Woodjiall Field. 
However, that part of the field, (the whole of which was formerly 
open land), had been enclosed since the time of the grant. The 
enclosure therefore could not be identified with the original parcels. 
There did not appear to be any land belonging to the corporation, 
caUed Lander's Croft, but they held la. piece containing nearly four 
acres, the situation of which, answered the descriptim of the land 
designated in the grant by that name. 

In a map and survey of the lands in the foreign of Walsall, made 
in 1819, the first mentioned premises, viz., the house, shop, and 
garden, and the two closes adjoining, are numbered respectively as 
follows : — ^the garden, 693 ; one close, 692, containing 1a. 35p. ; 
and the other close, 695, containing 1a. 1e. 32p. 

The second parcels, adjoining to Woodhall Field, consist of two 
closes, one numbered 795, containing 3e. 20p. ; the other 796, 
cantaining 1a. 3e. The land answering to Lander's Croft is num- 
bered 673, and contains 3a. 3e. 32p.* The house, and two pieces 

• The Utter is situate on the high road at Bloxwioh, extending haok to Leamore Lane, 
and now let to Mr. Thomas Adams, on lease of fourteen years, oommenoing from 
March, 1844. 
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<£ land adjoining, was, at the time of the inquiry (1823), let to 
Matthew Sommerfield, from year to year, at the rent of 10^ 

A short time previous to the inquiry alluded to, an enclosure 
had been made in Bloxwich, under which the corporatien had 
agreed to exchange two acres, (part of the close of two and a half 
acres by Woodhall Eields), and other lands, with the Earl of 
Bradford, for some premises in the town of "Walsall. The then 
occupier of the close, Mr. Stokes, was allowed to hold the sam6 
without any agreement as to rent, the corporation having sus- 
pended making any, in consequence of the contemplated exchange. 
It was affirmed on the part of the corporation, that they had made 
the stipulation in ignorance of this being charity land, that they 
did not know with certainty what lands belonged to this particular 
charity, tifl the deed before mentioned was inspected for the pur- 
poses of the Commissioners' Inquiry. The land in question, and 
two crofts, were formerly held by the tenants of the house, who 
paid for the whole 16Z. a-year.* The other piece of land, answering 
to Lander^s Croft, is described as having been let to William 
Bichards, at the yearly rent of 101, 

IVom the produce of these rents, gowns of stuff, or cotton, were 
annually distributed by the corporation to poor widows, or some- 
times very old married women of the borough, The mayor for 
the year, and the mayor for the preceding year, managing the dis- 
tribution, and selecting the recipients. 

In the year 1821, a sum of 36Z. 3«., was expended in this di^ 
tribution, of late years it had amounted to about 202. Before the 
year 1807, the rent amounted to only 9Z. 10^. per annum, and 
since that time, the corporation had not received the whole pf the 
improved rents, through the insolvency of two of the tq^c^ants ; and 
had also laid out within the years 1820, to 1823, between 201, to 
30Z.,-in repairs of the cottage. 

The Commissioners found, upon careful inspection of the books, 
that in ten years, from 1812 to 1821, the actual receipts, after 

41 This exchange was subseqaently effected, and on fbe land so obtained, the house now 
oeonpied by Mr. Payne, wine and spirit merchant, High Street, and part of the Fig Mailcet, 
were erected. The corporation, howeTer, have to pay a roit dhai^^e of £ld a-year, by order 
of the Lord Chancellor, dated 7th February, 1840. This deed was ezeonted Uth 
Aognst, 1841. 
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allowing 251, lis. 6J. for repairs, amounted to 148Z. 28, 6d,f and 
that the expenditure for gowns during the same period^ was 1932. 
28. Bd., exceeding the receipts by 4AL Ids. 9d. A sum of 22. 68., 
derivable from the following charity, has also been made con- 
tributary to the supply of these gowns : — 

BICHABD STONE'S CHASITT, (OF WALSALL). 

According to an old benefaction table, Eichard Stone, of Walsall, 
gave twenty shillings yearly, out of a dose at Bentley, called " Park 
Brook Leasow," to buy coats at Christide for two poor people, and 
the Uke sum of twenty shillings, out of Bentley Leasow, for the 
like purpose, as well as six shillings yearly, to be spent on " the 
Mayor and his brethren," when they should meet to see his legacies 
performed. These sums, amounting in all to 21. 68. per fmrniTn, 
are paid by the proprietors of the Bentley estate, to the mayor of 
Walsall, or his agents, for these charities. 

!rhe OomnUssionerSy m their report of 1823, gave it as their 
opinion, that there was no specific application of this money, but it 
was considered as accounted for in the distribution of the clothing 
under the "Bentley Hay Charity." It did not appear to have 
been intended by the donor to be confined to the poor of the 
borough, but as it was in practice combined with the preceding 
charity, (which was so limited), it was classed under the borough 

charities. 

THE BLUE COAT SCHOOL CHABITT. 
This charity possesses a permanent income from the following 
sources, viz : — 101, per annum, paid by the corporation, as interest 
of 200Z., given by John Whittingham, in 1723.— By order of the 
Charity Commissioners, this legacy was, in December, 1854, trans- 
ferred to the "Municipal Charity Trustees." — 4jZ. 4j«. per annum, 
left by John Taylor, being the rent of a piece of land at Queen's 
Cross, near Dudley ; 101, per annum, paid by the corporation, as 
the interest of 300Z., left by Mrs. Crump, in 1848 ; and of 200/., 
left by Mrs. Curtis, in 1849. Also a donation of 50Z., from Francis 
Baildon Oerton, Esq., presented on the 31st May, 1854, with in- 
structions that it should be invested in some good security, the 
interest to be given annually, at Christmas, in equal proportions, 
to one boy and one girl, who, after due examination in Scripture 
and general information, (special regard to their moral and general 
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good conduct being observed), were found to have made the most 
satisfactorj progress during the previous year. The vicar and 
head master of the grammar school to be the examiners. The 
principal has been invested in three per cent, consols, and the 
scrip for the same is held by the vicar. The trustees are, the Bev. 
J. H. Sharwood, vicar, H. C. Windle, and P. Thurston, Bsqrs. 

The Becent Ingmry, (1855). 

John Burton, Esq., M.D., deposed that the '^ Mshley, SenUey 
Say^ 8tone*8, and the JBltte Chat School Ohemtiesy^ were under one 
body of municipal trustees, of which he was one, and that he was 
also appointed treasurer, in 1850. 

The entire income of the Kshley Charity was 52^., which was 
expended in apprenticing the children of poor and respectable 
inhabitants., A premium of 3Z. was paid with each boy apprenticed ; 
but, as the trustees confined it to in-door apprentices, there was 
a difficulty in finding boys to whom to grant it, as it was now a 
very genesral practice to take out-door apprentices, who received 
wages rising from a few shillings to about ten, and upwards 
per week, and this appears to be generally preferred by parents 
and boys. He, however, objected to the practice, as the boys, 
by getting wages themselves might leave their parents' control,: 
and the masters undertook no responsibility as to their moral 
conduct. There was a balance of 782. at the beginning of this 
year, and he, (Dr. Burton), thought that the present plan did not se- 
cure the full amount of benefit it might if otherwise applied. The 
secretary, Mr. Joseph Qreen James, received a salary of 15Z. yearly. 

The income of the Bentley Hay Charity was 37Z. 10«., which was 
spent in providing vrinter clothing for old women, but he, (Dr. 
Burton), feared that imposition was practised, owing to its being 
distributed by the trustees individually, some persons, it was said, 
getting two lots of clothes. He thought, if properly administered, 
this charity would be very useful. 

Stone's charity was expended in coats for old men. 

P. B, Oerton, Esq., (the mayor), here referred to the remark 
made by Dr. Burton, with respect to the Mshley Charity, "that 
there was an objection to apprenticing boys to masters who only 
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took out-door apprentices." He, (the mayor), could say, without 
fear of contradiction, that the masters who only took out*door ap- 
prentices, were, as a rule, £Eir more respectable than those who 
took in-door apprentices, their trades were more remuneratiye, 
the parents preferred putting their children to them as apprentices ; 
and, he added, his experience as a magistrate, showed most dis- 
tinctly that the great majority of complaints, with respect to 
apprentices, were made by, or against in-door apprentices, and 
arose £rom their being employed afber the hours of their regular 
work, to do various domestic work for the wives of their masters. 

Mr. Joseph G^reen James said, that he objected to appren- 
ticing boys to the factors, as they did not complete any article they 
manufactured, and therefore the boys would really learn no trade, 
and that it was impossible for any one to engage in such business 
without a large amount of capital. 

The Mayor entirely denied both representations, and challenged 
Mr. James to mention any case in which factors did not make 
some of the articles they sold. He mentioned a number of in- 
stances in which persons now occupying highly respectable positions 
had risen by their ability, without any capital to commence with, 
and maintained, that by confining the Eishley Charity to in-door 
apprentices, the trustees shut out its recipients from the moat 
remunerative trades in the town, in which out-door apprentices 
were almost exclusively taken. One of the most flourishing trades 
in the town, was that of a currier ; a journeyman in which, earned 
from 25«. to 45s. per week. Another important trade was that of 
brown saddlers, where all the capital a journeyman required, was 
tools which could be purchased for 25«., and with which he could 
earn from 25s. to 45«., or 50s. per week. Brushmakers, in wood 
and bone, got high wages ; and carriage lamp makers, of which 
there were several in the town, got 25s. to B5s. per week ; tinmen 
and gas fitters were also both good trades. In all these trades, 
a very large proportion of the apprentices, in &ct all, with a few 
exceptions, were out-door apprentices. Their hours of labour 
were fixed, and in times of great activity, they received extra wages 
for making overtime, while in-door apprentices were employed to 
do domestic service after leaving their employment. 
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Mr. Stubbs confirmed the truth of these representationa, firom 
his experience in connexion with the WoUaston Charity; boys 
being put out as out-door apprentices by the trustees of that chari^. 

The Mayor remarked that the practice of the Eishley Charity^ 
was only to have one copy of the indenture prepared, which was 
in a book, and in case of any dispute, the secretary of the trustees, 
(Mr. James, who at present resided at a distance), had to attend; 
the boy's master paying the expense of his visit. 

Both Mr. Ward, and Mr. Wilkinson, expressed their concurrence 
in the statements made by the Mayor, and the Inspector suggested 
the employment of the charity in exhibitions, open t<j, schools of 
all denominations, a plan of which Dr. Burton appeared to approve. 

Prom further evidence it was shown that the trustees of the 
Kshley Charity had, in 1848, received 460^., by the sale of mines 
under a portion of the estate, and that proceedings in Chancery, for 
powers to lease such mines, and the surface, and to sell a small 
portion of the former, had been instituted, by Mr. J. G. James, as 
solicitor to the trustees, and that the costs of the suit were 4597. 
6s, 6d,, thus leaving a balance of 14«. 6i., of the sale monies, for the 
charittf.* 

Mr. Wilkinson, (town clerk), asked for the minute book, conr 
taining the authority to commence the Chancery suit, and inquired 
if Mr. James, when he obtained that authority, had informed the 
trustees what the probable expense of the proceedings would be P 

Mr. James replied, that he had not, as it was impossible to foresee 
what expense would be incurred, although, (in answer to another 
question), he acknowledged that there was no opposition throughout 
the entire suit, 

[Prom such disciples of Lycurgus, " Good Lord deliver us ! ! "] 

Mr. James was then examined, relative to the Bentleg Jffag 
Charity, He stated that 2202. were acquired by the corporatioi^ 
in 1702, in connection with this charity, which sum was to be 
devoted to the benefit of the poor. Only 141Z. were so expended, 
leaving 79Z. undevoted to that purpose. 

It was stated that a workhouse was built, and it was supposed, 
out of these funds, but there was no distinct proof to that effect. 

• The cwta were taxed at iS378, and the taxing amoonted to £80 6e. 41. 

JLJL 
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' Mr. James said, even if this were so, it would be an improper 
mode of appropriating the money, and he thought the corporation 
ought to be called upon to make over a rent charge to this amount 
ito the municipal trustees, to whom he was secretary. 

The Mayor and Town Clerk intimated that there must be some 
proof, ftirther than a mere statement that this money was wrongly 
appropriated, but if it was plainly proved to be so, the corporation 
would doubtless be prepared to give a bond for that amount. 

It appeared that the workhouse was ordered to be sold, on the 
new poor-law passing. That subsequently a lawsuit ensued, in which 
Mr. James was engaged, on the part of the trustees, and the pro- 
perty was swallowed up hy the costs of the suit, A house had been 
originally left to the corporation, by Thomas Harris, chargeable 
with a payment of 4Z. a-year, to the organist of the parish church, 
and called Habbis's Gift. This house was given for a workhouse, 
the corporation still paying the 4Z., and when it and other premises 
which had been added to it, (as the workhouse required to be en- 
larged), were directed to be sold by the new poor-law commis- 
sioners, (the proceeds to go towards the quota of the borough of 
Walsall, for the erection of the new union workhouse), the muni- 
cipal trustees, for whom Mr. J. G. James acted, claimed the whole, 
and a Chancery suit followed, to which the municipal trustees, the 
corporation, and the overseers were parties. The case was heard 
in January, 1846, and the Master of the Eolls ^ected that the 
property should be sold. It was disposed of for 220Z., which sum 
was paid into court, its value having decreased greatly from dilapida- 
tion, during the progress of the suit. When the suit ended, the 
master decided that the costs of aU parties should be paid out of 
the estate, which absorbed the whole of the funds, 

[It is needless to add that the effect of these proceedings has 
been the total destruction of the charity.'] 

By further evidence, adduced in the course of the examination, 
it appeared that the Fishley JEstate consisted of a dwelling-house, 
and forty acres of farm land, although it had been represented to 
contain only 37a. 3b. 37p. That one portion of this property was 
let to John and Thomas Cadman, from year to year, at a rental of 
46Z. ; and another, consisting of a plot of land, (on]y 8a. 5f.), was 
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detached from the rest by the Essingfcon canal, for which was paid 
6Z. That the rent of the farm had at one time been 601., but it 
had been deduced to 46Z. foi^ many years. That by a valuation 
made in 1851, (and which was produced to the Inspector), the 
surface rent was valued at 42Z. That a report was submitted to 
Chancery, in 1847, affirming the lease of the Mshley Estate, at the 
rate of 1*, Sd. for coal, and Is. lOd. for ironstone, for a term of 
forty years, at the minimum, rent of 501. per quarter, or 2001. per 
annum, (exclusive of the surface), and at a rent of 601. for the 
buildings, and surface land, and Si. 10«. per acre for every acre of 
the colliery, and that such report was confirmed. That applications 
had since been made for leases of the mines, but not on the terms 
settled by the court, and no offers had been received for the land 
at the present price ; nor had anything been done under the con*- 
firmed order of the court, except making publicly known that the 
land was to be let. 

That the master also found that the mines under a detached 
piece of the Fishley Estate, and under the lands of the Bentley 
Hay Charity, should be sold, at certain prices. Under this 
order the mines beneath both, were put up for sale, by auction, 
on the 16th May, 1848, but were not sold, the biddings being 
under the reserved prices ; subsequently, the mines under the de- 
tached portion of the !Pishley Estate, containing 3a. 5p., were sold, 
(as before mentioned), for 460Z., and a lease was granted of the 
surface, for forty-two years, to Mr. WiUiam Ward, at the before- 
stated rent of 61. yearly. 

That in 1798, the corporation of Walsall sold to the proprietors 
pf the Birmingham Canal Company, that part of the site of the 
canal which crosses this portion of the estate, and also a small 
piece of land, on the south of the canal, which was cut off by the 
same, for a sum of 74Z. lOs. ; but that there was no evidence to show 
that the corporation had accounted for thisfimd to the charity. 

That affcer the passing of the " Municipal Act," and by an otder 
of the Slst January, 1837, there was an appointment of eight trus- 
tees to the municipal charities. By the Court of Chaiicery, it was 
found that the "Organist Charity" was not included, and early in 
1841, a further petition was presented, for an appointment of 
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trustees to this cliarity, and for the supply of vacancies, caused by 
the death of two, of the eight trastees, as well as for an increase of 
the number. On that petition, the court appointed four new 
tnuitees, in connexion with the six old ones, for the whole of 
these chanties. The old trustees were John James, Eichard 
James, Joseph Cowley, Thomas Hildick, James Thomhill, and 
Charles Eyland« The four new ones, appointed in 1842, were 
Thomas Pool Brettell, William Smith, J. Burton, Esq., M.D., and 
Joseph Newman. 

The second petition also solicited new trustees, for Molesley's 
Dole, and the Bascotte Estate, but this was afterwards abandoned 
at the advice of counsel, inasmuch as it involved the question of 
the adverse title of the corporation. 

FOWLEK'S, OB THE BISSEHTEBS' SUHDAT SCHOOL CHABITT. 
(Recent Inquiry), 

The Eev. E. Myers, Unitarian Minister, attended to give 
evidence respecting this charity. It appeared that George 
Eowler, by will dated 30th June, 1699, bequeathed a close of 
land upon trust, and with the intent and purpose that the yearly 
rent of the property be received and disposed of, for " the teaching 
and instructing of poor children of the town of Walsall." The 
last appointment of trustees was on the 6th January, 1855, when 
Samuel Thornton, William Bowen, William S. Green, John Green, 
Eichard Corrie Bache, Henry Smith, William Myring, Joseph 
Dixon, John Wilcox, Thomas Stephenson, Hill Thornton, John 
James Melhuish, Charles Clifford, Timothy Kenrick, William 
Wills, James Eussell, together with John Day, and William 
Lowe, (who had since disclaimed the same trusts), were appointed. 

The original will, and all the deeds, describe the land as being 
in Windmill Eield, the boundaries of which are well fcuown. Mr. 
Wilkinson, (town clerk), observed that there was a singular fact 
connected with this charity. The will of the founder described the 
land as containing four acres, in the Windmill Eield, but the 
property had diminished down to 2a. 1b. 29p. Twelve years since, 
the close had been enclosed by a hedge on the south side, on which 
side Mr. John Eorster was the proprietor of part of the adjoining 
land. When the report of the last commission was made, Mi;. 
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Walhouse daiined fifteen yards, and his representatiyes had at the ^ 
present moment tweniy^one yards at the same place. 

Mr. Myres remarked that no one appeared to have been consulted 
or adyised, on the part of the charity, at the time that the fence 
was made. 

Mr. Forster, the present owner of the land oh the south, ac- 
quired the property by an exchange with Mr. Walhouse. Joseph 
Smith was the tenant, both of Mr. Eorster and the trustees, and 
the hedge was planted by Mr. "Walhouse, under the direction of 
Mr. Forster. The whole plot of land, if the new fences were out 
of the way, and if the measurement be made down to the old fence 
on the south side, would be 8a. 2b., which, (the Inspector observed) 
at least raised the suggestion that the whole was comprised in the 
original demise. The payment of 21. 2s. yearly, or some other 
rent or acknowledgment would seem to have been paid, in respect 
of the strip of land, now in dispute, on the south side. 

Under an order of the charity commissioners, the 2iL. 1b. 29p., 
were let to Mr. F. B. Oerton, on lease of ninety-nine years, com- 
mencing from March 25th, 1855, at a rent of 251, 

The Inspector said, that if the trustees thought fit to take steps 
for the recovery of the land, the charity commissioners would 
grant them a certificate. 

It was stated that the school, in connexion with this charity, was 
behind the chapel in Stafford Street, and was open every Sunday, 
morning and afternoon, and also every Thursday afbemoon. As 
many as seventy children attended on Sundays, being a greater num- 
ber than the school could comfortably accommodate. That the 
minister was the superintendent, and received a stipend of 5L 5«. per 
year for that duty. That it was in contemplation to enlarge the 
school, and build a new room over the present one, for the pur- 
pose of receiving day scholars ; the new school to be placed under 
government inspection. The old meeting house, in High Street, 
was sold about twenty or thirty years ago. The congregation then 
removed to the present chapel, the trustees of which were also 
trustees of the charity. 

With respect to the distribution of the charities for educational 
purposes, the Bev. C. Dunne, incumbent of St. Peter's stated that 
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his district was within the foreiga of Walsally and the mn- 
nicipal borough, and the population was about eight thousand. 
There were three schools, supported by subscriptions, sermons, 
and the payment of two-pence per week by each scholar. Four 
hundred and fifty boys, girls, and infants, attended. A new 
school was in progress of erection, which, when completed, would 
be speedily filled. One of the school-rooms was in a wretched 
state, from want of repairs. 

THE BOTAL FBEE GBAMMAS SCHOOL. 
Becent Inquiry, (1855). 

A large number of gentlemen were present during this investi- 
gation, among whom may be specified, E. B. Oerton, Esq., (mayor), 
S. Stephens, "W. Ward, S. Lowe, B. Jesson, H. C. Windle, 
C. F. Darwall, J. W. Newman, P. A. Edwards, S. Wilkinson, 
junior, (town derk), &c., Ac. 

The Inspector opened the proceedings, by saying that he had on 
the preceding evening spent three or four hours at this excellent 
institution, in which very material changes appeared to have taken 
place, since the report of a former commission of inquiry, in the 
year 1823. At the time that report was made, the Grammar School 
was conducted in Park Street, the Commercial School in St. Mat- 
thew's churchyard, and St. Paul's Chapel had not been built. 
In the year 1837, the system of the school was re-modelled, by the 
governors, at the suggestion, and under the direction of the Eev. 
C. P. Childe. The rules then drawn up were those under which the 
school was at present conducted. In the G-rammar School sixty-six 
boys were admitted, and in the Commercial School eighty-four. 
The chapel was built on land purchased from Lord Bradford. The 
chapel and the land cost about 3,000^., to provide which sum 
a portion of the stock was sold out. The master of the school 
was also the chaplain. All the seats were let, and the pew-rents 
amounted to upwards of 40Z. annually. A rental of 317. 10s. 
per annum, was abo derivable from portions of the land purchased 
with the site of the chapel. The South Staffordshire Eailway 
Company bought the premises in Park Street, in the year 1847. 
The governors then purchased a piece of land in Lichfield Street, 
<m which the present school was erected. They had also recently 
effected an exchange with Lord Hatherton, of the old school 
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premises and house in tlie churchyard, for a sum of 501., in 
lieu of two houses and gardens adjacent to the new schools in 
Lichfield Street. In the year 1844, four acres of land at Wood- 
end were sold by the governors, to the Birmingham Canal Company, 
the governors at the same time purchasiug from the company an 
equal number of acres near the same place. This arrangement 
was not quite completed, but the governors were in receipt of the 
rent of the land so purchased, and were also entitled to interest 
on the purchase money of the land taken by the company. The 
following sums in stock belonged to the charity : — 3,363?. 10«. 6^., 
and 2,979Z. Part of this amount arose from the sale of miaes, 
under land at the Birchills, and part from the surface. The 
dividend on the stock amounted to 174Z. 10«. 11^. The total in- 
come of the school was 8^3Z. per annum. There were, at the 
present time, three or four applications for admission into the 
Grammar School, and fifteen or sixteen for the Commercial School. 
Any boys residing in the parish were received in their turn, the 
qualification being, that they should be subject to the rtde that 
when two brothers were already in the school, a boy of another 
family should get the preference to a third brother. Practically, 
the benefits of the school were limited to the children of members 
of the Church of England. 

GHie Mayor said that he considered this involved a hardship, and 
illiberally interfered with religious creeds of different denomina- 
tions. He suggested that the boys should, (if the parents so 
desired), be liberated from the injunction of attending chapel, or 
learning the catechism; the only qualification being, that the 
parents should see that their boys attended some place of worship, 
according to whatever persuasion they professed. He had been 
spoken to by a gentleman, one of the magistrates of the borough, 
a Boman Catholic, and who complained that his children were de- 
prived of what he conceived to be their birthright, namely, a parti- 
cipation in the advantages of this school, by provisions with which 
he could not comply. He, (the mayor), was a member of the church 
of England, but he thought it his duty to bring these representations, 
as mayor of the borough, before the iospector. Similar representa 
tions had been made to him by Baptists ai^d others. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



186 BISTORT AND ANTIQUITIBS OP WALSALL. 

Mr. Wilkin£K)n here remarked that his father had applied to the 
Eev. Mr. Pugh, the head master, for the admiflsion of his hrother. 
Mr. Pugh replied that he could not become a scholar, without saying 
what was untrue, since he had never been baptised. A letter to 
this effect was handed in by Mr. Darwall, which had been received 
by the trustees, from Mr. S. Wilkinson, senior. 

The Inspector observed that, as the governors were present^ he 
wished to hear any observation they had to offer, with reference to 
the modification of Eule 7, which required every boy attending the 
school to attend St. Paul's Church on the Sabbath day. It had 
been suggested that this rule should be rescinded, as being of top 
arbitrary a nature, and that the boys of those parents who wished 
it, should be excused from that injunction, the only qualification 
required being, that the parents should guarantee their boys* at- 
tendance at a place of worship according to their own persuasion. 
He quite acquiesced in the suggestion, and hoped to find such a 
regulation would in future be carried out. 

B. JesBon, Esq., one of the governors of the school, said, that he 
yria opposed to any interference with an established, and in his 
opinion very necessary, restriction, and called attention to several 
provisions in the Act of Parliament, under which the Grammar 
School was administered, which, in his opinion, made it com* 
pulsory that the pupils should be instructed in the doctrines and 
principles of the "Established Church." The master was required 
to conduct service according to the ritual of the church, to catechise 
the boys and girls in the church catechism during Lent, everything 
in connection with the school required the sanction of the bishop 
of the diocese, the governors were required to be members of the 
church of England, and they, as at present advised, felt it incum- 
bent upon them to observe the provisions of the act. 

Mr. Wilkinson thought it was doubtful whether they were com- 
pelled to observe all the requirements of the act, if they were 
unsuited to the present time, and referred to section 68, which 
provided for altering any provision which might become incon- 
venient, or inapplicable, by an application to the Lord Chancellor, 
and probably the new " Charitable Trusts' Act " would enable 
them to arrive at it by a shorter process. 
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The Inapeotor remained thdt Sir Samuel Bamilly's bill, in 1,818, 
ga^6 a general power to the same effect as iAie section quoted^ 
The House of Lords^ hj an amendment, had limited the jurisdiction 
^f the charily commissioners, to charities not exoeediBg lOi in 
annual yalue, which would^ of course, shut out this charity. In a 
scheme elsewhere adopted, however, there was a clause giving 
power to ' exempt children from attendance at church on Sunday, 
and from learning the '^ Church Catechism," on the parents n>a.lring 
a written application to that effect, and engaging to provide for 
their religious instruction, and their attendance at public worship 
on the Sabbath. He conceived that there were many things to be 
found in old acts of Parliament, which it would be inexpedient to 
carry out in the present day. 

Mr. Jesson inquired whether the act of Parliament waa to 
be adhered to, or not. . He upheld the liberality of the institu- 
tion, by contending that, notwithstanding the injunction, .tiiere 
were many Dissenters whose children attended the school. 
, The Infipector said, that if it were so, one would suppose the 
governors would have to expurgate many things fipom their book. 
He tboaight the rule objectionable, and if it could be modified by 
the power vested in the charity commissioners, so as to enhance 
the benefits of the school, without rendering the gov^nors liable 
to a breach of the act, he did not see why they should object to 
avail themselves of the opportunity. 

Mr. Jesson replied, that even if they were so inclined, they 
could not agree to any alteration, without the consent of the 
biiihop ; ^d, as at present advised, they should adhere to the Act 
&£ Parliament. 

From a statement handed in, it appeared that the school was 
'Opened, both morning and afternoon, by the boys reading the 
4Beoond lesson, after which, some of the prayers from the Book of 
.Common. Prayer y^ece read, the pupils making the proper responses. 
The pupiJjB in the Grammar School learnt " Watts' Scripture His* 
.tory," and the younger boys, in the Commercial School, "Dr. 
M^yrsh's Questions on the Church Catechism." In Lent, as the 
'Statute directed, they were - publicly catechised in the " Church 
Catechism." There was generally a numerous attendance on these 

BB 
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occasionB. In order to cany out this catechising, it was necessary 
that the boys should learn the catechisin. This statement, which 
was drawn up by the Eev. J. B. Pugh, confirmed the observation 
made by Mr. Jesson, that the school already contained a number 
of boys, whose parents were Dissenters. 

Mr. Windle, another of the governors, remarked that the religious 
instruction was of a most catholic character, as might be premised 
from " Watts' Scripture History " being employed. 

Mr. Jesson thought the effect of the arrangement suggestei 
would render religious instruction in the school impracticable. 

The Inspector did not, by any means, contemplate this. He 
acknowledged that it appeared difficult to him to teach religion, 
without teaching some particular belief; still, he understood that the 
plan he had mentioned, was found to work without any practicable 
difficulty. 

Mr. Howard Fletcher, also a governor, observed that at present 
there were no vacancies in the school. 

' The Inspector said that certainly made a difference, as it might, 
perhaps, be presumed that those who were ready to comply vnth 
the established regulations of the school, had a prior claim to others. 

During the whole of the conversation, all parties bore testimony 
to the efficient state of the school, which Mr. Wilkinson- remarked 
made exclusion a greater hardship. 

The Mayor here drew attention to several complaints made to 
him, by parents, as to the chastisement to which their boys had 
been subjected. 

Mr. Jesson denied the practice of undue severity, and said that 
any complaint made to the governors, would meet with due attenticm. 

The Inspector then alluded to the general supposition, that 
the school was practically restricted to children of respectable 
parents, such, he was happy to find, was not the case. He was 
pleased to meet a boy with a square cap driving a milk cart. 
There appeared to be a want of educational provision in the dis- 
trict of St. Peter's, in which the G^rammar School had property. 
As the property was valuable, he recommended that the governors 
should set a good example to other proprietors, and contribute 
liberally to the schools there. 
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The Mayor further observed that the act rendOTod the property 
spplieable to girls' schools, of which there was a great deficiency 
in the b(»rough. 

The disbursements of the schools appeared as follows : — In the 
year aiding December, 1854, a sum of 559Z. 6«. 7^^., was expended 
in rebuilding and repairing buildings on the farms. Other repairs 
and unpaid rents were in process of being extended. At the last 
year there was a balance of 271. Is. The payment of 201. to the 
school in Walsall Wood, had been discontinued. 

A report made by the assistant-master of King Edward's School^ 
Birmingham, (highly praising the ability displayed by the pupils, 
and the gGDersA. tone of the school), was also read.* The Inspector 
then closed the inrestigation, by congratulating the governors on 
the efficient manner in which the institution was generally con- 
ducted, as well as its present very prosperous condition. 
STVEKH'S CHABITT. 
Becent Inquiry^ (1855). 

According to an old benefaction table, William Syvem, by will, 
(no date mentioned), gave to the poor of Walsall lOOZ., and several 
tenements in Birmingham, were also settled, for the payment of 
5Z. yearly for ever. 

It appeared that this sum of 5Z. was charged on freehold pro- 
perty, in Horse-shoe Yard, St. Martin's Lane, Edgbaston Street, 
Birmingham, and that the charity had been added to the gift of 
Thomas Welibe; both being administered together, by the church- 
wardens for the time being. Every Sunday eight penny loaves 
were given away in the church. These were paid for by a portion 
from Syvem' s charity, and a portion from Webbers gift. The 
balance was given in gowns, &c., to poor women every Christmas, 
together with clothing, under Henry Sone's charity. 
WEBBF8 CHABITT. 
JRecent Inquiry, (1855). 

Thomas Webbe, by deed dated 11th July, 1602, gave to John 
Curties, of Walsall, (then mayor), and eleven others, their heirs, 
and assigns, a yearly rent of twenty shillings, issuing out of Cow 
Leasowe, in Shelfield, in trust, to distribute among the poor of 
Wialsall, on G-ood Friday yearly for ever. 

• Vide Description of, "Grammar School," page 54. 
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It was tihown that this charity was distributed in eonnection 
with that of Syvem's. 

WILLIAM PASEEB'S CHABITT. 
Beeent Inquiry, (1855). 

William Parker, by will dated 24th May, 1618, gare to the 
master and ward^is of the '' Merchaat Tailors' Oompaay," the 
smti of 4O01,, in. trust, to purchase lands, and out of the issues nod 
profits thereof^ " to pay yearly the sum of 20/., to a minister to 
serve the cure in the chapel of Great Bloxwich, being a clu^l of 
ease in the parish of Walsall ; provided also, that such minister 
should live a single man, and unmamed, and should teach j&eely 
in the said chapel, or the dwelling-house (called the parson'^ 
house), the male ehildr^i of Great Bloxwich, Little BlOxwii^ 
Walsall, and Harden, and that the said minister be allowed by the 
Lord Bishop of Lichfield and Coventry, and be ta^n out of 
St. John's College, in Oxford, and be some of those who have been 
sent thither out of the Merchant Tailors' School, in London. And 
for want of such to be had from the said college, if there should be 
none fit or desirous of being placed there for the said stipend, then, 
the inhabitsants of the said town of Great Bloxwich, should make 
choice of one where they should find a fit man." 

It was proved that this annuity was regularly paid by the 
"Merchant Tailors* Company," to the incumbent of Bloxwich, 
who made yearly a report of the state of the schools; and that 
the amount was divided equally, between himself and the chapel 
«lerk. 

BIOHABD STONB'S OHARTtCY, (OF OAU>]COBE). 

On an old table of benefiictions, it is inscribed that Eichard 
Stone, of Caldmore, left an annuity of six shillings and eigh1>- 
pence, arising out of Palfrey Green Leasow, then in the possession 
of Henry Stone, Esq., — "such sum to be distributed in bread 
yearly to the poor of the borough." 

By the Chmmission of Inquiry, in 1823, it appeared that a dole 
of six shillings and eight-pence was formerly paid out of some 
pieces of land caUed " FuUbrook Land," adjoining Palfrey Green, 
of which sum, six shillings was expended in providing white bread, 
for the poor, which was given away by the vicar, — six-pence was 
paid to the vicar, and two-pence to the clerk. Li the map of the 
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foreign, the pieces of hnd vr&ee numbeTed! 1,501, to 1,505. The 
piece No. 1,501 adjoined land called Palfrey Ghreeh. No payment 
had been made by the occupier of this property, for many years, 
but the commissioners were of opinion that these lands were 
chargeable with the dole, and ordered that application should be 
made to the then proprietor, Mrs. Slack, to restore the payment. 

In the ''Recent Inquvry;' (1855), Mr. G. B. Stubbs stated that 
application had been made for a restoration of the payment, but 
that the appeal seemed to have been fruitless, for the command 
had not siace been complied with. The land was now occupied by 
a person named Wilks, a butcher, of Darlaston, who was tenant to 
the devisee of the late Peter Cotterell, of Lozell's Lane, Hands- 
Worth, near Birmingham, who had been ordered to give an 
explanation. Mr. Cotterell died about two or tkree years ago, 
and his will would probably have been proved at the Prerogative 
Court of Canterbury. 

The Inspector observed that it would be advisable to refer this 
case to the Attorney-General. 

WILCOX'S CEABIT7. 

By the report of the parish conunittee, in 1804, John Wilcox 
gave a sum of sixteen shillings, to be distributed by the vicar, to 
the poor of the borough. This amount was then paid by Mr. John 
Blakemore, of Darlaston, to the vicar of Walsall, out of a piece of 
land in that parish, called "Eadley Gutter Field." 

The Commissioners, in their JBeport of lS2d, state as follows : — 

" John Partridge Blakemore, Esq., of West Bromwich, informed us that 
he is i>wner of a piece of land, in Darlaston, called * Badley Gutter Field,' 
in which (but in what part of it he was unable to say), is a day's work of 
land, in respect of which, 14«. a-y^r has always been paid to the vicar of 
Walsall, for the poor. Mr. Blakemore does not know from whom this charity 
originated, nor is it mentioned in his deeds ; but he conceives, that the day's 
work of land itself, belongs to the poor of Walsall, and that the payment of 
14«* ifl, in fact, a reserved. rent, and not a rent ciuurg^ He engaged to 
ascertain, if possible, the exact boundary of the poor's land, and if he could 
not do so, to set out half an acre in ' Badley Gutter Field,' to be considered, 
in future, the portion belonging to the poor. It is highly desirable that this 
should be done, as there is coal under the land, which may become valuaWe*" 

" In consequence of the death of Mr. Pratt, the late vicar, we obuld not 
learn anything as to the actual distribution of the money, but a poper was 
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produced to us, in his hand writing, stating that the payment made by Mr* 
Blakemore was 14«. a-year, to be distributed to fourteen poor people, * in the 
parish of Bloxwich/ " 

Beoent Inquiry^ (1865). 

Mr. J. 0". James deposed that the land referred to in the report 
of the commissioners, was sold. The vicar and churchwardens of 
the parish of Walsall, and the churchwardens of the foreign, by 
deed, bearing date 2nd April, 1845, conveyed to Messrs. Adden- 
brook, Smith, and Pidcock, in consideration of 160?., paid to the 
parties of the first part, aU that plot of land known as " Walsall 
Charity Land," containing half an acre, or thereabouts, and being 
part of an enclosed piece of land called " Eadley Gutter Field." 

As there were no covenants for title, it was declared and agreed, 
that the purchase money should be forthwith invested in the names 
of the Eev. George Fisk, (vicar), and the churchwardens, and that 
those parties should afpply the dividends to the same charitable 
purposes, to which the rent charge was applicable. 

The conveyance stated that the amount of rent was twenty 
shillings, and he (Mr. James), thought it was possible that Mr. 
Blakemore increased the rent, but did not otherwise take any step 
to improve the portion of the charity land established. 

The sum named 150Z. was paid to the vicar and churchwardens 
of both townships, on the 10th April, 1844, and was invested in 
the purchase of 148Z. VJs. 8^., stock, in the names of the Eev. 
George !Pisk, John James, William Smith, and Walter Dudley. 

It was here observed that the stock stood in the names of the 
Eev. G. Fisk, Charles Foster, Henry C. Windle, and John James. 

Mr. Joseph Green James replied, that the gentlemen in whose 
names the fund was placed, executed a deed of trust, dated 8th 
June, 1845, but he could not ascertain in whose hands this 
document was, that it ought to be in the parish chest. The 
fimd would be conveniently managed in the names of the official 
trustees. 

Mr. Frank James: — "The dividend amounted to 9Z. 2«., and 
was received by the churchwardens, through the Walsall Bank, 
aUd placed to the account of the gowns and flannels which they 
distributed." 
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The Inspector : — •* The poor of the foreign do not receive any 
benefit from this charity. In order that their claims should be 
attended to, it would be necessary that some part of liiis ^ind 
should be paid to the churchwardens of the foreign of Walsall. It 
does not appear, however, from the information, that any part of 
the charity was intended for the foreign." 

SHAWE'S CHABIT7. 

Michael Shawe, by will dated 14th June, 1617, gave some closes 
called *• Shawe's Leasowes," at Towns-end, Walsall, to his cousin 
John Wollaston, to hold the same to him and his heirs, upon con- 
ditions, yearly for ever, to bestow upon the poor of Walsall, on 
Q-ood Friday, the sum of forty shillings. He further directed that 
a close, which was charity land, near Wood-end, should be sold by 
his executors for the term of three or four years, for, and towards 
the payment of his debts, and towards the funeral aad " bringing 
him home honestly," and that the surplus should be bestowed 
amongst such poor as should be at his burial ; and he willed that 
the inheritance and rents thereof, should afterwards come to, and 
amongst the poor inhabiting Walsall. 

According to the Gommissioners^ jReport of 1823, Messrs. 
Eorsters, bankers, of Walsall, as agents for Mr. Joseph Smith, 
the then owner of the property, had for many years given away 
this sum of forty shillings, charged upon "Shawe's Leasowes." 
This sum was distributed in bread to poor people, a shilling loaf 
to each ; and in the time of the late Mr. Forster, forty shilling 
loaves were given away in like maimer, every Good Friday, by 
tickets, distributed to persons selected by himself and friends. 
Since his death, the distribution had not been regularly made on 
Q-ood Friday, but generally a few days after Christmas ; and while 
bread was cheaper, eighty loaves have been so distributed. 

Nothing was known of the close mentioned in the last part of 
the testator's will, nor could the commissioners find that the rent 
of any such close had ever been applied to charitable purposes, 
neither did the table of benefactions, though of ancient date, 
notice the bequest. 

By the ^'Becent Inquiry, (1855), it appeared that this rent 
charge of forty shillings, was stUl payable out of Shawe's Leasowes, 
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^Mdi belonged U> Jaotd Hatherton. The fimd was formerly dis- 
tnbated under directions given by Mr. tTohn Eorster^ kte Lord 
Hafcherton'a agent. The vicar and mayor "were now inti^sted with 
the difitribntion. 

W&WB AND QOKWA.1PB OHABITIBB. 

John Dee, gentleman, of Walsall, by feoffment, in the town 
chest, dated 20th December, 1621, granted one meadow, called 
"Slmg Meadow," to feoffees and trustees, the rent to be paid to 
the vicar and constable, and their successors, for ever, to be appro^ 
priated by them as follows : — one shilling each to be retained by 
themselves, and the residue given to sixty poor men and women of 
the borofugh, on Christmas eve. 

By the Ckmrniadonerg* Beport, m 1823, it appears that the land 
mentioned in the above deed, and then in the occupation of Bamett 
Lowe, consisted of two pieces of meadow, containing in all 1a.4e.39:p. 
which it was said belonged to this charity. In the lease, two dis- 
tinct rents are reserved, the one payable to the lessor, the other, 
amounting to \l, 1«., for the purposes of the charity. 

The commissioners found that the sum of 11. 1«. was regularly 
paid to the constable of the borough, and by him distributed on 
<)hristma8 eve. It was generally called the "Widow's Groat 
Money," but often more than sixty had partaken of the dole. 

. By some means the original sum of 11. 2«. had been reduced to 
Ih 1«., but it appeared to them that the donor did not intend to 
confine his charity to the sum mentioned in the deed, but that the 
vyJiole rent of the Umd ouffht to he distributed. The annual value of 
the two closes was somewhat above 21., and they (the commis- 
sioners) trusted that the full value would be obtained, and 
distributed according to the previous intention of the donor. 

OOBWAY'S 0HABIT7. 

An old benefection table states : — 

' ** Mr. Thomas Gorway gave 2?., to be yearly paid out of his lands in 
<JRashall, and Bromwich, to the poor of Walsall, borough and foreign, on 
Good Friday." 

By the repoi^t of the parish eominittee, in lS04i, it appears that 
,John Nichdlfl, constable of the borough, received 1^. from the 
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widow Marian, of Daw-end ; and from Mr. Day, cosBtable of th^ 
foreign, the like sum of 11, This report is signed by Joseph Day, 
the said constable, who was one of the committee. 

AccordiDg to the Chmmission of Inquiry, in 1823, the money 
was given away on Good [Friday, to poor widows of the borough 
and foreign, two-pence to each : but nothing appeared to have 
been received by the constable of the foreign on this account, 
since the year 1811, although it was evident from the report of 
the committee, already quoted, that it was received, and distributed 
in, and before, the year 1804. 

The commissioners further state that an application by letter 
had been made to the owner of the property, who replied that he 
had given directions to' his agent, in Walsall, to resume the pay- 
ment to the foreign, finding, on investigation, that there was such 
a charge on the estate. 

On the "Becent Inquiry/^ (1856), Mr. Jos. Worrad was called to 
give evidence respectrag these charities. He said that he was borough 
constable, in the year 1854, and distributed the funds thereof, 
in the followiug manner : the amount of twenty shillings, left by 
Q-orway, was divided among sixty widows, (4id. to each,) on Good 
[Friday ; and the like amount, left by Dee, he divided, in like man- 
ner, on St. Thomas's day. He took care to bestow the charity 
on those only who were aged, or otherwise deserving objects. 

The money, on behalf of Dee's charity, was paid to him by 
Messrs. 'Bamett and Marlow, solicitors of WalsalL, as agents 
of the Eev. J. C. Hazledioe, the owner of the property. 

[Not the slightest notice appears to have been taken of the 
opinion given by the commissioners, in 1823, with reference 
to Dee's charity. If, as they thought, the whole rent of the land 
belonged to the charity, why were not some steps taken to aer 
cure the claim P Of what use are Commissions of Inquiry, if 
facts elicited are not turned to good account, and decisions prac- 
tically carried out P It is the bounden duty of the trustees, to 
see that this right should no longer remain dormant.] 
HINTOITS CHABITT. 

Eoger Hinton, of Eickerscoat, in the county of Stafford, by will, 
dated 5th February, 1684, gave to the poor of Walsall, borough 

CO 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



1^6 HISTOftY AND AKTIQtJITIES OF WALSALL: 

imd fbreign, a rent ckarge of fO. per ^nnttHi, and one-fifth of tlie 
Burpltts rents of an estate, at Biekerseoal, after the payment of 
this and other rent charges to othw places. 

According to the In^mOonf in 1828, these rents ware disposed 
of in the distributidn of gowns and ooats, to poor persons, of ihe 
borough, selected by the resident trustees of the ehari^. 0^ Om 
31st May, 1S22, there was a baknoe of 20Z. Is , which was distri^ 
bated in clothes, during the ensuing winter. The payment of 
these rents being yery irregular ; the trustees geneiiilly kept a 
year's balance in haad to provide for the winter's distribution, in 
case of any delay in the payment. 

IVom the evidence adduced on the "Heeent Jn^iryy^ (1856), it 
appeared, that Mr. J. Y. Barber, a resident in I^eamington, was th^ 
only surviving trustee, of those chosen to represent Walsall. Tto 
required number of trustees appointed in 1803, were forty-two. 
The amount received on account of this charity from I860, to 1864, 
indnsife, had been 124Z. 10^. 6c^., as thus shown : — 

£ 8. d. 

I860 , 27 13 4 

1851 20 10 8 

1862 , , 28 1 7 

1853 , 22 12 6 

1864 26 12 6 

These sums were paid to the secretary of the surviving Walsall 
trustee, who was also the secretary of Wollaston^a, and H, Stone^s 
OhariHes,* In the year ending January, 1855, the sum of SZ. 
10«. 6(?. was expended in elev^i cloth coats, and a further sum of 
14Z. 9*. 4<?., in sixty-two cotton gowns. It was here explained 
that the articles were made, on a written ordra* from Mr. Barber, 
to a dra|)er of the town, on receiving intimation from the seopetaiy 
that sufficient money wa«i in hands. That they were then sent to 
a lady named Wood, daughter of the last surviving trustee, and to 
whom Mr. Barber entirely left the administration of the trust, 
• when he ceased to reside in Walsall. The coats and gowns wete 
^ then distributed by her, to persons bringing tickets, from the trus- 
tees, of "WoUaston's** and "Stone's" charities. It also appeared 
that there was a balance in the Walsall branch of the Birmingham 
Banking Company, of 66Z' Ss. 9<Z., to the account of Hinton's 

•Mr, Mason, of Wafeoll, is the present secretary. 
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charity, the cheques on which were signed by Mr. Barber. It was 
observed that Mr. James Beddoe, one ot the trustees, had hitherto 
supplied the coats and gowns to this charity, which placed him 
in a position of buying from, and selling to, himself. 

The Inspector dremarked, that gach a system should b^ (Savefiziiy 
avoided, and would be obviated in the hew scheme 

It was stated that the Sum of 5Z., yearly, wad paid by Earl 
St. Vincent, to Mr. Bromwich, the baker, who supplied the bread 
for distribution, at the parish church, on Sundays. 

The Inspector was of opinion that there should be a provision 
in the trust deed, for the administration of the charity, in case of 
the death of the Walsall trustees; and observed, that he 
could not understand the condition by which this payment — which 
Would seem to be out of the Eickerscoate estate — was the payment 
fiwm the eatrl, St. Vincent. The 6L rent charge on the charity, 
did not ap^iir io be accounted for. He would recommend an ap* 
plication to be made to the "Gheneral Trustees" of Hinton's charityi 
on the dubject, for if that sum was received, it would be included 
in the general account. 

CHABITIBS OF HENET STONE THE ELDEE, AND fiSNBT 

STONE THE TOTJNGEB. 
Accordmg to the Commission of Inquvry, in 1823, the original 
documents by which the charity of Kenry Stone the elder was 
established, were not to be found, but their substance was given 
in a trust deed, dated June, 1779. This deed sets forth that 
"Hbkbx Stone, of Walsall, did in his life-time give, direct, and 
appoint, (whidi, from another docunHent, he appears to have done 
by deed pole, dated 19th September, 1639), the sum of 34^. 14*.^ 
to be paid yearly, for ever, out of his lands, <fcc., in the parish of 
VTalsaU, and also in the parishes of Castle Bromwich and Tardley, 
in the counties of "Warwiok and Worcester, and to be disposed 

of m the manner fddowing," viz: — £ b. dv 

" To be divided in equal proportions, on Christmas Eve and Good 
Friday, amongst sooh of the poorer sort of householders, in 
the borough and foreign, as shall attend church, and be 

reputed honest livers 13 

For the repairs of Walsall church, and of the gallery therein, which 

said donor had in his life-time erected 3 

Carried Forward 16 
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£ s. d. 
Brought Forward 16 

To purchase twelve coats and twelve gowns, for twelve poor men 
and women of the borough of Walsall, same to be dis- 
tributed on Christmas Eve, yearly 7 10 

For bread, to be distribued every Sabbath Day, to the same poor 
men and women to whom the^coats and gowns should be 
given 5 4 

For an annual banquet for the heirs of the said Henry Stone, and 
the trustees, their heirs, and assigns, at their yearly meet- 
ing, to examine the aecounts and perform the trusts ... 2 

For the maintenance of a sermon, to be preached monthly^ by an 
orthodox Protestant minister of the Church of England, the 
.first Tuesday in every month 3 

To the minister of the parish church of Cannock 10 

£34 14 

The lands and premises charged with this annuity, were after 

the death of Henry Stone the younger, disposed of in separate 

parcels, and the rent charge appears to have been apportioned 

among different parts of the property, in the following manner : — 

& s. d. 

1. — Upon the premises at Castle Bromwich and Yardley 17 14 

2.— On land at Coal Pool 7 

3. — On a house and land at Bloxwich 3 

4.— On the close called the Lower Pannels 7 

£34 14 

Extracts from the Commissioners' Eeport : — 

" The property of this land in Coal Pool, is involved in much obscurity. 
It seems that the trustees have formerly acted as landlords, and let the land 
for 71. per annum. It is so stated in a letter from Mr. Hodgkins, solicitor to 
the trustees, dated 4th November, 1795, which is corroborated by an entry in 
the trustees* accounts for the year 1778, of *one guinea received for three 
trees, felled on the estate at Coal Pool.' Mr. Hodgkins suggests, in the letter 
alluded to, that the land might have been given up to the trustees, by some 
former proprietor, who thought it not worth the 72., charged thereupon. The 
present occupier, Thomas Ward, claims it as his freeeold, by long possession 
in his wife's family. 

'*From a memorandum in the accounts of Mr. Jacob Smith, who was 
managing trustee from 1779 to 1801, it appears that the premises at Bloxwich 
were let by the trustees, for twenty-one years, at 3Z. a- year. 

** We cannot discover by what right the trustees assumed to act as land- 
lords on this occasion, nor can any conjecture be offered on the subject, ex- 
cept such as that before suggested, with respect to the land at Coal Pool. 
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' ** From documents in the possession of the trustees, it appears that 7l, 
ti-year was paid in the years 1751, 1752, and 1753, by a family of the name 
of Stubbs, in respect of land called the Pannels, but no trace of this payment 
is found subsequent to that time ; and the local situation of this portion of 
the property, was supposed to be a matter of much uncertainty. 

" In 1798, a Chancery suit was commenced by the trustees, to enforce this 
payment of 7Z. out of the property called * Lower Pannels,' as the proportion 
of the annuity of 34L 14s. This suit appears to have gone on for seTeml 
years, when the bill was amended, by making the children of the four de- 
fendants parties thereto, but no further proceedings appear to have taken place. 

" Several depositions were taken in this suit, from which it would appear 
that the ground called the * Lower Pannels ' was well known, and was called 
by some of the deponents * White Bread Piece,' or ' Third Pannels.'* 

*' This evidence appears to us sufficient to identify the land called ' Lower 
Pannels,' with a field now called * White Bread Piece ; ' one undivided fourth 
part of which was purchased by Mr. John Adams, from Mr. Thomas Devey 
Wightwick, and the other three-fourths were the property of the late Mr. 
Joseph Stubbs, of Perry Barr, and now belong to his devisees. We see no 
reason why the proprietors of this field should not be called upon for the 71, 
per year, now unpaid, of Henry Stone's annuity, and which appears, on the 
division of his property, to have been to this part apportioned. 

" For some time previous to the year 1815, the affairs of this charity ap- 
pear to have been most irregularly administered. Upon the death of Mr. 
Jacob Smith, in 1801, (during whose superintendence the charity seems to 
have been well attended'to), a balance of 602. 12«. lOd., then in his hands, 
(not including 61. a-year, given by Henry Stone the younger, of which he 
kept a separate account), was paid over to Mr. Hodgkins, the solicitor to the 
trustees, who received on account of the charity, between that time and 1806; 
1802. 4«. ; of the application of which sum, no trace appears in ths trust ac- 
430u/nt8, exc^t 11. paid to Mr. BvU, for preaching. Between this time and 
1808, Mr. C. Blackham appears to have received 852. 2«. Si., on account of 
the charity ; no part of which was applied to charitable uses, hut 111, lbs, 
which was paid to one Wilaon, a solicitor, (prohahly for professional servicesj, 
leaving a balance at the bankers of 672. Is. 3d, From 1808, to April, 1814, 
Mr. Samuel Wilson received (including the last balance), 2562. 48, 6d., of 
which he eacpemded, in occasional distributions, only 502. 8«. lid,, and ihe 
balance f amounting to 2052. lbs. Id, was afterwards lost by his insolvency. 

" In 1815, the management was undertaken by Mr. Thomas Pearce, as 
agent for the truBtees, and, under his care, again became efficient. 

" In 1823, the application of the income was as follows : — For providing 
coats and gowns, generally for nine poor men and women — the number, 

• In the Fabish Bbpobt of 1804, it is stated that Mr. Hodgkins was the attorney in 
this snit, and that the rents of the charity were received and stopped by him, till the whole 
costs were paid. (Seport of the Committee of Inquiry, 1804, p. 9). 
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howerar, varies— the cost of these averaged about 122. Sums of 2«« 6<2. each 
distributed to poor persons at Christmas; the amount varies aeoording to the 
number of recommendations; the largest given hy Mr. Pearce was 14i. 
lbs. 7d*t and the Mnallest Si. 69. ; when the distribution of clothes cost bat 
little, more has been given away in money, and vioe versa; the objects of the 
eharity were chiefly widows. (The poor of the foreign were included in these 
benefactions.) 12. per year paid to the minister of Cannock. 22. for the 
banquet, and 22. 2«. to the secretary, which formed the whole of the expenditure. 

'* The 32. per year for repairing Walsall church was omitted, as well as the 
32. for sermons. It was proposed to the late vicar, that he should preach the 
sermons, and receive- the amount, but this he declined doing. 

"The two shillings worth of bread, formerly supplied weekly under Mr. 
Smith's administration of the charity, and given away in the church ac- 
cording to the founder's direction, had also not been resumed." 

The ^^Eeeewt Inquiry " into this charity, was merely a reeapitu- 
latiotiL of th6 f(M*egoing particuLirs. 

The present trustees are James Beddoe, Bnpert ^dam«^ Jeeepk 
Wood, 1». P. Pratt, C. F. Cotterill, J. B. Adams, J. H. Ctii*ti», 
E. E. Stanley, Arthur Adams, Howard Hatcher, P. A. Edwards, 
W. Harrison, Prederick Thurstan, and Henry Brace. 
CHABITT OF HSHBT STOKfi TH£ TOUVGES. 

This charity is a f ent charge of 5Z, yearly, upon eertam premues 
at Castle Bromwich, in Warwickshire, and Tardley, in Worcestw- 
shire, from which a part of the annuity given by Heiiry Stone the 
elder is also paid. The premises were conveyed by deed, bearing 
date 6th March, 1777, eipressly charged with the aforesaid pay- 
ment, to he employed in buying, making, and providing five eoati^ 
a&d five gowns, of serviceable cloth, for as maay poor men aod 
Women, of the borough of Walsall ; same to be ddivered to thffltA 
on the 25th December, yearly. 

It appeared that since the decease of Mr. Jacob Smith, in 1801, 
this charity had been disposed of in connection with that of Henry 
Stone the elder. 

HICH0LA8 FABK£&*S CEABITY. 

By an inquisition, taken at Cannock, on the 5th September, 
22nd Charles II. (1671), under a commission of charitable uAed, 
it was fbund that Nicholas Parker, by his will dated 25th March, 
1627, devised to his kinsman Nicholas Parker, certain lands in 
Bloxwich, Eushall, and Aldridge, directing that 4?. should be an- 
nually paid for ever, out of the said lands, as follows ; — To the 
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poor of Eushall, IZ. ; towards repairing the parish church of 
Walsall, 2L ; to the poor in the hamlets of Great Blorwich, 11. ; 
such sums to be paid severally, to the minister and churchwardens 
of the said places. It appeared, however, that one <^ the gHls, 
vie., the 21. left for repairing the church, had been withheld by the 
devisee, since January, 1651. 

According to the (hmmission of Inquiry, m 1823, the benefac* 
tion to the poor was recorded on an old tablet, upon which was 
ftlso the following :-^ 

'* NidioUs Parker, by his will, gave 40s. yearelj, towards the repair of the 
parish ohuYoh^ of Walflall--'to ease the poor inhabitants of their leveys-^ont 
of land called Peakers, whioh Mr. Hawe has upon condicions." 

The Commissioners report thereon, thi*s :— 

" The annual sum of forty shillings out of Peak House, on the Birmingham 
road, near Walsall, appears to have been paid thus :— twenty ahiUings to the 
churchwardens of the borough, by whom it is carried to the general account, 
and twentp ahiUmgd to the foreign, by whom it was given away in small sums, 
to such of the poor as seemed in most need. In 1779, a person by the name 
of Wood purchased these premises, with others called the * Hind-field,' and the 
' Long-field,' which were conveyed to him free of all incumbrance, except a 
yearly rent of forty shillings to the poor of Walsall \ and among his title deeds 
was an indenture, dated 22nd January, 3rd Charles I., whereby John 
darkfloca conveyed to William Hawe two closes, with a barn thereupon, 
called * Peakers,' in the Wood-end, which the said John Clarkson had, by the 
gift and devise of Nicholas Parker, with a covenant against incumbrances, 
except the yearly rent of forty shillings before stated. 

'^ Our opinion is, that the rent charge mentioned in the indenture, is the 
same as that recorded in the first inscription, on the benefaction table as 
before stated, and erroneously supposed to have be^i givmi fov the repair of 
the church ; and it appears to have beeB a different bequest from that men- 
tioned in the inquisition, which is there stated to have re^iuiuded in the haiu^ 
of Nicholas Parker, the nephew and devisee. Under the head of charities in 
Rushall, the churchwardens of that paiish receive twenty shillings annually, 
firom premises there, fhrmerly belonging to the Parker family, and most 
probably derived ftom -this benofaetion^" 

During the ^^ Recent Inquiry, ^^ (1866), nothing fnrther traaospired 
with lel^eooe to ^s particuifir charily, but it was »tated that, 
under the will of Jek» 8. MokolM Fark&r, 4 sum of 161. 10^., be- 
queathed to certain schools, See., in the town, had be^i lost fokr 
same tuna The Inspector, however, was inclined to t^tnk that 
this charity was recoverable. 
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WHEATS'S CHABITT. 

William Wheate, of the city of Coventry, by will (date un- 
known), gave and devised to the then " Mayor, and his brethren," 
the sum of 20Z., to buy land, the rent whereof to be given for 
preaching four sermons, yearly, in Walsall Church, viz: — on 
Tuesday in Easter week, and on Tuesday in Whitflun week, on 
St. John the Baptist's Day, and on the Eeast of the Circumcision. 

By indenture, dated 18th September, 16th James I., one John 
Clarkson, in consideration of said sum of 20Z., enfeoffed and cont 
firmed to the then mayor and others, a close in Wood-end, to hold 
the same, upon the trusts declared by the last will of the said 
William Wheate. This close was subsequently divided into two, 
containing together 2a. 3e. 23p. 

In the Chmmissioners* Beport of 1823, it is stated that this land 
then produced a rental of 8Z., yearly, which the vicar for the time 
being received. It appeared, however, on the " Beceni Inquiry ^^ 
that nothing had been paid from this charity for some years. 
The case was submitted for further investigation. 

CUBTET'S CHABITT. 

By indenture, dated 13th April, 16th Jamefb I., it is witnessed 
that Ellen Curtey's, in performance of part of the will of her late 
husband, John Curteys, gave an annuity, or rent charge of IZ. 6*. 8d., 
issuing out of two meadows in Caldmore, called "Swager's Meadow,** 
and " Bushby Meadow," the same to be* distributed by the vicar 
of Walsall for the time being, amongst poor inhabitants of the 
borough, on Good Eriday, and Christmas Eve, respectively. 

The premises called " Swager's Meadow," together with anotheir 
called " Long Meadow," were conveyed by indenture, dated 4th 
September, 1783, to one Edward Elwell, free from all incumbrances, 
except the yearly sum of 13«. 4J., issuing out of, and chargeable 
upon, the said premises, and payable to, or for, the benefit of the 
poor of Walsall, for ever. 

The Cbmm«Mfon«r«, in their Inquiry of 1823, could find no land 
answering the description of Bushby Meadow. They thought it 
was not improbable that there may have been formerly a division 
jn the property, and that by a private agreement the rent charge 
was also divided between the owners of << Swager's Meadov/' «&d 
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of " Bushby Meadow." There could be no doubt, however, that 
the former must. be responsible for the whole, until it could be 
discovered where "Bushby Meadow" was situated. 

In the ^^ Recent Inquiry" (1855), no further discovery was 
made, with reference to this land. The Inspector recommended 
that the case be submitted to the Attorney-General. 

BBIDGET MILLS'S OHABTTT. 

Bridget Mills, widow, by will, dated 20th September, 1751, 
directed that a sum of 100/. should be placed out at interest, 
during the lives of her nieces Bridget Hopkins, and Sarah Wright, 
to whom she bequeathed the interest during their lives. The said 
sum of lOOZ., to be paid, after their decease, to the vicar and 
churchwardens of the parish church of Walsall, for the time 
being, upon trust, to be by them disposed of, so as to secure a 
-yearly interest, not lessening the principal, but making the best 
advantage thereof; and upon further trust, to pay and distribute 
all such yearly interest, on every Christmas Day, in such propor- 
tions as they should think proper, amongst one hundred poor 
people of the borough of Walsall, whom the said vicar and church- 
wardens should think the fittest objects of charity. 

According to the Beport of the Gommissioners, in 1823, this sum 
was secured by a mortgage, dated 16th Pebruary, 1770, on the 
tolls of the second district of the Walsall turnpike road, at five 
per cent interest; and the charity came into action on the death 
.of Mrs. Wright, the survivor of the testatrix's two nieces. The 
interest was regularly paid to the vicar, who distributed it in ac- 
cordance with the expressed wiU of the donor. 

It appeared by the ^^ Recent Inquiry^" that the principal so 

invested, had within a late period been received by the trustees, 

and placed in the WalsaU Branch of the Birmingham Banking 

Company. 

KINGPS CHAKTTY. 

By an extract of will, without date, (which is the only account 
obtainable with respect to this charity), William King, be- 
queathed to his wife Margaret, his. "three day^' work of land, in 
JUmg CocJcBjtalU, for her life, and,. after her decease to be given 
,to his poor neighbours of Gr^t B^oxwich, forever;" and;he made 
the mwiflter aud ch^<?hwai5i0»s Qvei^seers qf bifl:^?*^ 

3)D 
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This land lies in Qreat Bloxwich, and according to the map and 
survey of the foreign, contains 2a. 2b. 23p. It is numbered on 
the map, 743. At the time of the Charitable Commisnon, in 1823, 
it was in the possession of Mrs. Elizabeth Bunny, by whom it was 
underlet to one John Wilks. 

From Mrs. Bunny's evidence on this occasion, it appeared that 
Mary Daniel, her aunt, held "Long Cockstalls" for her life, and 
that she first came in possession of same, by renting it of a person 
in Bloxwich. She had been dead many years, and was between 
seventy and eighty when she died. Upon her death, Mrs. Bunny 
came to the property, her aunt having left it to her by wiU. No 
will, however, could be found, nor did it appear that such had ever 
been acted upon. The rent, at this time, was 4iL per annum, and 
had been, a short time previous, dl. 

It was said that Mrs. Bunny, and her former husband, had laid 
out a great deal of mofxej m improving the land. 

Witness also deposed that, during the time she had had the 
property, she had given away, to the poor of Bloxwich, at different 
periods of the year, small sums, seldom exceeding a shillling at a 
time, amounting in all to about 2L per annum. That her aunt had 
told her, previous to her death, if she (witness) would continue 
the dole — which, by Mr. King's will, amounted to 32«. — it was all 
that would be required of her. Her aunt had usually given away 
that amount in the month of August; but she (witness) had not 
confined the distribution to 32^., having often given as much as 2/. 
' The Commissioners gave the following opinion : — 

" As it appears to us that Mrs. Bunny had no right to the possession of 
this land, or to the distrihution of the charity, we propose an anangement, 
hy which we trust it will he more correctly administered in future. By this 
arrangement, Mrs. Bunny, who is now upwards of sixty years old, is to pay 
2Z., yearly, so long as she lives, as rent, to the minister and churchwardens, 
hy whom it is to he disposed of according to the directions of the donor ; the 
surplus rent heing reserved hy Mrs. Bunny, to repay the expenses which she 
and her former hushand may have expended upon the land. And after Mrs. 
Bunny's death, the land is to he entirely at the disposal of the minister and 
churchwardens, and the whole rent distributed to the charity.^' 

In the ^^Beceni Inquiry y^* the following important facts were 
elicited : — ^That this land was, after the death of Peter Bunny, 
(who died in Blozwioh jpoor house), in tbe4iand8 of J^obn Hough, 
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who sold the possession to the late "William Cotterill, town clerk. 
That he worked the mines, and afterwards sold the property to 
Mr, MeBride, who still works the mines, but pays no dole. 

The Inspector affirmed that the entire estate belonged to the 
charity, and said the case would at once be placed in the hands of 
the Attorney-General, for recovery. 

AVONTMOnS CHABITT. 
(ebitt ohaeges on jones' faem, little bloxwich.) 

By the Cfkaritdble Inquisition, in 1823, it appeared that there 
was a rent charge on a farm at Little Bloxwich, belonging to Mr. 
"Whitmore Jones, of the sum of 21, Us., yearly, for the use of the 
poor of the foreign of "Walsall. The origiu of this payment could 
not be discovered. The title deeds of Mr. Jones made no mention 
of it, at least since 1779, when the property was purchased from 
Mr. Eobert Barnard. This dole had been regularly received, and 
giveji away to the poor of the foreign, with other doles, till about 
1820. The Commissioners state, in their report, that^this non- 
payment arose from a dispute between the landlord and tenant, as 
to which of them should pay this rent charge. If the vestry clerk 
did not soon obtain payment from one or the other, they thought 
it would be advisable to take measures for the enforcing of same. 

On the ^^ Mecent Inquiry, ^^ nothiag further was elicited, than 
that the present owner of the land was Mr. William Jones, and 
that the tenant's name was Charles Beech. 

The Inspector submitted the case for further investigation. 
WHATELET'B CHARITT. 

Henry WTiateley, by will, dated 21st August, 1799, gave to the 
vicar of Walsall, and two chapelwardens of the foreign, for the 
time being, the clear yearly sum of 6Z., charged upon two pieces of 
land, called " Coalpool Land,'* (between nine and ten acres) upon 
trust, to give on St. Thomas's Day 4Z, 4*., among such old and in- 
firm parishioners in the foreign of Walsall, who should not recei\ e 
pay from the overseers of the poor ; and on further trust, to pry 
the officiating curate of Bloxwich 11. Is,, for preaching a sermon in 
Bloxwich chapel, yearly, on St. Thomas's Day. The remaini] g 
J15*. to be expended by the said vicar and chapelwardens, in re- 
galing themselves after such distribution. 
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' It appeared that the land consisted of two closes, numbering 
respectiyely, 588 and 689, on the map of the foreign, and con- 
taining together 8a. 3e. 21p., and that a great diflSculty existed in 
complying strictly with the donor's directions, from the circum- 
stance that, while he lived, he gave away a similar sum of money 
himself, without regard to the restriction mentioned in his will, 
and it had been since found difficult to alter the course of 
distribution. 

BOBINSON'S OHABITT. 

By will, dated 17th January, 1718, Eichard Eobinson, of Bush- 
bury, gave and devised, out of the cottage and tenements, situate 
at Essington Wood, and also six little crofts adjacent thereto, (all 
of which he held in consideration of a payment of 30Z., under 
Henry Vernon, Esq., for the term of one thousand years, from 16th 
August, 1713), to the poor of Great and Little Bloxwich, fotty 
sJiillings, yearly, to be distributed on St. Thomas's Bay, and Good 
Eriday; and also the like sum o^ forty shillings, to the poor of 
Essington, on the same days above-named. The distribution to be 
by the order and discretion of the churchwardens of Great and 
liittle Bloxwich, and the overseers of the poor. And he further 
gave to his nephew, Samuel, after his wife's decease, twenty shillings^ 
to be paid yearly, during his life, out of said cottage and premises. 

The Commissioners oflnquvry, in 1823, report as follows : — 

" The property consists of a house, and outhuildings, with ahout sixteen 
acres of land, at present in the possession of William Yates, whose wife's 
father purchased the lease, upwards of eighty years ago. William Yates 
now occupies the estate, which belongs to his wife and her two sisters. 
The title deeds have been examined^ and the will of Richard Robinson is not 
amongst them. 

"We could not ohtain any evidence with respect to this charity, except a 
report that these doles were formerly paid. There has, however, certainly 
been no payment, in respect thereof, for at least seventy years, or since the 
land was purchased hy the family now in possession." 

A copy of Eichard Eobinson's will, which had since been dis- 
<Jovered at Lichfield, was produced during the " Becent Inquiry,^* 
'and the Inspector advised that the case should be submitted to the 
Attorney-General. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



HISTOET AND ANTIQUITIES OF WALSALL. 207 

HOLSSLSrS DOLE. 4 

(a TBBX AirciENT AITD SIKGUIiAB ohaeitx.) 

There are yarious traditions respecting the origin of this dole, 
one is, that a gentleman named Thomas Molesley, while once riding 
through Walsall, on " Twelfth eve," heard a child cry for bread, and, 
resolving that the like should never again happen, settled upon 
the town his manor of Bascotte, in Warwickshire, to provide an-, 
nuallj one penny loaf for every individual within the liberties of 
the parish, same to be distributed on " Twelfth eve," for ever. 

Dr. Plot, in his history of Staffordshire, affirms that one Thomas. 
Molesley, by deed of feoffment, dated 30th Henry VI., granted 
his manor of Bascotte, for performing annually an obit for the 
souls of himself and his wife Margaret, in the church of Walsall, 
and in the abbey of Halesowen. 

The deed specifies that the remainder of his lands and tenements 
were granted to the town of Walsall, but no mention is made of 
any dole. Whether the town originally paid the dole out of 
their portion of the rents is uncertain, but the first intimation o£ 
the custom is in 36th Henry VIII. (1639), when, " on the evening 
of the ' Twelfth eve,' the bellman summoned the people to repair, 
to the church, to pray for the souls of Thomas Molesley,. and 
Margaret his wife." A dole was giv^i at this time, and 11, lOf . 9J.> 
discharged the demand.* 

The first trace of it in the documents of the corporation, 
appears in 1632, when the amount paid away was lU. 9«. 4J. 
The distribution went on gradually increasing, till 1799, when it 
amounted. to 60/., at which sum, or thereabouts, it continued for 
some years.f 

At the Beformation the custom was deemed superstitious, and 
the lands were seized by the Crown, where they lay till 28th of 
Queen Elizabeth. Plot observes '* the town rented them, and so 
continued the dole." 

Sir William Dugdale gives a different account of this gift. . His 
version is, " one Thomas Molesley, of Moxhull, in the county of 
Warwick, lord of the manor of Bascotfce, gave same on trust, 
A^n. 1452, to William Lyle and William Maggott, and their heirs, 

• Plot's History of Staffordshire, o. 8, sec. 88 and 84. 
t Charity Conuni—ioriera* Bepdrt, a.d. 1823, p; 573. 
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for the tise of the town of Walsall.* The same author traces 
down the succession of these estates, from the conquest till the 
year 1825, when it escheated to the king, by the attainder of 
Peter de Limesay, who was in the rebellion with the Earl of 
Lancaster, after which it came into the possession of Sir Baiph 
Bochford, Knight, from whom it passed, in 1403, to Thomas 
Seyvil, and in 1430, John Lee, of Warwick, conveyed same to 
Thomas Molesley." He also observes, " John Lyle, son of William 
Lyle, to whom these estates decended, in trust, for the use of the 
town of Walsall, instead of applying the produce thereof to such 
purpose, denied that the property was in trust, and pretended that 
it was his own inheritance. The inhabitants of Wcdsall, however, 
went to Moxhull, and drove away his cattle, which unjustifiable 
act he did not resent, because he was liable to be brought to ac- 
count for this trust estate in his hands*" A suit was commenced 
by the town against the said John Lyle, a.d. 1515 ; the result of 
which was, that the estates were adjudged to Bichard Hurst, and 
John Ford, for the use of the town. 

In 1726, a complaint was laid before a charity commission, 
against the corporation of Walsall, with respect to this dole. It 
was then declared, that the lands belonged to the corporation, and 
that the dole was only customary, and might be either continued 
or omitted as that body pleased. 

About the year 1770, an attempt was made to withhold the pay- 
ment, but an enraged populace clamorously forced its eontinuance.f 

The following statistical argument against the claim of the cor- 
poration to these estates, and in favour of the parish, appears in 
the report of a committee, appointed at a vestry meeting, in 1804, 
to investigate the several charities : — 

>* It is observBble, in further confirmation, that these estates cannot belong 
io the corporation, that the donations were in the 80th Henry YI. (1053), 
and 28th Elizabeth (1586)« and the corporation's first charter was not 
granted till the 3rd Charles I. (1628), and the second charter, confirming the 
first, in the 13th Charles II. (1662); so that the original gift of these estates 
was made 176 years previous. The grant of Queen Elizabeth to Craddoek 
and Shaw, in 1586, was 42 years before the first, and 76 years before the 
last oharter, and no estates are therein mentioned ; but, on the oantcary, the 

• Dngdale's History of Wftrwicksbire, p. 347. 

^ ynSkea* MSS. in the UniTereal MagMtine for JmoMT, 1788. 
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corporation are restrained, by an express danse, not to be possessed of more 
than 20Z. per annnm. It is, therefore, very certain to conclude that the 
estates belonged to the town, long before the corporation existed, and if that 
body had been possessed of any estates, they would, of course, hare been in- 
cluded in thd charities."* 

According to a publication by Joseph CotteriD, in 1818, the 
lands belonging to these estates comprised no less than 612a. 
3b. 24p., exclusive of a meadow formerly called " Styrch Meadow," 
and land at Semely, and Knapton-on-the-Hill, ^c., the measure^- 
ment and situation of which, could not be defined. 

Having so far arrived at the opinions entertained by various 
authorities, respecting the origin *of this dole, as well as the con- 
clusions formed on both sides, with regard to right of title to the 
estates, it may be well to turn to the Commissioners' Mepart, in 
1823, and see what view of the case is there taken. 

The report states that an annual payment called, " Molesley's 
Dole," was made by the corporation to the inhabitants of the 
parish of Walsall, and the adjoining parish of Bushall — ^which is 
supposed to have anciently formed part of that of "Walsall — and 
that the distribution was intrusted to three persons (employed for 
the purpose), who commenced on New Tear's Day, and went 
through each parish, giving a penny to every inmate, of every 
house, whether permanently or accidentally therein ; that there 
were different traditions respecting the origin of this dole, but tha^ 
they (the commissioners), concurred in attributing it to one 
Thomas Molesley, from whom an estate at Bascotte, in Warwick- 
shire, was derived, and which, being possessed by the corporation, 
amongst other causes, led to a suspicion that the whole estate, 
imder the various grants thereof, was given in trust for charitable 
uses ; such suspicion having been strengthened by the finding oi a 
jury under a commission of inquiry, a.d. 1726. They (the commis-^ 
sioners), however, after a careful inspection of numerous docu- 
ments, in the possession of the corporation, were induced to 
believe that this estate was not subject either to the payment of the 
dole in question^ or any other charitable uses. 

After citing various indentures, the report thus concludes :-*- 

• Bqport of Farifth Oomzaittee, p, 34. 
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*' It does not appear to us that these documents afford any satisfi»ctory 
inference, that this property; was granted by Queen Elizabeth to charitable 
uses ; no such purpose is expressed in the grant itself. The corporation ap- 
pear to have always exercised the management of the property, and the 
administration of its revenue. The dole, which was paid from it before the 
grant from the crown, and which the corporation hare continued since, seems 
to have originated in a voluntary appropriation of part of the income, and not 
in any condition of either of the original grants, by which the property was 
acquired ; and if they have applied other portions of the income in works of 
charity, or public utility, it does not appear to us that this must be construed 
to be anything more than a voluntary application of the corporation property, 
or as amounting to a proof that it was granted for charitable uses. The cir- 
cumstance that in two of the above-mentioned conveyances, viz., those of 
•1708 and 1759, the granters are styled * trustees of the lands and revenues 
'belonging to the town of Walsall,' does not itself seem sufficient to impeach 
the title of the corporation, or to impart more than this was the public pro- 
perty of the corporation, who are the governing body of the town. 

"With respect to the dole itself, it appears to us to be at the present day a 

•very useless mode of employing a large sum of money, which, in other ways, 

^might be made productive of considerable benefit. Believing it, therefore, 

to be, though a very ancient, yet a voluntary, and, therefore, a revocable 

payment, we think it is strongly to be recommended to the corporation, to 

substitute for it, some other mode of application, which might render the fund 

really beneficial." _ , t • /loccx 

Becent Inquvry (1855). 

Mr. Joseph Green James called the attention of the Inspector 
,to this estate, which had hitherto been held by the corporation, 
and its rental added to the corporate funds. 

The Mayor remarked that every year up to 1825, a penny was 
paid to each inhabitant of Walsall and Eushall, and he remembered 
that when he was a boy, the day of its distribution was a great day 
^among the juveniles, and dealers in sweetmeats. A man went 
round with a bag of copper, and having ascertained the number of 
persons in each house, left as many pence. The charity commis- 
sioners naturally considered this mode of expending a part of the 
funds of the estate a very useless one, and recommended that the 
corporation should devise some other method of expenditure, more 
, truly of a charitable nature. In consequence of that recommen- 
dation, in 1825 the corporation erected eleven almshouses, for 
necessitous widows, one for Eushall, five for the foreign of Walsall, 
and five for the borough. Each of the occupants received 2*. per 
week, which was paid out of the general borough funds. 
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' It wiAs fiutber stated that the rent of the Bascotte totate, iH 
connection with which, thi« " Molesley's Dole " was paid hefore th* 
erecticHi of the almshonses, amounted to 236Z.5«., more than thrice as 
much as the expenditure on the abnshouses. The former charity com- 
missionen had considered the question whether this estate was pro- 
perly rested in the corporation, or whether it ought entirely to be d&- 
voted to charitable uses, and they came to the conclusion that the 
dole was a yoluntary payment on the part of the corporation, and 
that the estate always appeared to have been corporate property. 

Mr. James contended that the property ought to be entirely 
devoted to charitable purposes, and said he was prepared to pro- 
duce evidence in support of that view. A jury, in 1726, had 
found that the estate was chmrgeable with the repair of a bridge^ 
over the Tame, which was a charitable use. He hoped the 
Inspector would not consider himself bound by the report of the 
former conmiissioners. 

In the course of conversation it transpired that Mr. Blunt, then 
an eminent barrister, had been consulted by Mr. James, with 
respect to this question. The Inspector asked to see the opinion 
he had given, and it was found to be in favour of the corporation; 
but Mr. James said that he had since discovered stronger evidebce 
on the other side. 

The Miiyor and Town Clerk both expressed opinions contrary 
to that of Mr. James, the former quoting from an old document, a 
statement to the effect that this property, being left to the cor- 
poration, they, in gratitude to the donor, gave the dole to all who 
would, on a certain day, pray for his souL One old report, dated 
1659, stated that the estate could be traced from the conquest. 

The Inspector, having gone carefully over the dociimentary 
evidence, appeared inclined to think that the whole estate ought 
to be appropriated to purposes of a strictly chantable nature. 

The Mayor said he believed if the borough were polled, nine 
hundred and ninety-^nine out of every thousand would vote for its 
remaining as it did at present ; a more useful appropriation, he 
thought, it would be difBcult to find. 

The Inspector observed^ that no doubt a flourishing place like 
Walsall, would be paved and lighted without any benefactioins, and 

ss 
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if this estate waa intended for cbaHtable purposes, it should b^ so 
devoted. He intimated that no advantage would be obtained hy 
going back beyond the grant from the Crown, in the reign <^ 
Elizabeth. 

" Mr. Wilkinson, in reply to a question by the Infspeetory miad 
that the payment of one penny to persons of every class could 
nardly be considered a charitable use, but that the jury, in 1726, 
had found that the estate was liable for the repair of a bridge, over 
the Tame, which was legally a charitable purpose. 

Mr. Stubbs observed that this finding was a mistake.. The 
JBascotte estate, which was in Warwickshire, had no connectip;)^ 
with the repair of the bridge. A piece of land adjoining ^as made 
over to the corporation, on condition of their keeping this bridge 
injepair, but thiq was entirely distinct from the Bascotte es<;ate^ 
Gn searching the corporate chest, a deed was found which estabf 
lished this. 

: The Inspector expressed his surprise that an answer to that 
objection, whiph appeared so satisfactory, was never before given.. 

CHABITISS 07 THOMAS W0LLA8T0N, JOfOT . WOLLASTON, AVD JOHV 
WOLLASTOK, JUNIOB. 

In an account of the charities of Walsall, compiled in the year 
1729, by Samuel Cradock, it is stated : — 

^^Mr. Thomas WoUasion, appointed by his will, that his son and heirs 
should, yearly, distribute the rent of a small house, on the side of the hill, 
near the churchyard (the lord's rent of one shilling being deducted), as 
followeth, Tiz : — to the four poor people of the almshouse 2«., on the eve of 
our Saviour's Nativity, and the residue to such poor inhabitants of the 
borough as they should think fit, on Good Friday, for ever. 

" He further appointed that the rent of 10«. a- year, arising from a cottage 
at the Town*s-end, during, a lease of ninety-nine years, should be distributed 
to thirty poor widows of the borough, on the feast day of fet John the Baptist. 
' "It also appeared, by a table of benefactions in the church, that Mr, John 
WoUasUm, by his will, afterwards confirmed the above bequests; and ap^ 
pointed, in addition, that his heirs, for ever, should maintain and keep in 
repair a house in Hall Lane, and allow sotne poor body to dwell therein rent free^ 

** There is no date to this bequest,, but as the e^try is in the body of the 
table, and a notice immediately follows of a donation in 1648, it is probable 
that this John Wollaston was the son of Thomas WoUaston aforesaid, and 
the father of the John Wollaston whose will will is next given, and which 
seems to recognise the two geveral wflls and bequests aboTe-iiaiMd« : * 
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/ '^JoknWoHagton, of Walsall, by will, dated 3id October, 1670, gave to bis 
daughter Beattice^ber beirs and assigns, a little croft called * Bottrel Cioft; ' 
a meadow-piece in Wisemore Fields ; and a close called ^ Stone Pit Leasow,' 
T^he said Beatrice to pay upon every Grood Friday, to tbe poor of Walsall 
borongb, for ever, tbe sum of 40«., according to tbe devise of Micbael Sbawe, 
deceased, as well as tbe otber bequests. > 

'*He fartber gave tbe rent of bis house, in Walsall, in tbe tenure of 
•JSdward Spink, to be yearly distributed to tbe poor of the borough, on Grood 
JB'riday, at tbe discretion of bis heirs." 
. The Commissioners, in their Report of 1823, observe:— 

** The sum of 40«., charged by Micbael Sbawe, as stated in the first part of 
this will, is regularly paid. We cannot, however," trace any other property 
derivable from Thomas WoUaston, or either of the John Wollastons. •* 

• "The parish committee, in 1804, found that John WoUaston, by will, 
gave a house in Hall Lane to the poor, which they state to be then occupied 
by Bobert Clinton, at 42. 4«. per annum. And they further found that be 
^gave the rent of a house in the churchyard to the poor of the. almshouse, 
which bonse they believed to be then occupied by one Sarah Birt. The 
committee appear to have taken into consideration only the will of the first 
John WoUaston, as recorded on tbe table of b^nefacti<^ns ; or, perhaps they 
nay have considered the two inscriptions as relating to one and the same 
"testator. However this may be, we conceive that they mistake in supposing 
Jtbat the house in Hall Lane was given by either of the John Wollastons. 
It appears to us that this property was derived from Blanche WoUaston, 
widow of tbe last John W^^oUaston, the rents being carried regularly to the 
iftccount of her charity." 

In the ^^Becent Inquiry, ^^ tbe Inspector gave his opinion, with 
respect to thesa charities, thus: — ^^1 do not find that any suins 
are received on account of these charities, and the property, if any, 
is comprised in the estate .of Blanche V.0^8^*pP '■* . , . 



CHAEITIES lEEECOVERABLT LOST, 



JOHV PEBSEHOUSE'S CHAKIT7. 
By the inquisition of 5th September, 22nd Charles. 11., it was 
found that John Persehouse, of Eeynold's Hall, by bis will, biearing 
date 3rd March, 1636, devised that there should be an almshouse 
founded, apd made, of a small house^ and two shops und^ the 
same, situate near, the churchyard of Walsall, for the accommo- 
dation of- three poor, men, and as many poor women,, of the 
borough and foreign of Walsall, during their lives;. same, to be 
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Aominated by the TicaF and overseers, with the advice of the mayor. 
And further, that fbrty shillings, yearly, should be paid out of the 
rents of a close in "Walsall Park, half of such sum to be distributed 
to the poor of the foreign and borough, on Good Friday, and the 
other half on the !Friday before Christmas ; also, an additional sum 
of ds. M, to be paid out of the rents aad profits thereof, to each 
of the inmates of said almshouse, by even proportions, at the 
times aforesaid. In 1636, the said house and shops were con- 
verted into an almshouse, but on the 25th December, 1668, 
there W9s an arrear of said payment of forty shillings per annum, 
due for eight years. 

About the year 1798, these houses were considered a auisance to 
the churchyard, and, by order of the churchward^is, were taken 
down, and the inmates were removed to "Harper's Almshouses.'' 
A market house (also since removed), was built on the site of 
these piremises. 

The Oommismnere^ in their Inquiry q/* 1828, found that they 
could not learn whether the yearly payments of 8«. 4id, each, were 
continued to the inmates of the almshouses, as directed, neither 
could they find proof of the rent charge of forty shillings to the 
poor of the borough and foreign having been paid, since the date 
of the former inquisition, nor was the land known on which it w^s 
(Charged. 

The Inspector (on the '^Sec^t Jmj^iryy'') pronoiutced this 
chwity aQ lost. 

HfnUPHBBT PSBSEHOUSE'S CHABITT. 

By will, dated 11th February, 1697, Humphrey Persehouse, 
gentleman, gave to the poor of Walsall 51, yearly for ever, viz., 2Z. 
to the borough and dh to the foreign, to be paid every Christmas 
^ay> hy the vicar and churchwardens. 

In an old document, produced to the Commissioners, in 1828, 
but without date or signature, or any other authentication, en- 
dorsed on the back, " Doles now received and paid by the Forrin," 
among other items appeared the following : — £ s d 

Hnmphrey Persehouse's dole, paid by Stubbs ar Crotehky 2 16 

Humphrey Persehouse's dole 2 17 

The Commissioners stated that they were unable to obtain any 
other trace of this benefaction. 
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During the ^Meeeni Rqtdry,'' Mr, Wilkiassoa (town clerk), 
wad an extract from the will of Humphrey Fersehoose. There 
was nothing to ahow whether the amount was charged on anj^ or 
what land. 

The Inspector observed that this charity might be regaarded 

as lost 

EEPWAEJB'a GHABITT. 

According to an inscription on an old benefaction table, William 
Bedware gave a pasture in Essington, called '^ Priest Croft," to 
leofiees, to pay to the poor, impotent, and aged, of Great and 
Little Blorwich, upon every G-ood Friday, yearly, for ever, six 
shillings and eight-pence ; to the inmates of the almshouse, two 
shillings ; and to the poor of Essington, sixpence. 

No trace of the land mentioned in this inscription, or a single 
payment on account of this charity, could be discovered. 
JOBH AKD ALICE BOLTOFS CHASITT. 

By the inquisition of the 5th September, 22nd Charles 11., it 
was found that " John Bolton, and Alice his wife, being seizen ia 
fee of certain lauds called ' Fitty Pields,' did by their indenture, 
bearing date 1st May, 6th James I., grant the sum of ten shillings, 
yearly, issuing out of said land, to be paid on Good Friday, for 
ever, to and for the use of the poor of the parish of Walsall ;" and 
also that the said lands had come to the possession successively, of 
John Bums, Richard Persehouse, and John Persehouse, by whom 
the ten shilUngs had been respectively paid till the yetur 1661, 
when the said John Persehouse refused to pay the same. 

The Commissioners, in, 1S23, state as follows : — 

"There is a piece of land, generally known by the name of 'Pitty 
Piece/ near the Town*s-end, the property of Lord Bradford, but we have not 
been able to identify it with the land mentioned in the inquisition, as liable to 
the above payment. We understand that the applicatioB of Fitty Field is 
90t uncommon in a ooal country, where pits hare been opened." 

During the '^ Becent Inquwy,'' the Inspector expressed a similar 
opinion, viz., '^ all trace of the identity of the lands on which thii^ 
charge of ten shillings was made, seems to be altogether lost." 

OIOELT HAYNES'S OHABITT. 

According to an inscription on an old tablet in the church. 
Cicely Haynes, widow, by her will, dated 11th March, 1648^;-giive 
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ten shillings; a-y ear, out of a dose in Wolverhampton, called 
*' Chapel Leasow," to be distributed on St. Andrew's Day, ttf 
thirty poor widows of Walsall borough, and to be paid by John 
Walton and his heirs, after the decease of her brother Thomas 
Hawes. 

By the Commissioners' Eeport on the charities of Wolver* 
hampton, in 1823, it appears that on a tablet iq the church of that 
parish also, was inscribed : — 

' " Mrs. Cicely Haynes left twenty shaiings a-year to the poor of Wolver- 
hampton and Walsall, to be equally divided on St. Andrew's Day, among 
sixty poor widows, viz., thirty in each town," 

The Eeport goes on to state : — 

** Several doles, of which this is one, were at one time paid by the lates, 
John.Lewis Petit, M.D., to the poor of Wolverhampton, as charges upon his 
estates in that town ; and upon division of his property between his two sons, 
the doles were apportioned between them. In a memorandum at the end ot 
Dr. Petit's ' Receiver's Book,' ' Haynes's Dole ' is specified as payable in such 
manner, and on the day already named ; but there is nothing in any of- the 
family documents to show on what lands it is charged, or that it is charged 
6n any. In the dole book it is stated to have been paid out of a piece of land 
called * Butts PU.^ There is a piece of land near Wolverhampton so called, 
and now the property of L. Petit, Esq., but we have found no further evidence 
to connect it with this dole."* 

" Becent Inquiry ^ — Opinion of the Inspector : — " Nothing more' 
is known of this charity than appears in the report of the commis*. 
sioners of inquiry, in 1823. The charity most be regarded as lost.. 

, HABBIS'S eiFT TO THE OBaANIST OPWAT.SAT.T. OHnBOH. ' 

The particulars of this charity, the funds of which have been 
entu*ely swallowed up by law, will be found under the inquiry into 
the "Bentley Hay Charity ."t 

\ ^ KTCTBBAT'S OHABITT. 

i Samuel Murray, (according to an old benefaction table in the 
church), left eight shillings per annum, to be distributed to 
mxteen poor men of the foreign of "Walsall, at Christmas. Tie 

vicar for the time being was appointed trustee. ^ 

Nothing could be learned further of this charity. It- has^ 
been lost many years. 

• Many a man htf been hanged on leaa oirounstantial evidence. ^ 
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TO THE PABISH OP WALSALL. Inoamexnl823. 

£ B. d. 
Blub Coat School. Interest on 200?., left by John Whittingham 10 
Land near Dudley, left by John Tajlor ... 4 4 
Interest on 300Z., left by Mrs. Crmnp/in 1840. 
Interest on 2002., left by Mrs. Curteys, in 1149. 
Interest on 602., given by P. B. Oerton, in 1854. 
Bolton's, John AHD Renlrcharge on lands, called "Pitty Pieces," of 10 
< AucB. 

DissENTEBs' BuNDAT Land at the Windmill 12 

School. Inoreawd mnoe to £26. 

Free Gbamhab Estates and moneys ... 778 3 

School. Increased unce to £873. 

FiBHLBY. Estates , 56 

Gobway's, Thomas Bent-charge on lands in Rushall and firom- 

wich, of ... 2 

Habpbr's, John, Estates ... ... 42 15 6 

Almshouses. 

Hawlb's, John. Rent-«harge on lands, called Molefields, of... 5 
Query whether the whole rents are not applicable to the.obarity. 

MoLBSLBT^s Dole. Formerly " The Penny Dole," now corporation 
almshouses, present annoal charge 67Z. 12^. 

'Oboanist,.ob Habbis' Lost by suit in Chancery 
Gift op £4, 

Fabkeb's, John. Rent-charge out of Langthome, in Yorkshire. 10 

Pabkbb's, Nicholas. Kent-charge, out of land at Little Bloxwich, 
messuage in Kushall, meadow in Rushall, 
land in Aldridge, and lands, in Chapel 
Field, in Woodhall-field, and Comwell 

^ Field, in Great Bloxwich, of 4 

Pab&eb's, Bobebt. Interest on 4002., to Merchant Tailors' Com- 
pany 20 

Pebsehouse'b, John. Lost. 

Febsehoube*8, Hum. 52. yearly. Lost* 

-:) Stone's, Henbt, Rent-charge out of lands at Castle Bromwich, 
(thebldeb.) and Yardley, Coal-pool, Bloxwich, and 

Lower Pannels, Walsall 34 14 

Wheate's "jfiLLiAM. Rent of two closes of land, at Five-Lanes- 

. End, near Wood-end 8 
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Bektlet Hat. 
Cubtet's, Johv. 

Dee's, John. 



Hjvtom'b, Booeb. • 

HATlTEg'S, CiCELT. 

MiLu's, Bridoet. 
Sttesh's, William. 



Shawe's, Michael. 

Stone's, Richabd, 

(op Walsall.) 

Stone's, Henby, 

(the Younoeb.) 

Stone's, Biorabi>, 

(of Galdmobb.) 

Webbe'b, Thoicas. 

Wollastoh's 
Blanch. 

Wollaston's, Thos.9 
John (the eldeb), & 
John (the todnobb), 
Wilcox's, Jobs. 



TO THE BOBOUGH OP WALSALL. moome in I82S. 

£ s. d. 
Income from lands, &c., at Blozwich ... 20 

Bent-K^harge, out of Swager's Meadow, and 

Bnshby Meadow 16 8 

Income of land at Wood-end, called SUnge 

Meadow ... * 2 

Query, the irhQle rent is UaUe. 
Proportion of rents from an estate at Bickers- 

coate, near Stafford 23 18 11 

Bent-charge out of a close in Wolverhampton, 

called Chapel Leasow, of 10 

Interest on 1002., on Mortgage of Tolls of the 

second District of Walsall Tompike 

Beads, (since paid off) 5 

enlarged on Freehold houses, in Horseshoe 

Yard, St. Martin's Lane, Edgbaston 

Street, Birmingham, belonging to Thos. 

Bower 6 

Bent-charge on land at Walsall Town's-end, of 2 
Bent-charge out of Park Brook Leasow, at 

Bentley, of 2 6 

Bent-charge of 6 



Bent-charge out of Pdlfrey Qteen Leasow, 
now belonging to Peter Cotterill, of ... 
This has not been pidd for many years. 

Bent-charge out of Ow Leasow, in Shel- 

fleld, of ... 1 

Income from houses and lands ... ... 62 10 

Also moneys since invested in the fonds. 

These chiuities became amalgamated with 
that of Blanch Wollaston's 



6 8 



Bent-charge out of a piece of land in Darlaston, 

called Badley Outtet Field, of 

Sold in 1S44^ and prodnee m^ested 



16 



TO THE POBEiaK OF WALSALL. 

Anontmoub. Bent-charge out of a farm at Little BloiLWich 

belonging to Whitmore Jones, of ' ..* 

King's, William. Three days' work of Land in Long Cockstalls, 

Great Bloxwich 

Sold by the late Wllfiam Cotterill, to Mr. lloBrido. 
Th« entire estate bekmgt t« the charity. 



2 11 



2 
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Income in 1838. 
£ B d. 
Mubbat'b, Samuel. 8Z. yearly. Lost. 
Pabkbb*8, William. Inyestment of 400Z. to Merchant Taflors' 

Company ' 20 

Parker's, SoBEBT. Lands at Great Hloxwich and Essington Wood. 24 
Mine Royalties besides. 

Robiksoh'b, Richard. Rent-eharge of 2 

No payment h«i been made for many yeure. 
Redware's,Willum. Rent-charge of 10«. Lost. 
Whatble7'8,Heiib7. Rout-charge out of two pieces of land, called 

''Coal-pool Land," of 6 



r r 
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ADDITIONAL NOTES. 



Walsall : It is well known that the religions rites of the Druids 

Obigin op Name, were solemnized in forests, and it is quite evident from 
' 'Page 2. ancient records, and traces still in existence, that a great 

portion of the town and neighbourhood of Walsall was 
not only formerly covered with wood to a considerable 
extent, but also, that Druidical fires once blazed on the 
adjacent common of Barr Beacon. The name of Walsall 
appears to have had its origin from these local circum- 
stances: — Wal from the Saxon Wecdd^ which signifies a 
wood or forest, and al or holy a hall or palace, from the 
Saxon Heale, It is quite clear that the neighbouring 
town of Wedneahury (or Wedgebwry^ as it is vulgarly 
termed), was anciently called Wodensborotigh or Wodeii's- 
toumj from the Saxon god of battle Woden ^ who was uni> 
versally worshipped in Woods. This leads to the supposi- 
tion (of which there is but little doubt), that there was 
once a temple in the vicinity, dedicated to that deity. 

It is stated by several authorities, that in or about the 
year 916, Walsall was fortified by the celebrated 
Princess Ethelfleda, who governed the kingdom of 
Mercia, which was the sixth of the Saxon principalities 
founded in Britain, and comprised the whole of the mid- 
land counties. 
The Bear and The Bear and Ragged Staff was a badge, worn by 

Raoqed Staff as Henry, the Great Earl of Warwick, sumamed "the 
the Walsall Arms King-maker," who was lord of the manor of Walsall, — 



Ahtiquitt 

OP 

Wamall, Page 3. 



Page 9. 



Courts op 

' Pie-Poudre," 

Page 8. 



hence its adoption as the " Walsall Coat of Arms." It is, 
however, only used by the corporation as a device, being 
quite distinct from the arms on the corporate seal. 

A Court of *' Pye-Powder," or " Pie-Poudre," was a 
Summary Common Law Court, where suitors could 
resort with their " dusty feet " (as the term implies), to 
have immerliate redress for their wrongs, and the 
offenders receive a speedy punishment. The term is de- 
rived from the French pfe^^ (foot), and poudrevas (dusty). 
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View of 

Frankfledob, 

Page 8. 



Rebuildiko of 

Walsall 

Parish Chubch, 

Page 20. 



** Frankpledge," in Saxon times,iwas a sturety given 
by the lord of the manor, to the government of the 
country, for the peace of his district, and the good be- 
haviour of his tenants, retainers, and servants. He held 
his courts periodically, for the trial of offences committed 
within his jurisdiction, as he was responsible to the 
crown for their prevention, or punishment. Hence his 
court was denominated the ** View of Frankpledge." 

(fbom the pabish book.) 
An account of money expended in the rebuilding of WaUaU 
Parish Churchy together tcith an accovmt showing by what 
means the same was raised, September 1st, 1824. 



SXPSHDITUBE. £ 

Cash paid to the contractors 1 0761 

Granted the contractors an annuity of 500i. 

per annum for nine years, the payment to 

commence Sept , 1828, without interest... 

Cash paid for extra work, not included in 

contract -. 

Cash paid to architect 

Cash paid to the clerk of the works 



s. 
10 



4600 



717 

1080 

227 



£17286 6 6 



£ 8. d. 



3400 



2000 



BECEIPT8. 
Borrowed on church rates, at five per cent. 

interest 

Borrowed from His Majesty's ^'Commis- 
sioners for building new churches," &c... 
Granted the contractors an annuity of 500Z. 
per annum, from September, 1828 

Brief, (first payment) 

By sale of pews* 

By Subscriptions 

By grant from "Society for rebuilding 

churches, &c." 

By sale of lead 

By drawback of duty on materials u«ed in 

rebuilding church ... 717 18 3 

'_ X 17286 6 6 

• Some persons entertain the idea that the purchaser of a pew can sell, or otherwise 
dispose of same, as he may think proper, such, however, is an erroneous conclusion. The 
original indenture of sale -endorsed "Sale of pews, in what right, and for what use"— 
expressly recites after each purchaser's name : — *' For the us3 of himself and family, so lon^ 
as they shall continue inhabitants of the parish of WalsaJl." 



4500 

43 9 

1175 

2966 2 



2 

1 


2000 
484 17 
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Amoisvt Pillah Such eolamns were erected about the seventh century 
nr Bloxwich bb tiopfaies of victory, and were subsequently placed in 
Chubohtabd, streets where proclamations were made, and the bearers 
Paos 76> of a corpse rested in their progress to the church. Also, 

in Market Places, to serve as a restraint to covetousness; 
in the highways, to prevent robbery, by the influence of 
religious feeling ; and in the fidds, as land marks. It is 
recorded by Dr. Oliver and other historians, that in pri- 
mitive times, the south side of every churchyard con- 
tained a column, placed on a basement, or pedestal, having 
on its summit a cross, and the nearer to this cross a corpse 
was interred, so much the sooner, it was believed, would 
the soul be released from purgatory. Hence the reason why 
the S9utli ffide of a churchyard most frequently contains 
the giet^t number of interments, individuals having 
a solemn dread of being buried in the north, where there 
was no cross. So far did primitive Christians carry their 
devotion for this figure, that they have been accused (and 
no doubt with some degree of justice) of worshiping the 
. cross itself. 

It is well known that, prior to the Reformation, the 
sign of the cross was used by the superstitious as a charm 
against sorcery, and for the purpose of driving away evil 
spirits. It must, however, also be confessed, that at, and 
since that period, blind zeal in many instances exceeded 
prudttiee, and that men ran into the opposite extreme, 
making the cross an object of horror and contempt On 
this subject Flecknoe quaintly observes:— ** That had 
they their will, a bird should not fly in the air with its 
wings o-crcMs, a ship with its cross-yard sail upon the sea, 
nor prc^ane tailor sit trosslegged upon his shop-board, or 
have ^!ro88-hottoms to wind his thread upon." 

With reference to the particular pillar in question, no 

recordt) exist which might contribute their aid towards 

determining its origin, and tradition is also equally silent. 

It must, therefore, remain a subject for the speculations 

of the theoretical antiquary. 

Advowsok of The right of presentation to the living is claimed by 

Bloxwich Chubch^ the inhabitants of Bloxwich, who have repeatedly exer- 

Paoe 76. cised this privilege ; it is also claimed by the vicar of 

Walsall, and the Merchant Tailors' Company. The last 

appointment was made by the bishop of the diocese, by 

lapse ; the preceding one, by the inhabitants of the place. 

THE END. 
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Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



INDEX. 



CJiarities inrestigatedr-Hawle's 
151 — Harper's almshouses, 
153 -BlanchWolla8ton'B,168 
—Robert Parker's (No.l),162 
—Benefaction to the organist 
(No. 2), 165 -Gift to Blox- 
wich (No. 3), ib. -John Par- 
ker's, 168-Fishley, 171— 
Bentley Hay, 173— Richard 
Stone's, 176 — Blue Coat 
School, i6.— Fowler's, or Dis- 
senters', 182 -Royal Free 
Grammar School, 184— Sy- 
vera's, 189-Webbe'8, i6.— 
William Parker's,190— Rich- 
ard Stone's (of Caldmore), ib. 
— Wilcox's, 191— Shawe's, 
193-Dee's,194-Gorway's,t&- 
Hinton'8,195 -Henry Stone's 
(the elder), 197 — Henry 
Stone's (the younger), 200— 
Nicholas Parker's, ib.— 
Wheate's. 202-Curtey's, ib. 
-Bridget Mills's, 203-King*8 
i&.-Anonymous, 205-Whate- 
ley's, i6.— Robinson's, 206- 
' Molesley's dole, 207— Thos. 
and John Wollaston's 212. 
* lost : John Perse- 
house's, 213 — Humphrey 
Persehouse's, 2 1 4-Redware's 
215— John & Alice Bolton's, 
{&.— Cicely Haynes's, ib. — 
Harris's Gift, or Organist 
Charity, 216— Murray's, ib. 
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Churchyards — ^how used in the 
primitive agep, 27— the first 
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J. B. Bobimon, Steam Printing Office, The Bridge, Walaall. 
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WALSALL PEEMANENT 



£STABLISH£D APfilL, 1847. 



ENIGtO^liED PTTBSTJAira TO 6 AITD 7 WM. 4i, 0. 82. 



CHABLES FOBSTEB, Esq., M.P., 
Mr. JOHlir BSADNOGK ADAMS, | Mr. THOMAS POOLE BBBTTELL. 



Mr. Bd. HAIiL, 
„ E. N. MASON. 
„ Tno8. H. CBUMPTON, 
,, JAMBS ABOHEB, 
;, W. BAGGOTT, 
„ Gxo. BICEETTS, 



firtttors : 



Mr.W, 



W. OOTTBBELL, 
OHABLES JOKEE 



„ Wx. MINBB, 

„ Jab. WE STLBY. 

„ A. P. BREVITT, 

„ Saxl. BUBEBBY. 



fs, 



OFFICES-BRIDQE STREET. 



THE WALSALL BSAKOH OP THB BlBMlKGHAH BAirsnTG 00. 



It ii eoopedient to afford encouragement andproteetion to such Sodetieew 
Preamble to 6^ and 7ih Wm, 4, c. 32. 



<* There is not to be found a better, a saflar, or a more adTantageoos mode of 
inTeetment for the working olaaBes than this nnrivaUed Ixutitatkm ; nor can 
there be for a irorking man a cheaper or more certain mode of making himself 
py home."— BxKBACi nine DxaaoiOBa* Bxtobt. 



the owner of hie own 



Sharea may be taken and Deposits made any Day duzingr 
OAoe Hours. 



No Baok Sobieii^tkuv-'lXo Ftaes to XnTegton^-Proite ehared ofwy 3 Yean. 



ONLY TWO SHILLINGS ENTRANCE. 



IHTEBB8T ALLOWED OS DEPOSITS FIVE PBB OBBT. 



Depoiits may he wiihdzawB «i givisg PovtMn Daji' tf otice. 

More than £7,000 hae been adTaaoed to Memben, a&d a olaur profit of 
£893 lOe. Xd. was reaUaed np to Mardi, 1852. 

PBOSPBCTTBEB CHVBB ON APPLICATION, OBATI9. 

Evi^ are Sold at 4d. eack. 

HENEY DTHGUf AN, Secretary. 

. 1 

Oppiobs :— Bbidge Stbebt, Walsall. 



H 






0) 
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ECOIPS I ECOIPS ! 

, J. SUCKLING, SEN., 

No. 31, SNOW HILL, BIBMINGHAM, 

^Opposite the Qt. Western Baihoay Stationjy 

Has always on hand an excellent assortment of the Choicest Hops of all 
descriptions, both Foreign and English, that can be produced. 

The trade and consumers can be regularly suppued on the most advan- 
tageous and liberal terms. 

P.S.— Country orders promptly attended to, and the article sent such as 
CMi be relied upon, both for the growth and quality. 



FRANCIS KEEP, 

HAT AND CAP MANUFACTURER, 
TOP OF HIGH STREET, WALSALL, 

(Opposite Mr. Highway's Medical HaU). 

Gentlemen's, Youths', and Infants' Fancy Felt Hats and Gaps, in every 
variety of stjle, shape, and quality, comprising Cloth, Velvet, Mnr^ Antique^ 
and Tweeds, the prices of which will be found commensurate with quality. 

MST' PamiUes waited upon, and all orders executed with promptitade. 

W. ROTTON, JUNIOR, 

(From Birmingham.) 

PISH SALESMAN, 

DEALER IN GAME & F0X7LTBT, 

ENGLISH AND FOREIGN FRUIT, 

WENHAM LAKE AND ROUGH ICE, 



» 



Town and Country Orders executed with despatch. 
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THOMAS ABBEY, 

WHOLESALE AND EETAIL 

TEA DEALER, 

GROCER, HOP MERCHANT, 



AND 



FURHISHIIIG mONIONGER 

HIGH STREET & GOODALL STREET, 



AaENT FOB THB OOALBBOOKDALB OOlCPAlTrS OBLBBBATBD 



AlTD 



REGISTER AND HOT-AIR STOVES. 



FENDERS, FIBE IBONS, &c., &c. 



Lancashire and Sheffield Files^ Saws, 
and Warranted Cutlery. 
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T. WILLISOROFT, 



BXIKa THE OKLT 



Can offer decided advantageB over dealers, where the profit being 
cUvided, must necesaarily be increased. 



HIGH STREET, WALSALL. 



AUCTIONEER, LAND AGENT & SURVEYOR, 
BBIBaE STKEET, WALSALL. 



Dealer in Jtfricidtwal and Garden Seeds, 



PMCTICAL TAILOR, 

AND 

PARK STKEET, WAISALL. 




^3713 



COLLEGE CAPS 

or QffiSAV VASZETT. 
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A. S. OERTON, 



GENERAL 



IRONMONGER, 

Bogs to mlinna the Geatiy, Inhalntants, and Builders of Walsall and its 
NeighI)oarhood, that he has erected a large 

SHO^W I^/OOIM:, 

For the display of all kinds of 

CRATES, STOVES, ANITKITCHEN RANGES, 

And that he has now completed his Stock, which consists of upwards 
of 200, including Bright, Bronzed, and Berlin fuU 

KBGISTBR GRATES, 

From the works of the CWbrookdale Co., and other 
celebrated makers. 

Cooking Apparatus & Kitchen Ranges, 

By Qoddcardj wUck obtained Ihe Prize Medal at the 
Great ExkiihUiaH. 

Together with a large and general assortment of the cheaper kinds, all of 

whidi he has marked at the yeiy k>weBt price, oonsistent with 

warranted workmanship and quality. 



Every Deseriptk)!! of CastingB fbir Builders' Parpoeee made to 
Pattern on thelShorteet Notice. 



Ezperieitted and GiTil Workmen as BeU Hangers, Whitesmiths, Ixx^sndths, 
Gaa Fitters, &C., sent to any pari of the country. 

ESTIMATES GIVEN FOR ANY KIND OF WORK. 



IRON AND ZINO SPOUTING MADE AND FIXED. 
Iroii BecUrfeeads of all kinds. 
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ENGLISH & FRENCH HAT MANUFACTUBEK, 
AND CAP MAKBB, 

A4jtiaiigthainiauik, 

HIGH STREET, WALSALL, 

BT ▲rpoDmBNT Aosirr wor tbx baix of 

EOUGHTOFS PATENT AND BEaiSTEBED COIiLi»E CAPS, 

which are lapplied nnder the sanction and patronage of the Governors of the 
Walsall Rojral Free Grammar School, and sold retail at the same prices as at the 
mann&ctorer's. 



WILLIAM GOXJGH, 

^#k, ttlar ft Pariiess dilate 

PARK STREET, 



mu m MPii, 

WHOLESALE 



AND 



FAmiLY TEA DEALERS, 

HIGS STREET, WAIJSALL 
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PRO BONO PUBLICO. 

DENTISTS SUPERSEDED. 

TOOTH ACHE CUBED IN ONE HQNITTE ! 




Will relieve &e most acute pain instantaneously, arising either from a carious tooth 
or soreness of the gums, &c. If a little be applied night and morning to the gams, it 
will destroy the accumulation of tartar that collects round the teeth (sometimes called 
scurvy of the gums), which so often occasions oflfensiye and frequently putrid breath, 
at the same time fastening loose teeth and arresting further progress of decay, 
may be used with perfect safety to children, as it does not contain any opiate or dele- 
terious drug. 

Sold in BOTTLES, 7id. each, with fall direddons &r use. 





OR EVERLASTING ENAMEL, 

, FOB STOPPING DECAYED TEETH. 

It is superior to anything before used, as it is placed in the tooth in a soft state, with- 
out 'any pressure or pain, and in a short time' becomes hard, and will remain firm in 
the tooth for many, years, rendering extraction unnecessary, and preventing that 
distressing pain, toothache. All persons can use the Succedaneum diemselves with 
ease, as fhll directions are enclosed. 

The Pbofbibtob of this Succedaneam can, from a long use of it, confidently re- 
commend it to the public as the only means of effectually stopping decayed teeth, and 
when it is considered at how low a price it is offered to the public (Is. Packet being 
sufficient to fill six or eight teeth), feels assured that the demand will be greatly in- 
creased, as it is now sold by most respectable Chemists and Medicine Venders through- 
out the United Kingdom. 

Prepared only by HABB^ OEOVE, Chemist^ 
PARK STREET, WALSALL. 

S^ Obsenre, fhat the Signature of the Proprietor is written on the Government 
Stamp, which is affixed to each Bottle and Packet, to imitate which is felony. 



^C3-Blsra7S: 



Btrmtn^Aom.. 



{Ifr. Banks, chemist. Bull Ring. 
Mr. Pickeiing, chnniit, Snow 
BiU. 

!Mr. Aflcougb, chemist. 
Messrs. Campion, Jones, and 
Campion, chemists. 

WiUenhall Mr. Jeyde, ehemist. 

Dudley Mr. Hollier, chemist, 

Darkuton Mr. Morris, chemist, 

Wedne^ury Mr. Jndd, late Sterens, chemist. 

Westbromwich ...Mr. Barrs, Chemist. 



!Mj. Silas Henn, bookseOer; 
Mr .Williams, chemist, Horadey 
Heath. 

Brid§fnorth ..Mr. Bdkbs, hookaeiAer. 

Cfreat Bridge Mr. J. Butler, chemist. 

Brierley SiU Mr. O. Chapman, ohemiit. 

Oldbury JOr. Showell, ehemist. 

Kidderminster ...Mr. Mark* 

CoifoetUry .Mr. Snds, chemist. 

Worcetter Mr. Wood, ehemist^ 
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BUDLET STREET, WALSALL, 



(SUNDAYS EXCEPTED), 

From Six in the Morning till Nin^ in th^ Evening, and on 
Saturday Nights till Ten o'clock. 

FIRST CLASS HOURS. 

From Nine in the Morning till Five in the Evening, 

SECOND CLAJSS HOURS. 

From Six till Nine in the Morning, and from Five till 
Nine in the Evening. 

'Q? 3"^^ ^T\ ^i^"^^"*^ ^ ^ ^ d. 

FIRST CLASS,— For a Single Hot Bath 10 

„ Shower or Swimming Bath 6 

„ Children 4 

SEOOm) CLASS.— For a Single Hot Bath 8 

„ Shower or Swimming Bath 4 

„ Childbjbn 3 

Freih Water Ibr every Bath. 

The Sidnuniiig Bath 18 loq^ at a proper tei^^ 
A Female is in constant attendance in the Ladies' departm^Eit. 

ANNUAL TICKETS ON SALE 

D. RAPP, Proprietor, 

AVCTIOKEEB, 

VALUEB, JLCOOJnStTAST, AHB 0EHEBAL ASSSf, 
(MBceS,— PAKE STREET, WALSALL, & ffiGH STREET, DUDLEY, 

Respectfolly solicits the faromrs of parties having Propeitj or Goods of 
any description for disposal, assuring them that his hest ejSorts ^vill be 
exerted at all times to dispose of the same by Auction Sale, or 
otherwise, to the best advantage. Auction accounts made up, and 
monies paid over, immediately after each sale. 
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